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ABSTRACT
Orientalists have shown significant interest in Kurdish identity, expressing fascination
with the people’'s characteristics and behaviors. They believed the Kurds to be an
ancient and indigenous population of the Zagros and Taurus Mountain ranges. Often,
these scholars were perplexed by Kurdish identity, experiencing moments of confusion
because they observed simultaneously contradictory traits within the same people:
hospitable yet bandit-like, emotional yet fierce warriors, patriotic yet potentially
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treacherous, independence-seeking yet accepting of foreign domination. These seemingly
paradoxical characteristics can be attributed to the influence of tribal customs and
traditions, which have created a complex and paradox individual Kurdish personality.

Keywords: kurd, mountains, Tribalism, mentality, orientalism
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