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o Wendt, Alexander. Social Theory of International Politics. Cambridge University Press, 1999. p.111-120.
@ wendt, Alexander. Ibid, p.111-120.
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ABSTRACT

National belonging refers to the set of behaviors and practices that reflect individuals'
commitment to the prevailing national values in society, such as pride in national
symbols, adherence to laws and regulations, and attachment to the homeland and shared
identity. Political parties play a pivotal role in fostering national belonging in the
Kurdistan Region, guided by their political and cultural ideologies. This research aims
to analyze the challenges facing the promotion of national belonging, which fall within
the responsibilities of political parties in the region.

This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology to understand the political and
social reality of the Kurdistan Region and examine the factors influencing national
identity and belonging. Furthermore, a case study approach is used to assess the role of
political parties in this context. The theoretical framework of the study is based on the
theory of constructivism, which provides an analytical tool for understanding the
challenges hindering the development of national belonging within the region’s political
structure.

The findings reveal multiple challenges impeding political parties' efforts to strengthen
national belonging, the most prominent being: challenges related to national identity,
chronic economic crises, Political disputes, and Legal and constitutional issues.

The Kurdistan Region suffers from a persistent economic crisis that has exacerbated
political instability, directly and negatively impacting the reinforcement of national
belonging. These challenges have reached a critical level, leading to what can be termed
a ""crisis of national belonging,” which has become increasingly evident in recent years.

Keywords:
National belonging, political parties, citizenship, identity, Kurdistan Region.
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