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ABSTRACT

Education is an important issue that plays a vital role in shaping a conscious and
confident individual. The political system in any country builds its political socialization
philosophy through various means, the most prominent of which is education. The
education system is not merely about transferring knowledge and information to
students; rather, it actively contributes to shaping individuals’ personalities and
acquainting them with values, national identity, and a sense of citizenship. This study
aims to explore the relationship between education and national identity, as education is
considered the clearest tool for upbringing political ideologies and plays a significant
role in constructing national identity. It is also regarded as one of the primary pathways
for nation-building through the creation of a shared identity, goals, and values. The
components of education — including curricula, the learning environment, teachers,
and students — have a strong influence on the formation of national identity. This study
aims to answer the question of the relationship between the educational system and
national identity. It adopts the descriptive- analytical method to analayze this
relationship.

In the Kurdistan Region, the education system plays a key role in building political
values and forming national identity by emphasizing the principles of tolerance and
coexistence. This is achieved through the inclusion of ethnic and religious diversity in
school environments and educational programs. The aim of the education system in the
Kurdistan Region is to foster a shared sense of identity and unity based on belonging to
Kurdistan. However, this goal has faced several internal and structural challenges that
have hindered its ability to establish a strong, unified identity among the various
national and religious components — a shortcoming that can, in part, be attributed to
the limitations within the educational system itself. The study concludes that the
educational system in the Kurdistan Region seeks to build national identity at the
theoretical level, but its actual impact appears to be limited or minimal.

Keywords: Education, Educational system, Identity, national identity, Kurdistan Region
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