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ABSTRACT 
      The current study examines the influence of three vital diplomatic conferences, The 

Hague Peace Conferences, the Bretton Woods Conference and the United Nations 

Conference on the Law of the Sea III, on the development of legislative mechanisms in 

international law. It underscores the critical role of diplomatic gatherings in shaping 

norms, codifying principles and establishing institutions that address global challenges 

while emphasizing their continued relevance in contemporary geopolitics. The study 

addresses gaps in understanding how inclusivity, flexibility and enforcement 

mechanisms contribute to the success or failure of international legal frameworks, as 

well as how unresolved historical legacies, such as the Kurdish question, can be 

addressed through inclusive diplomacy. Employing a qualitative case study approach, 

the research analyzes primary and secondary sources from key historical conferences 

(The Hague, Bretton Woods, UNCLOS III) and recent diplomatic efforts, including 

climate summits and AI governance initiatives. Drawing on these historical insights, the 

study also analyzes contemporary diplomatic efforts, such as global climate summits and 

initiatives addressing the Kurdish question, to explore how modern conferences can 

address unresolved legacies and emerging challenges. The findings confirm the validity 

of international regime theory in explaining how diplomatic conferences create lasting 

legal structures that guide state behaviour. The findings also reveal that successful 

regimes are built on inclusivity, adaptability and robust enforcement mechanisms, with 

lessons from past conferences offering valuable insights for addressing modern 

geopolitical and humanitarian issues. 

 

 

1. Introduction 
  Diplomatic conferences have acquired an essential place in the history of the emergence 

of international law, offering incomparable settings in which states may discuss, 

negotiate and codify norms that influence forms of engagement globally. Historically, 

such conferences have yielded more definitive legislative measures that also shaped the 

landscape for engagement in the fields ranging from, but not limited to, conflict 

resolution (Tywe, 2019), financial and economic cooperation (Stewart, 2019) and 

maritime governance (Sparks, 2023). From the Hague Peace Conferences to modern 

multilateral summits, these gatherings have shaped legal frameworks governing conflict 

resolution, economic cooperation and environmental sustainability. However, while 

historical analyses of such conferences offer valuable insights, there is a pressing need to 
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balance this perspective with contemporary relevance, particularly in addressing 

current geopolitical and humanitarian issues. Moreover, not all conferences, however, 

are equally effective and impactful on their participants and members, given that their 

purposes are different, as well as their objectives, engagement, participation and 

enforcement and compliance systems thereafter. This study focuses on three significant 

diplomatic conferences: the United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS 

III, 1973-1982), the Bretton Woods Conference of 1944 and The Hague Peace 

Conferences of 1899 and 1907. All three of these conferences tremendously impact the 

development of international legal norms within their fields and the agreements 

reached. UNCLOS III has resulted in the comprehensive law of the sea which just like 

its predecessors seeks to regulate resource management and modern maritime activities.  

While the Bretton Woods Conference laid the foundation for the World Trade 

Organization by creating the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, The 

Hague Conferences contributed to the codification of the laws of war and the 

establishment of the Permanent Court of Arbitration. However, these conferences have 

also faced significant limitations, including a lack of inclusiveness, legal uncertainties 

and enforcement challenges. For example, The Hague Conferences were largely 

Eurocentric (Schlichtmann, 2003), while the institutions created by Bretton Woods have 

been criticized for prioritizing the interests of leading Western powers (Frieden, 2019). 

Similarly, UNCLOS III, despite taking 27 years of negotiations (Østreng, 2018; 

Odeyemi, 2015), has encountered application challenges (Singh and Jaeckel, 2024). 

These shortcomings underscore the need for a diplomatic framework that is more 

inclusive, transparent and enforceable. The Kurdish question, shaped by the Treaty of 

Lausanne’s failure to grant Kurdish self-determination, serves as a case study of how 

exclusionary diplomatic decisions can perpetuate geopolitical instability. The 

inconsistencies in international engagement with the Kurdish issue such as the 

fluctuating support from Western powers further highlight the need for diplomatic 

agreements that are sustainable and responsive to regional realities. While past research 

has demonstrated the role of diplomatic conferences in shaping international law (Al-

Nauimi and Meese, 2023; Boyle and Chinkin, 2007), a more targeted analysis is 

necessary to evaluate how specific conferences impact legislative processes and address 

geopolitical disputes effectively. Given the wide array of diplomatic conferences, 

assessing their overall impact remains a challenge, necessitating a structured approach 

to understanding their contributions to global governance. Thus, the objective of this 

research is to determine the impacts on international law’s legislative processes of 

certain diplomatic conferences; to identify patterns for legislations that have had 

successful outcomes; to determine the shortcomings of the above processes; and, then, to 

provide recommendations for overcoming such challenges. Therefore, while analyzing 

the findings of the conferences related to the development of international law, the study 

will attempt to find out how new diplomatic conferences can ideally be organized to 

reflect the intricacies of today’s global politics and help to foster improvements in the 

international legal regime. This study focuses on a central research question: “How can 

diplomatic conferences effectively contribute to legislative mechanisms’ development in 

international law?” To address this overarching inquiry, the study also explores three 

secondary questions that provide deeper insights into the topic. These are: 

1) Which diplomatic conferences have been most influential in the development of 

legislative mechanisms in international law? 

2) How have the legislative outcomes of these conferences contributed to the 

evolution of international legal norms and treaties? 

3) How can international legal frameworks and diplomatic negotiations effectively 

address the Kurdish question and promote long-term stability in the region? 
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This research aims to fill a gap in our understanding by looking at how diplomatic 

conferences shape international law. It zooms in on three key areas: Iraq's part in 

diplomatic history, the ongoing Kurdish issue and recent diplomatic pushes like setting 

up the International Criminal Court (ICC) and striking deals on global climate change. 

By bringing these topics together, the research wants to give a detailed picture of how 

these conferences tackle both historical leftovers and new problems. This study's goals 

include gauging how past conferences have affected today's legal systems, breaking 

down Iraq's place in global diplomacy and digging into how today's conferences can 

promote fairness, equality and flexibility in how the world is run. In doing this, the study 

highlights the lasting importance of these conferences in moving international law 

forward while also meeting the real-world needs of the present day. 

 

2. Literature Review 
 

2.1. Theoretical Foundations: Contemporary Diplomatic Conferences and Their Impact on 

International Law 

Diplomatic conferences have long served as critical platforms for the development of 

international law, shaping norms, treaties and governance frameworks that address 

global challenges. In the contemporary era, these conferences have evolved to address 

increasingly complex and transnational issues, such as climate change, artificial 

intelligence (AI) regulation and global health security. By examining recent diplomatic 

efforts such as the establishment of the ICC, global climate summits under the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and AI governance 

initiatives this section explores how modern diplomatic conferences contribute to the 

evolution of international law while addressing gaps in inclusivity, adaptability and 

enforcement. 

