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ABSTRACT
This study examines the international legal framework for protecting the rights of
victims of international crimes as a crucial component of achieving international
criminal justice. The study seeks to identify the legal foundations enshrined in
international law and the mechanisms established for the protection of this group.
Adopting a descriptive and analytical methodology, it examines the relevant principles
and legal provisions, assessing their adequacy and effectiveness in safeguarding victims.
It further clarifies the nature of the international mechanisms adopted for the
implementation of these provisions. Through a case study of Iraq, the research critically
analyzes the status of domestic legislation and its degree of alignment with international
standards, highlighting both strengths and deficiencies.
The study reaches several key conclusions, including that the International Bill of
Human Rights has played a significant role in entrenching fundamental principles
aimed at protecting victims and guaranteeing their rights to justice and redress. It also
finds that Iraq’s failure to accede to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court presents a serious challenge to the protection of the rights of victims of
international crimes.
Based on these findings, the study provides a set of recommendations, including the
establishment of an independent national body responsible for addressing the affairs of
victims of international crimes, with the mandate to coordinate efforts among relevant
stakeholders to ensure their protection. It also calls for sustained financial and technical
support from the international community, particularly through the activation of the
Trust Fund for Victims of the ICC, to ensure fair and effective reparation.
Keywords: (International law, international crimes victims, International criminal
court, Criminal Justice, Iraqgi relevant Laws).
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