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ABSTRACT

Due to the weakening of relations between the Kurdistan Region and the federal
government, the Kurdistan Region was compelled to hold a referendum. For the first
time in history, an independence referendum was held in Southern Kurdistan in 2017 as
an attempt to achieve independence and to overcome the crises facing the Region. This
referendum constituted a political and strategic step and, as such, resulted in significant
political consequences concerning the status of the Kurdistan Region.

The significance of this research lies in its attempt to investigate a crucial
political issue whose consequences for regional political dynamics are clearly evident.
The study aims to examine these consequences by linking the political developments that
followed the referendum to the consequences of the referendum itself as a strategic step
taken by the Kurdistan Region.

This study addresses the following question: How did the referendum impact the
political status of the Kurdistan Region? To answer this question, the study hypothesizes
that the referendum’s consequences had a significant impact on the Kurdistan Region’s
status in political, security, and economic terms.

Following the referendum process, several events emerged as reactions to this

political and democratic step. However, a gap exists in the literature regarding how
these events and developments can be systematically linked to the consequences of the
referendum and their implications for the Kurdistan Region’s status. To address this
problem, the study employs a descriptive-analytical method to clarify the referendum
process and analyze its consequences. In this context, the research draws on
Constructivist theory.
The main conclusions of the study indicate that the consequences of the referendum
manifested at three levels. Domestically, it disrupted national unity. Regionally, despite
their internal conflicts, regional states maintained a consistent stance toward the Kurds,
which encouraged them to seek coordination to prevent the independence of the
Kurdistan Region. Internationally, a double standard was evident in the policies of
various states, revealing that existing partnerships between the Kurds and other
countries were driven primarily by self-interest and could not be relied upon in the
absence of such interests.
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