 

2.1.1. The Rome Statute and the creation of the International Criminal Court  

The Rome Statute of 1998, which established the ICC, exemplifies how diplomatic 

conferences can create robust international institutions capable of enforcing 

accountability for grave crimes against humanity, war crimes and genocide. According 

to Al-Nauimi and Meese (2023), the ICC’s creation marked a turning point in 

international criminal justice by institutionalizing mechanisms to hold individuals 

accountable, regardless of their political or military status. However, critiques highlight 

limitations in enforcement due to non-universal ratification and resistance from major 

powers like the United States, underscoring the ongoing tension between state 

sovereignty and supranational authority (Samvel, 2020). Despite these challenges, the 

ICC remains a cornerstone of international law, demonstrating the potential of 

diplomatic conferences to codify principles that transcend national boundaries and 

promote global justice. 

 

2.1.2. Global climate summits and the evolution of environmental law 

Global climate summits, such as COP21 in Paris (2015) and COP26 in Glasgow (2021), 

have redefined the scope of multilateral diplomacy by emphasizing inclusivity and cross-

border cooperation. These conferences underscore the necessity of flexible yet binding 

commitments through Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), allowing states to 

tailor their climate action plans while adhering to collective goals (Vayena, 2021). 

Despite its innovative design, implementation gaps persist, particularly among low-

income nations lacking resources to meet ambitious targets, highlighting the need for 

equitable support mechanisms. For example, the Paris Agreement introduced a 
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framework for global climate governance that balances flexibility with accountability, 

enabling countries to adjust their commitments over time. This adaptability is crucial 

for addressing the dynamic nature of climate change and ensuring compliance with 

evolving scientific recommendations. Scholars argue that the success of the Paris 

Agreement lies in its ability to integrate diverse stakeholder perspectives, including non-

state actors such as civil society organizations, multinational corporations and 

indigenous groups, into the negotiation process (Cremers, Wright and Rochette, 2020). 

Such inclusivity not only enhances legitimacy but also fosters trust and cooperation 

among participating states. 

 

2.1.3. AI governance initiatives and the role of non-state actors 

In the realm of AI governance, diplomatic conferences are increasingly recognizing the 

importance of involving non-state actors to address ethical, legal and societal challenges. 

Organizations like the World Health Organization (WHO) collaborate with tech 

companies and research institutions to develop ethical guidelines for AI applications in 

healthcare (Al-Hwsali et al., 2023). Such partnerships underscore the necessity of 

integrating technical expertise with policy-making processes to ensure that emerging 

technologies align with societal values and human rights principles. For instance, the 

WHO’s “Ethics and Governance of Artificial Intelligence for Health” framework 

emphasizes transparency, accountability and equity in AI-driven healthcare systems 

(WHO, 2023). While comprehensive in its ethical approach, this framework lacks 

detailed mechanisms for international cooperation, particularly regarding cross-border 

data sharing and jurisdictional conflicts. In contrast, the proposed adaptive governance 

framework discussed later in this study introduces a modular design that allows regions 

to tailor AI governance according to their own legal and cultural contexts, making it 

more flexible than broad guidelines. 

Through examining both historical precedents and contemporary innovations in 

diplomatic practice, this study seeks to identify patterns that contribute to successful 

legislative developments. Key lessons include the importance of inclusivity not only 

among states but also involving non-state actors and adaptability to accommodate 

evolving socio-political realities. For example, the United Nations Conference on the 

Law of the Sea (UNCLOS III, 1973–1982) demonstrated how participatory governance 

could lead to widely accepted legal regimes, despite the complexity and length of 

negotiations (Nemeth et al., 2014). Therefore, integrating lessons from both historical 

and contemporary diplomatic efforts aids this study in proposing an adaptive 

international law framework that addresses unresolved legacies while fostering 

innovation and inclusivity. Likewise, the Bretton Woods Conference of 1944 established 

institutions like the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, which 

remain relevant due to their flexible structures and ability to adapt to changing global 

economic conditions (Ghosh, Ostry and Tsangarides, 2011). Applying these insights to 

unresolved issues like the Kurdish question requires a renewed commitment to dialogue, 

equity and long-term vision beyond short-term political gains.  

2.2 Gaps in Previous Research 

Previous research on diplomatic conferences and their impact on international law 

reveals several critical gaps. First, while institutions like the ICC and frameworks such 

as the Paris Agreement have advanced global governance, their effectiveness is hindered 

by non-universal ratification, inconsistent enforcement and a lack of binding 

mechanisms to ensure compliance. For instance, the ICC’s reliance on state cooperation 

and the voluntary nature of climate pledges under the Paris Agreement highlight 

systemic challenges in reconciling state sovereignty with supranational authority. 
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Second, inclusivity remains unevenly applied; although non-state actors are increasingly 

recognized in forums like AI governance initiatives, their integration into decision-

making processes is often tokenistic, with limited institutionalized pathways for 

meaningful participation. Third, existing frameworks frequently lack adaptability to 

address evolving transnational challenges, such as jurisdictional conflicts in AI 

governance or the disproportionate burden placed on low-income nations in climate 

action. Finally, historical and unresolved geopolitical issues, such as the Kurdish 

question, remain inadequately addressed by contemporary diplomatic efforts, which 

often prioritize short-term political compromises over equitable, long-term solutions 

rooted in participatory dialogue. These gaps collectively underscore the need for a more 

cohesive, adaptive and inclusive approach to international lawmaking. 

 

2.3 Contributions of the Current Study 

This study advances the understanding of diplomatic conferences’ role in shaping 

international law through three key contributions. First, by employing a qualitative case 

study approach, it systematically analyzes pivotal historical conferences The Hague 

Conferences, Bretton Woods and UNCLOS III alongside contemporary efforts such as 

climate summits and AI governance initiatives. This dual focus bridges historical and 

modern diplomatic practices, revealing how principles like inclusivity, adaptability and 

enforcement mechanisms have underpinned successful legal frameworks. For instance, 

the study demonstrates how UNCLOS III’s participatory governance model and Bretton 

Woods’ adaptive institutional design offer actionable lessons for modern challenges, 

including the enforcement gaps in climate agreements and jurisdictional conflicts in AI 

governance. Second, the research validates and expands upon international regime 

theory by illustrating how diplomatic conferences create enduring legal structures that 

guide state behaviour. By comparing historical precedents with current initiatives, the 

study identifies that successful regimes prioritize inclusivity (e.g., integrating non-state 

actors in climate negotiations) and adaptability, while embedding robust enforcement 

mechanisms a lesson drawn from the ICC’s limitations and Bretton Woods’ evolving 

mandates. Finally, the study applies these insights to unresolved geopolitical issues, such 

as the Kurdish question, advocating for inclusive diplomacy that transcends short-term 

political compromises. Synthesizing lessons from past conferences with contemporary 

needs aids the research in proposing a dynamic model for international law that 

addresses both historical inequities and emerging transnational challenges, fostering 

legitimacy and sustained cooperation in global governance. 

