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(1) WIPO, IGC, First Session, Geneva, April 30 to May 3, 2001, Document No. WIPO/GRTKF/IC/1/5 Annex |,
page 6, available at: https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/topic.jsp?group_id=110, last accessed 25/4/2024.
(2) WIPO, Secretariat, Traditional Knowledge - Operational Terms and Definitions, WIPO Doc
WIPO/GRTKF/IC/3/9 (20 May 2002).
(3) Michael Dodson and Olivia Barr, ‘Breaking the Deadlock: Developing an Indigenous Response to
Protecting Indigenous Traditional Knowledge’ (2007) 11 Australian Indigenous Law Review 19, p. 24.
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accessed 21/1/2023.
(6) Ibid, p. 3. See also Srividhya Ragavan, "Protection of Traditional Knowledge," Minnesota Intellectual
Property Review 2, no. 2 (December 2001), p. 4. Available at:
https://scholarship.law.umn.edu/mjlst/vol2/iss2/1 last accessed 21/1/2023.
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(1) For Example, see Kamrul Hossain & Rosa Maria Ballardini, Protecting Indigenous Traditional
Knowledge Through a Holistic Principle-Based Approach, Nordic Journal of Human Rights, 2021, 39:1, 51-
72, DOI: 10.1080/18918131.2021.1947449; Rosa Giannina Alvarez Nuinez, Intellectual Property and the
Protection of Traditional Knowledge, Genetic Resources and Folklore: The Peruvian Experience, A. von
Bogdandy and R. Wolfrum, (eds.), Max Planck UNYB 12, Koninklijke Brill N.V., Netherlands,(2008);
Srividhya Ragavan, Op. cit.; Stephen A. Hansen and Justin W. VanFleet, Op. cit.
(2) See Chapter lli, International Convention For The Protection Of New Varieties Of Plants of December 2,
1961, as Revised at Geneva on November 10, 1972, on October 23, 1978, and on March 19, 1991. Available
at: https://www.upov.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/upov_pub_221.pdf last accessed: 19/01/2025.(hereinafter
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Eg EP 0519777 on formulations made from a variety of fresh plants; and WO 93/11780 on a skin
therapeutic mixture with cold processed aloe vera extract (with yellow sap and aloin removed).
(1) Carlos M Correa, Op. cit, p. 13. And: Rosa Giannina Alvarez Nuiez, Op. cit., p. 514.
(2) William Landes and Richard Posner, The Economic Structure of Intellectual Property Law (Harvard
University Press 2003), pp. 294-402. And : Sam Grey and Rauna Kuokkanen, ‘Indigenous Governance of
Cultural Heritage: Searching for Alternatives to Co-Management’ (2020) 26(10) International Journal of
Heritage Studies, p. 921. DOI: 0.1080/13527258.2019.1703202; And: Kamrul Hossain & Rosa Maria
Ballardini, Op. cit., p. 56-60.
(3) Nuno Pires de Carvalho, Op. cit., p. 247; Graham Dutfield, Intellectual Property, Biogenetic Resources
and Traditional Knowledge, Earthscan Publication, London, 2004, p. 110.
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ABSTRACT

Traditional knowledge constitutes a vital part of the cultural identity of human
communities, developed and transmitted across generations. It has played a
fundamental role in the daily lives of these communities, particularly in areas such as
food security, agriculture, medicine, and others. Biotechnology has been closely linked to
this knowledge, serving as a key to exploring biodiversity and managing environmental
resources sustainably. However, this knowledge has not received sufficient recognition
in legal systems, especially within the framework of intellectual property rights, leaving
it vulnerable to unlawful appropriation. As the economic value of this knowledge has
increased, so has the need for a comprehensive international legal framework to protect
it. The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) sought to address this by
drafting a dedicated international instrument and established the Intergovernmental
Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge, and
Folklore (IGC) in 2000. After over two decades of efforts, a Treaty on Intellectual
Property, Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge was adopted in
2024. This research examines the provisions of this treaty and evaluates its mechanisms
and effectiveness in protecting traditional knowledge.

Keywords: Traditional Knowledge, Genetic Resources, Intellectual Property Rights,
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), Folklore.
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