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https://aceproject.org/ace-en/topics/, last visited 28/2/2025.
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W The ACE Electoral Knowledge Network, Voting Procedures, Proxy Voting, available
on website:

https://aceproject.org/ace-en/topics/, last visited 17/3/2025.

) Baptiste Coulmont, «Citoyens & plusieurs: la procuration, un contrat de
confiance ? ». Crises de confiance ? La Découverte, 2020, p 142-158, p 143.

®) Margret Wood, Proxy Voting in France, available on website:
https://blogs.loc.gov/law/2017/06/proxy-voting-in-france/, last visited 21/3/2025.
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W Margret Wood, Proxy Voting in France, available on website:
https://blogs.loc.gov/law/2017/06/proxy-voting-in-france/, last visited 20/3/2025.

@) Cécile de Sortiraparis and others, LEGILATIVE ELECTIONS 2024: HOW TO VOTE
BY PROXY?, available on website:
https://www.sortiraparis.com/en/news/in-paris/articles/273526-legislative-elections-2024-
how-to-vote-by-proxy, last visited 20/3/2025.

© Piret Ehin and Liisa Talving, « Elections and Special Voting Arrangements », in :
Clara Egger and others (edit.), Covid-19 Containment Policies in Europe, Pittsburgh and
Lyon, Palgrav Macmilan, 2024, p 63-82, p 68,73.

@ Therese Pearce Laanela, Special Voting Arrangements Between the Convenience of
Voting and the Integrity of Elections, available on website:
https://www.idea.int/sites/default/files/2023-09/introducing-electronic-voting.pdf, last
visited 11/7/2025.
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®) Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, Alternative voting methods and
arrangements, available on website:

https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/2/a/466794.pdf, last visited 11/7/2025.
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ABSTRACT

The right to vote, being a crucial and impactful political right, is practiced through
various mechanisms outlined in the constitutions and electoral laws of different
countries. Moreover, a universal voting system is implemented throughout the voting
process; in certain instances, early voting is allowed to guarantee that voters unable to
participate on general election day are not omitted. Concurrently, the ongoing digital
revolution has led nations to contemplate implementing electronic voting and moving
away from traditional methods. In certain countries, the legal framework permits voting
by proxy. Examining the current electoral laws in Iraq and the Kurdistan Region, we
identified legal gaps and weaknesses in the processes allowing voters to exercise their
voting rights, which will inevitably affect voter turnout adversely. Regardless of the
attempts undertaken, the practice of voting in Iraq and the Kurdistan region remains
conventional, and voters cannot utilize proxy voting when they are traditional to cast
their ballot in person.

Keywords: Right to vote, elector, electronic voting, proxy voting
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