 

3. Methodology 
 

3.1 Research design  

This study employed a qualitative case study research technique to explore the role of 

diplomatic conferences in shaping international law. The initial focus was on three key 

historical conferences: The Hague Peace Conferences of 1899 and 1907, the Bretton 

Woods Conference of 1944 and the United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS III, 1973–1982). These conferences were chosen for their significant 

contributions to different domains of international law, including war and peace, 

economic governance and maritime law. However, to provide a more comprehensive 

understanding of how diplomatic conferences continue to influence contemporary legal 

frameworks, the scope of this study was expanded to include recent diplomatic efforts. 

The inclusion of recent conferences such as those addressing the establishment of the 

ICC, global climate summits under the UNFCCC and AI governance initiatives enriches 
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the analysis by incorporating modern challenges and innovations in international law. 

This expanded scope allows for a comparative examination of how traditional principles 

of inclusivity, flexibility and enforcement mechanisms have evolved to address current 

geopolitical and humanitarian issues. Furthermore, this study emphasizes the 

importance of Iraq’s contributions to diplomatic history and the ongoing Kurdish 

question within the broader framework of international law. Integrating these 

perspectives aids the research in highlighting how unresolved historical legacies and 

contemporary conflicts intersect with diplomatic processes. For instance, Iraq’s 

participation in multilateral negotiations, particularly during the post-World War II era 

and subsequent regional conflicts, provides valuable insights into the dynamics of state 

sovereignty and international cooperation. Similarly, the Kurdish perspective 

underscores the need for inclusive diplomatic practices that prioritize self-determination 

and equitable resource-sharing agreements. 

 

3.2 Data analysis  

 

To ensure a robust and nuanced analysis, this study relies on both primary and 

secondary data sources. Primary sources include official conference proceedings, 

treaties, legislative documents and archival materials related to the selected diplomatic 

conferences. Secondary sources encompass scholarly articles, books, reports and expert 

analyses that contextualize the findings within broader theoretical and practical debates. 

Special attention is given to documenting Iraq’s diplomatic engagements and the 

Kurdish experience through relevant treaties, declarations and policy statements. For 

example, the Treaty of Lausanne (1923) serves as a critical reference point for 

understanding the marginalization of Kurdish populations and its enduring impact on 

regional stability. Additionally, recent diplomatic initiatives involving Kurdish 

stakeholders, such as U.S.-led coalitions in northern Syria, were analyzed to assess their 

implications for international law and conflict resolution. 

 

4. Findings 
 

4.1 Contributions to the evolution of international legal norms and treaties, and in 

fostering international cooperation and legal consensus. 

While credit can be awarded to diplomatic conferences for their roles, it remains an 

interesting inquiry that such conferences can fail to yield highly coveted results. In light 

of this discovery, this study joins existing scholarly work to determine their 

contributions to the evolution and development of international legal norms and treaties, 

the establishment of regimes, common features, shortfalls and suggestions. This will be 

broadened to ascertain how they impact to the evolution of international legal norms 

and treaties, and in fostering international cooperation and legal consensus. 

 

 

4.1.1 The Hague Peace Conferences of 1899 and 1907 

4.1.1.1 Contributions and the establishment of regimes: The lens of international regime 

theory 

To understand the significance of The Hague Conferences especially in the theory of the 

international regime this paper sought to understand how these conferences developed 

regimes that have transformed international law. International regime theory argues 

that in the anarchical structure of an international system, regimes consisting of 

principles, norms, rules and decision-making procedures by which actors expect others 
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to behave are important for cooperation amongst states. The Hague Conferences of 1899 

and 1907 are known to be examples of such norms and show the world how such 

regimes are created and how they help bring into force and develop international legal 

norms. 

The Hague Conferences helped in laying down the provisions of laws concerning war 

and warfare, specifically concerning how the war was being waged and neutrality 

(Upcher, 2020). The systems set in these conferences like the Hague Conventions on the 

Laws and Customs of War on Land created a regime that the states could stick to thus 

minimizing the probabilities and vagueness of warfare. Such conventions explicitly state 

the conduct in war and treatment of prisoners, laying down the principles of protection 

for civilians, things that were unheard of at the time. Some of the principles were later 

developed or incorporated into further conventions for example the Geneva 

Conventions. 

The very structure of the Hague Conventions indicates that the conferences were liberal 

as a regime in title and operation. Thus, the series of conferences made sure to include as 

many states as possible, from the most powerful to the least significant, so that the 

produced legal tools, liabilities and obligations reflected as many states’ interests and 

concerns as possible. Besides adding credibility to the conventions, it also eased the 

ratification process thus, creating foundations of a sound legal structure of the laws of 

armed conflict that was required for the formation of an effective international regime. 

Noting Indlekofer (2013), it can be stated that the creation of the Permanent Court of 

Arbitration together with the further development of international legal instruments 

became a major source of international disputes’ peaceful settlement. This institution 

became a new step in the framework of the development of international law as it 

offered a systematic and hierarchical system of arbitration shaping the future formation 

of international adjudication and the later institutions such as the International Court of 

Justice. 

From the point of view of the International regime theory, the Hague Conventions 

expressed the solidification of a materialized regime concerning the conduct of war in 

which despite of the different interests of states, perceived that it is in their own self-

interest to conform to the rules of the game. It also meant that the regulation of the 

numerous states that participated in the negotiations of the conferences gave the 

conventions high legitimacy and were likely to be complied with. This is because the 

principles enshrined in the conventions are flexible and could be built upon in the later 

treaties including the Geneva Conventions which elaborated the principles of 

humanitarian law. 

 

4.1.1.2 Common features of successful regimes: Inclusivity, flexibility and enforcement 

Inclusivity: The fact that the Hague Conventions can be regarded as a successful regime 

can be explained by the nature of the conferences described as potentially overinclusive 

by Herrup and Brand (2023). Since the state conferences included nearly all the 

countries, from the leading powers to the minnows, it was possible to make laws 

addressing a wide range of interests of the states. Several conventions included states 

that were not part of the coalition or even winners in the wars, which did not only ad 

more legitimacy to the conventions but also ensured a larger implementation making a 

strong foundation of the international regime on the laws of war. 

