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Abstract

This study examines the role and influence of the US Congress on US foreign policy in
the Middle East between 2001 and 2021. The US Congress consists of two houses, the
House of Representatives and the Senate. Each has a role and influence on US foreign
policy to varying degrees. Congress plays a major role in shaping US foreign policy in
the Middle East. Congress has many functions in U.S. foreign policy. The most
important functions of Congress are the power to declare war, the power to approve the
appointment of certain high-ranking officials, such as secretaries of state and
ambassadors, and the power to approve international agreements made by the executive
branch. In the research problem this study shows, despite those constitutional powers,
how Congress has acted during this period. One of the goals of this study is to answer
the main question of how and to what extent Congress has influenced US foreign policy
in the Middle East between 2001 and 2021? Qualitative approach and historical analysis
were used in the research method. Consequently, Congress has significant influence over
U.S. foreign policy. In addition, to influencing US foreign policy by passing laws,
monitoring, and shaping the executive branch, Congress has had a significant influence
on US foreign policy in the Middle East between 2001 and 2021 through declarations of
war, budget controls, and economic sanctions. Also, Congress has often been able to
change the way US foreign policy is implemented, rather than change US strategy in the
Middle East. The 2003 Iraq war is one example where Congress has had an influence.

Keywords: Congress, Foreign Policy, the United States, the Middle East.
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