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(*)Verena Gruber, Revisiting Civil-Military-Relations Theory: The Case of the Kurdish Regional Government
of Iraq (master's thesis), Lund University, 2015, p.29-31.

(*)Verena Gruber- Sytchev, The Social CONstruction of Military Unity and a Post- Merger Integration of the

Unified Peshmerga Forces in the Kurdistan Rrgion of Iraq, (PHD), University of Birmingham ,2020,

pp-4,23,26.
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ABSTRACT

The process of state-building is a long and continuous endeavor that involves the
establishment and development of governmental institutions, as well as the political,
legal, and administrative infrastructures necessary for performing essential
functions and ensuring sustainability. In the case of the Kurdistan Region, the
Peshmerga Forces are considered a vital component of this process. However, these
forces have faced a range of internal challenges that have negatively affected their
participation in state-building. The significance of this research lies in shedding light
on a sensitive issue related to Kurdish national aspirations, while identifying and
analyzing the internal challenges that hinder the Peshmerga’s role in the state-
building process in the Kurdistan Region after 2003.

The research problem focuses on studying, uncovering, and analyzing the internal
challenges that confront the Peshmerga Forces’ role in this crucial process. The main
objective of the study is to identify these internal challenges and analyze their impact
on the performance and role of the Peshmerga Forces in the state-building process in
the Kurdistan Region after 2003. This study employs a qualitative approach, using
the descriptive-analytical method. Data collection relied on primary sources such as
in-depth, semi-structured field interviews with political officials and Peshmerga
commanders, as well as secondary sources including reports, books, academic
journals in various languages, and official statements.

The study concludes that, despite a general consensus—both theoretically and
practically—on the existence of political, institutional, economic, and social
challenges affecting the Peshmerga’s role in state-building, there are differences in
the degree of their impact on the forces’ performance in defending the homeland and
Kurdistan. Furthermore, there is a divergence between theoretical perspectives and
practical opinions regarding the evaluation and treatment of these challenges. While
theoretical views emphasize the need for deep structural reforms, practical opinions
focus more on current achievements and the ability to address obstacles gradually
without implementing radical changes.

Keywords: Peshmerga forces, The process of state building, Internal challenges
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