Flexibility: The Hague Convention also demonstrated this dynamism since it promoted 

society’s general compliance by states with diverse legal structures (Stewart, 2019), 

which remains one of the essential characteristics of effective international regimes. 

Contrary to what one might expect, the principles adopted at these conferences were not 

fixed but to quite a degree flexible. Due to this the principles that were outlined could 



Zanco Journal of Law and Politics                              ISSN-Print:  2079-3901 
 Vol(23), No(33), 2025                                        ISSN-Online: 3005-396X  

 

 2025 (، السنة33)، العدد(23)المجلد                                         مجلة زانكو للقانون والسياسة 146

 

later be expanded and developed in other treaties like the Geneva Conventions which 

was formulated to address new issues and developments in warfare. This is how the 

noted relevance and applicability of the legal norms that were being shaped at The 

Hague were secured, which allowed them to progress and adapt to new changes in 

international relations and warfare. 

Enforcement mechanisms: The other significant pillar of the regime that was set by the 

Hague Conferences was in the arrangement of enforcement mechanisms (Stewart, 2019), 

which include the creation of the PCA. The PCA brought in a more scheme-oriented 

and systematic strategy to negotiate the conflict without the use of force making it a 

progressive development in the field of international law. In the process of establishing 

the system of arbitration conferences institutionalized a system that would not only 

regulate the rules for different international interactions but also guarantee the 

enforceability of these rules. It played an important role in the formation of the future 

development of international adjudication and served as a model for the creation of 

later institutions such as the International Court of Justice (ICJ). 

4.1.1.3 Impact on the Evolution of International Law 

Hague Conferences played an important role in the process of the formation of the 

future development of international law due to the creation of the key regimes. Thus, 

through the emanation of conventions of the laws of war and the creation of 

enforcement machinery in such forums as the PCA, these conferences framed the 

modern contours of international humanitarian law and international legal process. 

These regimes determined predictable and stable state relations; thus, reducing conflict 

probability and promoting peaceful conflict resolution. Moreover, these regimes set an 

example of the effectiveness of the theory on international regimes in the analysis of the 

evolution and sustainability of international legal standards. Hague Conferences provide 

the best model of establishing a regime because they were inclusive and provided the 

flexibility of measures besides being backed by stronger enforcement mechanisms. 

These elements go hand in hand with the outcome to have made a huge impact on the 

success of the conferences while at the same time having a long-lasting impact on the 

international law even after the conferences were over. 

 

4.1.1.4 Shortfalls 

The Hague Conferences were mainly confined to European and Western nations only 

and other nations of the Third World hardly had any active participation, which limited 

the possibilities of • The norms that evolved and emerged were development and the 

processes introduced into the legal system potentially contained Western biasses. 

Therefore, this type of representation narrowed down the acceptance and adaptability 

of the conventions developed to the international level. These conferences have been 

criticised as lacking enforcement machinery- the decisions passed without a forcing 

mechanism. And, although they were effective in establishing important legal standards, 

these standards were problematic due to the existence of voluntary compliance, as 

pointed out by Samvel (2020). This function diminished the realistic enforcement and 

application of the conventions because states were not obligated to follow them. 

However, the conferences failed to accomplish the aims of their purpose in avoiding 

conflict. However, the Hague Conferences were greatly concerned with the promotion of 

peace and negotiation of agreements on conflicts they, however, did not effectively avoid 

the outbreak of the First World War. The fact that they were unable to arrest such a 

huge conflict shows how flawed the agreements are and hence, stronger means must be 

employed to bring about sustainable peace. 
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4.1.1.5 Suggestions 

 

To address the above-discussed challenges, this research recommends several measures 

for improving the efficiency of diplomatic conferences in the formation as well as the 

progression of international legal norms and treaties. In the first place, perhaps the 

crucial need is the increase of participation. To this end, it is recommended that 

subsequent conferences should incorporate as wide representation from states as 

possible especially countries from the global south. The said approach will facilitate 

crowd-sourcing and help ensure that the norms set are as diverse as possible and truly 

reflect the global average. Furthermore, there is a need to beef up enforcement 

structures since they have a direct impact on the implementation processes. Conference 

should incorporate effective compliance mechanisms that include mechanisms of strict 

arbitration and international supervision to enhance the real-world realization of 

outlined standards. Developing these mechanisms will substantially contribute to 

strengthening the suitability and efficiency of the agreements achieved. However, 

stepping up preventive diplomacy can be a solution for these shortcomings. Ensuring 

that these following measures are observed in future conferences helps to ensure that 

attempts are made to deal with the failure to prevent conflicts. Such systems may 

include the development of systems for the prevention of impending threats then 

followed it by conflict prevention systems that are aimed at solving the issue before it 

becomes a bigger problem. In this regard, measures adopted do allow for the successful 

completion of the objectives of diplomacy and further enhancement and reinforcement 

of international legal systems. 

 

4.1.2. The Bretton Woods Conference (1944) 

 

4.1.2.1 Contributions to the Evolution of International Law 

The Bretton Woods Conference, together with the international regimes that came out 

of it, has marked the course that International Economic Law has traveled. The legal 

underpinnings of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, especially in 

relation to monetary policy, the exchange rate regime and the architecture of 

development aid (Ghosh, Ostry and Tsangarides, 2011), have been an integral part of 

global economic governance systems.  It is, therefore, conceivable that acquisition of 

such norms is not a purely theoretical notion but an existing reality in many 

international treaties, agreements and national laws that even affect the legal nature of 

international finance to a greater extent. 

Aside from the basic legal importance, the Bretton Woods institutions have played a role 

fundamentally significant in promoting world economic stability, preventing financial 

crises and fostering international cooperation. Standardized economic policies they 

endorse have sustained world economic order for decades and therefore shaped action 

and strategy of states and other international actors. The current importance and far-

reaching influence of the Bretton Woods regime point up how such a well-designed 

international regime can powerfully serve the functions of shaping global governance, 

keeping systemic stability and promoting the evolution of an international order. 

 

4.1.2.2 Establishment of regimes: The IMF, World Bank and International Economic 

Law 

The Bretton Woods Conference, indeed, created the International Monetary Fund and 

the World Bank, two institutions which have been very important to the stabilization of 

the world economy and have promoted economic development. These institutions 

represent the creation of an international framework centered on monetary policy, 
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exchange rate stability and development assistance. The Bretton Woods Conference 

gave nations a means to achieve stability and growth by first establishing common 

principles and rules in these areas so that the chances of economic crises would lessen, as 

well as further encourage world economic cooperation. 

Viewed in the context of international regime theory, the IMF and the World Bank are 

founding monuments of a regime that has institutionalized commonly held policies for 

economic interaction between nations in areas such as currency convertibility and 

financial stability. The legal frameworks of these institutions, as set forth in their 

respective Articles of Agreement, have significantly influenced many international 

agreements and treaties, in this way ossifying these norms within the substance of 

international economic law. This regime has not only enabled cooperation between 

states but has also given a formal platform for the resolution of economic disputes and 

the coordination of monetary policies at a global level. 

 

4.1.2.3 Common features of successful regimes: Inclusivity, flexibility and enforcement 

Inclusivity: The success of the Bretton Woods regime can be traced to a large degree to 

the inclusiveness of the conference itself. Given that 44 allied nations’ representatives 

participated in the negotiations of the event (Rofe, 2017), the emergent institutions-most 

prominently, the IMF and the World Bank-were designed to reflect a broad range of 

economic interests and visions. This extensive representation was crucial in achieving 

widespread acceptance, as nations from diverse regions and economic backgrounds 

acknowledged that their voices were acknowledged and their interests were taken into 

account. The inclusive framework of these institutions has enabled them to adjust and 

remain pertinent in a dynamic global economy, addressing the changing requirements of 

both developed and developing nations. 

Flexibility: Another crucial factor that adds to the longevity of the Bretton Woods 

regime is flexibility. The legal arrangements underpinning the IMF and the World Bank 

were designed to be flexible to enable those organizations to operate with efficiency in 

ever-changing economic circumstances and to counter emergent challenges. As argued 

by Woods (2014), this adaptability has allowed the IMF to expand its role from 

exchange rate stability to include larger areas such as financial crises, debt management 

and poverty eradication. Similarly, the World Bank has also expanded its mandate to 

embrace a wide variety of development issues, which range from infrastructure and 

education issues (Edwards et al., 2024) to environmental sustainability (Liebenthal, 

2002). This flexibility has ensured that the Bretton Woods institutions continue to play a 

fundamental and relevant role in addressing the complex economic problems of our 

time. 

Enforcement mechanisms: The strength of the Bretton Woods regime is primarily 

regarded as having been due to its enforcement mechanisms. According to Rofe (2017), 

such mechanisms helped ensure that what was dictated by the system's norms was 

adhered to. For instance, the IMF had the power to supervise the economic policies of its 

members and issue loans that were conditional upon the implementation of specific 

policy actions. The conditionality then helped hold countries in line with the basic 

precepts on which the system of Bretton Woods was based, such as stability of currency 

and prudence in fiscal policies. Equally, the World Bank's programs of project lending 

and support for general development had wide influences on the economic policies of its 

borrowing countries. These enforcement tools have been paramount in bringing about 

compliance with the legal norms prescribed by the Bretton Woods Conference and have 

thus further contributed to the stability of the world economic system. 
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4.1.2.4 Shortfalls 

Despite the enormous benefits derived from it, the Bretton Woods Conference was not 

without its drawbacks, particularly concerning its implications for the development of 

international norms and treaties. Indeed, one major drawback, according to Frieden 

(2019), was the dominant position enjoyed by major powers, especially the United States 

and its allies. The dominance of these powers led to the establishment of institutions 

which were largely representative of their interests, thus leading to criticisms that were 

levelled against the perceived bias of the IMF and World Bank towards Western 

economic policies (Kim, Lee and Woo, 2021; Lipscy, 2015). In addition, the instituted 

frameworks that were put in place, such as the fixed exchange rate system, were also 

critiqued for their inherent rigidity. The collapse of the fixed currency mechanism was, 

therefore, post-proof of the need for some flexible and robust economic mechanism. 

Moreover, Rofe (2017) raised an issue about little commitment to the claims of the 

developing countries. All the needs of the developing countries were insufficiently 

addressed in the process of the Bretton Woods Conference, due to which, the latter one 

felt being the excluded subjects from the global economic regime. 

 

4.1.2.5 Suggestions 

Having established the main failures of the Bretton Woods Conference, the following 

section of the study analyzes strategies that can be pursued to enhance the effectiveness 

of this type of assembly for greater international cooperation and legal consensus. The 

hegemony of major powers, as highlighted by Frieden (2019), reflects the urgent need 

for fair representation. To overcome this, any future economic conference should strive 

for a balance of power among the dominant nations. It is important that all 

participating states, especially developing region states, have a meaningful say in 

negotiations. These processes should be truly representative and inclusive and the voices 

of developing nations should be heard. This could involve rationalizing voting rights and 

decision-making frameworks to make the so-called Bretton Woods institutions, like the 

IMF and World Bank, more representative. Finally, for the sustainability of those 

organizations, financial mechanisms also need to be designed in such a way that they 

would be responsive to changing economic trends. Future conferences should therefore 

focus on creating mechanisms which can adapt to the changing economic scenarios and 

other crises where a complete remolding is not required. There should also be more 

focus on the development of developing countries. These could take the form of 

designated development funds or working out specific mechanisms that offer better 

terms of trade or financial aid to these nations. Incorporating these measures ensures 

that future economic conferences more effectively foster international cooperation and 

contribute to the establishment of a more just and effective global economic order. 

 

4.1.3. United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS III, 1973-1982) 

4.1.3.1 Contributions to the evolution of international law and the establishment of 

regimes 

The influence of UNCLOS III and its convention has been profound and continuous in 

the development of international law. Under UNCLOS, a comprehensive legal 

framework has unified maritime practices the world over, preventing conflicts over 

maritime boundaries and resource utilization. As materialized by Nemeth et al. (2014), 

one can certainly identify that the creation of EEZs has undoubtedly evolved into one of 

the cornerstones of modern maritime law, a zone where coastal states have wide-ranging 

rights concerning resources while leaving the high seas for unlimited access by every 

state. Thus, in the same breath, UNCLOS can also be credited with having developed a 

more specific international environmental law by including provisions relating to the 



Zanco Journal of Law and Politics                              ISSN-Print:  2079-3901 
 Vol(23), No(33), 2025                                        ISSN-Online: 3005-396X  

 

 2025 (، السنة33)، العدد(23)المجلد                                         مجلة زانكو للقانون والسياسة 150

 

protection and preservation of the marine environment to deal with issues on marine 

pollution, biodiversity conservation and managing resources in a sustainable manner. 

These regimes provided standardized rules for maritime boundaries, navigation rights, 

resource exploitation, environmental protection and dispute resolution. 

UNCLOS has played an important role in informing subsequent international treaties 

and agreements through the foundational legal framework it has provided for other 

regimes to develop upon. For instance, the norms and principles developed under 

UNCLOS have been embedded into international maritime governance in areas of 

fisheries management, marine scientific research and the regulation of maritime traffic. 

The convention has also gone a step further to act as a model for several other 

international legal regimes, exemplifying the effectiveness of participatory, flexible and 

enforceable regimes in the management of complex global problems. Through the 

looking glass of international regime analysis, UNCLOS III can be interpreted as the 

expression of a marine regime that brought together many states to achieve consensus 

on a wide-ranging package of principles and rules regulating ocean resource 

exploitation and navigation. This regime provided for cooperation between states by 

lessening anxieties and disputes over maritime claims and the exploitation of resources. 

The establishment of UNCLOS was indeed a significant leap from traditional principles 

to establish a settled and predictable legal order for maritime undertakings, enhancing 

international governance on oceanic issues. 

 

4.1.3.2 Common features of successful regimes: Inclusivity, flexibility and enforcement 

Inclusivity: A fundamental factor that made UNCLOS III successful was its inclusivity, 

which Probyn (2022), emphasizes was vital for the achievements made during the 

conference. The conference included a diverse range of states regarding their nature-

coastal and landlocked states and also maritime powers and minor countries. This 

ensured that the convention which came from it was indeed representative of a diversity 

of interests throughout the world. The wide-ranging participation in the negotiations 

was very instrumental in gaining legitimacy and widespread acceptance, thus making it 

ranked among the most universally ratified treaties within international law. The 

openness of the deliberations enabled UNCLOS III to adopt a comprehensive and widely 

accepted maritime regime that also represented all relevant interests and developed a 

widespread sense of ownership and commitment on the part of the participating states. 

Flexibility: According to Kojima (2017), UNCLOS III proved to be an exceptionally 

flexible and responsive organization towards the newly emerging challenges in maritime 

governance. The legal regime proposed by UNCLOS was detailed, yet flexible, providing 

a sound foundation while still allowing for adjustments that might prove necessary in 

response to new challenges. One significant example is the introduction of the EEZ, a 

novel concept that balanced coastal states’ rights to exploit marine resources with the 

preservation of navigation and overflight freedoms in adjacent waters (Nemeth et al., 

2014). Moreover, UNCLOS included mechanisms for amending the convention, 

ensuring it could evolve alongside technological advancements and shifts in the 

geopolitical landscape. The flexibility has allowed UNCLOS to remain relevant and 

viable to this date, embracing current concerns such as deep-sea mining, marine 

pollution and even maritime security. 

Enforcement mechanisms: The UNCLOS regime’s success also depended on the content 

of robust enforcement mechanisms. According to Cremers, Wright and Rochette (2020), 

these provisions were a means of ensuring observance and resolving disputes amicably. 

Setting up institutions like ITLOS (International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea), the 

ICJ (International Court of Justice) and arbitration panels made it necessary to go 

through proper channels of dispute adjudication concerning the interpretation and 
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application of the convention. Moreover, the texts of UNCLOS provided for monitoring 

and reporting, promoting transparency and accountability among states. Mechanisms 

were needed to follow up and maintain the legal order created by UNCLOS, including 

states complying with their duties, having the management of disagreements through 

legal channels and not through coercive means. Indeed, all these institutions are 

significant for the continuity of stability and integrity in the maritime regime instituted 

by UNCLOS. 

 

4.1.3.3 Shortfalls 

The UNCLOS negotiations were characterized by their extraordinary complexity and 

length. The process took almost a decade and, in some respects, up to 27 years-according 

to Østreng (2018) and Odeyemi (2015). This dragged on for such an inconveniently long 

time that it had many challenges because most nations could not keep full engagement 

and consistent participation, which resulted in delays and wide frustration. While 

UNCLOS indeed provided a comprehensive legal framework for maritime governance, 

there have indeed been considerable obstacles to its implementation. According to Singh 

and Jaeckel (2024), in particular, the challenges related to areas like deep-sea mining or 

environmental protection, still show slow ratification of the Convention by some states 

or incomplete compliance with its provisions. Besides, the settlement mechanisms 

designed under UNCLOS, such as ITLOS, have been criticized for not being utilized 

enough, according to Tuerk (2016). While these legal paths are open, many disputes 

remain unsettled because the states often decide to choose bilateral negotiations or other 

methods outside the courts. This further demonstrates discomfort with the full 

engagement of formal mechanisms under UNCLOS and has pointed to problems that 

persist in ineffective enforcement and application of legal standards in practice, 

requiring a much greater commitment and cooperation if the full potential presented by 

the UNCLOS framework is to be realized. 

 

4.1.3.4 Suggestions 

Considering the extended duration and intricate nature of negotiations in past 

conferences (Østreng, 2018), future meetings are likely to go a long way by adopting 

simpler negotiation structures. Advanced phased agreements could also be developed, or 

interim agreements that allow states can achieve progressive consensus to avoid further 

delays of the agreement. Providing specialized technical and financial assistance to the 

states, especially to developing nations, would be an integral step for the effective 

implementation of the complex legal provisions. 

Establishing international bodies specifically for the purpose of monitoring and assisting 

adherence would go further in making international norms binding. In that respect, 

such international entities would ensure the oversight and support necessary to be 

certain that states adhere to the convention’s obligations. Additionally, making formal 

dispute resolution mechanisms more attractive and accessible, such as the ITLOS, may 

lead to wider use. This would involve simplifying the procedures, reducing the costs 

involved in them and increasing awareness in states as far as benefits derived from these 

mechanisms are concerned. Such reforms may help in building further efficiency and 

effectiveness in international legal processes and enhance the quality of global 

governance robustly and cooperatively. 
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4.1.4 Global Climate Change Summits  

The emphasis on inclusivity in global climate summits highlights the importance of 

involving a broad range of stakeholders both state and non-state actors in international 

negotiations. This approach enhances the legitimacy of agreements and fosters trust 

among participants. For instance, COP26 in Glasgow (2021) and COP27 in Sharm El-

Sheikh (2022) demonstrated how coalitions of cities, businesses and NGOs could 

advocate for stronger emission reduction pledges, amplifying the voices of those most 

affected by climate change. Policymakers should prioritize mechanisms that ensure 

equitable representation, particularly for low-income nations and marginalized 

communities. This can be achieved through capacity-building initiatives, technical 

assistance and financial support to enable these nations to meet their NDCs.  

The Rome Statute, which established the International Criminal Court (ICC), provides 

an example of how international law can be used to hold individuals accountable for 

crimes against humanity. Some legal scholars argue that similar frameworks could be 

explored for environmental crimes, potentially recognizing ecocide as a prosecutable 

offence under the ICC. This would create stronger legal backing for climate action, 

ensuring that violations such as large-scale deforestation, oil spills, and carbon-intensive 

activities face judicial scrutiny. 

The Paris Agreement’s framework, which balances flexibility with accountability 

(Cremers, Wright and Rochette, 2020), serves as a model for future international 

treaties. Allowing countries to tailor their climate action plans while adhering to 

collective goals helps such agreements to accommodate diverse national contexts while 

maintaining a unified global effort. To address implementation gaps, especially among 

resource-constrained nations, international institutions like the UNFCCC should 

establish robust monitoring and enforcement mechanisms. For example, transparent 

reporting systems and peer-review processes can enhance accountability and ensure 

compliance. The growing influence of non-state actors (Saifullah and Ahmad, 2020) 

underscores the need for formalized channels through which these entities can 

contribute to international lawmaking. Policymakers should embed transparency and 

participatory mechanisms into agreements to ensure that corporate interests do not 

overshadow public welfare concerns. For instance, partnerships between governments, 

civil society and multinational corporations can drive innovation in renewable energy 

and sustainable practices. 

4.1.5. The Role of Non-State Actors in Diplomatic Negotiations and International Law 

Non-state actors, including multinational corporations, civil society organizations, 

indigenous groups and academic institutions, play an increasingly significant role in 

shaping diplomatic negotiations and the development of international law. Their 

contributions range from providing technical expertise to mobilizing public opinion and 

advocating for progressive policies, reflecting broader trends toward decentralized 

governance (O’Shaughnessy et al., 2023). For instance, at COP26, city coalitions and 

advocacy groups successfully pushed for stronger financial commitments for climate 

adaptation in vulnerable regions. Similarly, in the realm of international justice, civil 

society organizations have been instrumental in advocating for the expansion of the 

ICC’s mandate to address emerging global issues, such as environmental destruction 

and corporate accountability. Some legal experts argue that expanding the jurisdiction 

of the ICC to include ecocide severe and lasting environmental damage could serve as a 

deterrent for corporate misconduct and governmental negligence in climate governance. 

These efforts underscore the power of decentralized governance models in influencing 

international agreements (Sharm El-Sheikh, 2022). Similarly, in public health and AI 

governance, organizations such as the WHO collaborate with tech companies and 
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research institutions to develop ethical guidelines for AI applications in healthcare, 

integrating technical expertise with policy-making to ensure alignment with societal 

values and human rights principles (Al-Hwsali et al., 2023). 

To harness the potential of non-state actors effectively, international conferences should 

institutionalize platforms for collaboration. This could include advisory committees, 

stakeholder consultations and hybrid negotiation formats that integrate diverse 

perspectives. While non-state actors can enhance legitimacy and policy innovation 

(Saifullah and Ahmad, 2020), their growing influence raises concerns about 

accountability and the risk of corporate interests overshadowing public welfare (Jobin 

et al., 2019). Critics caution that profit-driven motives may override broader societal 

goals, particularly when dominant private entities influence negotiations. To mitigate 

these risks, policymakers should design adaptive legal frameworks that allow regions to 

tailor regulations according to their unique socio-political contexts. Modular regulatory 

designs, as seen in AI governance initiatives, enable flexibility while maintaining 

coherence across jurisdictions. Additionally, embedding transparency and participatory 

mechanisms into diplomatic agreements such as regular audits, public disclosures and 

inclusive stakeholder engagement can ensure that all voices, especially those of 

marginalized communities, are adequately represented. Integrating these safeguards 

helps non-state actors contribute meaningfully to diplomatic negotiations while 

upholding the principles of legitimacy, accountability and inclusivity. 

4.1.6. The Kurdish Question: Historical Roots and Contemporary Challenges 

The Kurdish question remains one of the most enduring geopolitical dilemmas, deeply 

rooted in early 20th-century diplomatic history. The Treaty of Lausanne (1923), which 

redrew the map of the Middle East (Lee, 2018), failed to grant autonomy or recognition 

to the Kurdish population. Instead, Kurdish territories were divided among Turkey, 

Iraq, Syria and Iran, marginalizing millions and denying them self-determination 

(Schlichtmann, 2003). This historical exclusion continues to shape regional conflicts and 

political dynamics across the Middle East. In Iraq, the Kurdish Regional Government 

(KRG) has emerged as a semi-autonomous entity after decades of struggle. However, 

tensions persist over resource-sharing agreements and political representation within 

the federal system (Østreng, 2018). Similarly, Syrian Kurds gained de facto autonomy 

during the Syrian Civil War but face existential threats from Turkish military 

operations and internal divisions exacerbated by external interference (Probyn, 2022). 

Diplomatic efforts to resolve the Kurdish question have been inconsistent, often 

sidelined by competing national interests. The U.S.-led coalition collaborated extensively 

with Kurdish forces against ISIS but later withdrew support due to shifting geopolitical 

priorities, highlighting the precarious position of Kurdish populations (Probyn, 2022). 

To prevent further instability, international law must promote inclusive negotiations 

that recognize the rights of marginalized groups and support self-determination. 

Drawing on lessons from international legal frameworks such as UNCLOS III, resource-

sharing disputes could be addressed through enforceable agreements that balance 

federal and regional interests. Establishing transparent rules and mediation mechanisms 

could help mitigate conflicts over natural resources and promote sustainable 

development. Moreover, international organizations, such as the United Nations, should 

facilitate diplomatic dialogues between central governments and Kurdish 

representatives. Regional forums bringing together stakeholders from Turkey, Iraq, 

Syria and Iran could provide a platform for long-term peacebuilding and reconciliation. 

Embedding early warning and mediation mechanisms into diplomatic agreements would 

further ensure stability and prevent future escalations. 
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Conclusion and Recommendations: 
This study has examined the role of diplomatic conferences in shaping international law, 

focusing on three key historical conferences the Hague Peace Conferences of 1899 and 

1907, the Bretton Woods Conference of 1944 and the United Nations Conference on the 

Law of the Sea (UNCLOS III, 1973–1982) as well as contemporary diplomatic efforts. 

The findings provide a comprehensive understanding of how these conferences have 

influenced legislative mechanisms in international law, addressing the research 

questions posed at the outset. 

The Hague Peace Conferences, the Bretton Woods Conference and UNCLOS III stand 

out as highly influential diplomatic conferences that have shaped legislative mechanisms 

in international law. The Hague Conferences laid the groundwork for modern 

international humanitarian law by establishing the Permanent Court of Arbitration and 

codifying the laws of armed conflict. These contributions provided a foundation for 

systematic dispute resolution and the evolution of norms governing warfare. Similarly, 

the Bretton Woods Conference created enduring institutions like the IMF and the 

World Bank, which have played pivotal roles in global economic governance. UNCLOS 

III, with its comprehensive legal framework for maritime governance, has become one 

of the most widely ratified treaties in international law, addressing issues such as 

maritime boundaries, resource management and environmental protection. Together, 

these conferences demonstrate the capacity of diplomatic gatherings to establish durable 

legal regimes that guide state behaviour and address complex global challenges. 

The legislative outcomes of these conferences have significantly advanced the evolution 

of international legal norms and treaties. The Hague Conferences introduced 

foundational principles of international humanitarian law, many of which were later 

expanded upon in subsequent treaties like the Geneva Conventions. The Bretton Woods 

Conference institutionalized norms related to monetary policy, exchange rate stability 

and development assistance, shaping the architecture of international economic law. 

UNCLOS III unified maritime practices globally, preventing conflicts over maritime 

boundaries and resource utilization while promoting sustainable environmental 

stewardship. These conferences not only codified specific legal standards but also set 

precedents for future diplomatic efforts, demonstrating the importance of inclusivity, 

flexibility and robust enforcement mechanisms in fostering widespread acceptance and 

long-term impact. 

The success of recent diplomatic conferences, such as COP26 and COP27, demonstrates 

the importance of adaptability in addressing evolving challenges. Policymakers should 

adopt innovative approaches, such as phased agreements or interim measures, to 

achieve progressive consensus without delays. Robust enforcement mechanisms are 

critical to ensuring compliance with international agreements. Institutions like the 

International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) and arbitration panels provide 

valuable lessons for designing dispute resolution frameworks in other domains, such as 

climate governance and human rights. Addressing historical injustices and promoting 

equity remain central to the evolution of international law. Incorporating principles of 

fairness, inclusivity and accountability aids modern legal frameworks to better reflect 

the needs and aspirations of diverse populations. 

The Kurdish question highlights the consequences of exclusionary diplomatic decisions, 

as seen in the Treaty of Lausanne’s failure to grant Kurdish self-determination. This 

historical injustice continues to fuel regional instability and underscores the need for 

inclusive diplomatic negotiations that prioritize equity and fairness. Lessons from 

successful conferences like UNCLOS III suggest that enforceable agreements balancing 

federal and regional interests could mitigate tensions over resource-sharing and political 
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representation. Establishing transparent rules, mediation mechanisms and early 

warning systems would help prevent escalations and foster reconciliation. International 

organizations, such as the United Nations, should facilitate dialogues between central 

governments and Kurdish representatives, ensuring that marginalized voices are heard 

and respected. Embedding principles of inclusivity, accountability and adaptability into 

diplomatic agreements ensures that international legal frameworks contribute to lasting 

peace and stability in the region. 

Key insights and recommendations 

The success of these conferences underscores the critical importance of inclusivity, 

flexibility and effective enforcement mechanisms in shaping durable international 

regimes. Inclusivity ensures broad participation and legitimacy, as demonstrated by the 

wide range of stakeholders involved in UNCLOS III and recent climate summits like 

COP26 and COP27. Flexibility allows legal frameworks to adapt to evolving socio-

political realities, as seen in the Bretton Woods institutions’ ability to address emerging 

economic challenges. Robust enforcement mechanisms, such as those established under 

UNCLOS, enhance compliance and resolve disputes amicably. However, while these 

conferences have succeeded in establishing legal frameworks, enforcement remains a 

persistent challenge. This is where international legal institutions, such as the ICC under 

the Rome Statute, could offer valuable insights. The ICC’s ability to hold individuals 

accountable for crimes against humanity has prompted discussions on expanding its 

jurisdiction to include environmental destruction potentially recognizing ecocide as a 

prosecutable offense. Given the urgent need for robust enforcement in climate 

governance, future diplomatic agreements could explore mechanisms akin to those of 

the ICC to ensure accountability for environmental crimes. 

To improve future diplomatic conferences, policymakers should adopt innovative 

approaches, such as phased agreements or interim measures, to achieve progressive 

consensus without delays. Strengthening enforcement mechanisms through transparent 

reporting systems, peer reviews and accessible dispute resolution channels will enhance 

accountability. Additionally, involving non-state actors such as civil society 

organizations, multinational corporations and academic institutions can enrich 

negotiations by integrating diverse perspectives and technical expertise. However, 

safeguards must be embedded to ensure transparency and prevent corporate interests 

from overshadowing public welfare concerns. 

Theoretical and practical implications 

From a theoretical perspective, this study confirms the validity of international regime 

theory in explaining how diplomatic conferences create lasting legal structures that 

guide state actions. It also aligns with legal positivism by highlighting the importance of 

formal processes and state consent in the creation of international law. Furthermore, the 

constructivist lens reveals how shared ideas, beliefs and identities shape the norms 

codified during these conferences. 

Practically, the findings offer valuable guidance for policymakers, diplomats and 

international organizations. By prioritizing inclusivity, flexibility and accountability, 

future diplomatic efforts can develop more equitable and adaptable legal frameworks. 

Preventive diplomacy measures, such as early warning systems and mediation 

mechanisms, can preempt conflicts and promote global peace and security. Finally, 

addressing historical injustices and incorporating lessons from past successes will enable 

the international community to build a more just and stable global order. 

Scholars can benefit from insights gleaned from the provided conferences as these offer 

useful lessons on the future diplomacy planning and management of its implementation. 

It is, therefore, seen that inclusiveness coupled with flexibility and sustainable 

enforcement methods are important for the success of these international regimes. 
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However, the employment of preventive diplomacy measures will also improve the 

capacity to metamorphose new threats into internationally agreed goals and objectives 

of international relations for the promotion of global peace and security. 

Altogether, the experience of the above-stipulated historical conferences has shown how 

diplomacy continues to function as a significant factor in the formation of international 

law. In this respect, the study of previous diplomatic conference successes could serve as 

the foundation for the creation of new plans and programs that would help prevent the 

previous mistakes and as a result, create a more effective approach for the development 

of adequate legal norms that would help towards the establishment of permanent and 

stable just international order and enforcement. 

Limitations and suggestions for future studies  

According to the results of the study examined in this paper, the following limitations 

were identified in the study:  

● The study is restricted to some conferences hence the results may not apply to all 

diplomatic conferences. Also, the study only depended on available documents, 

meaning that the exploration in some of the issues may not have been very 

extensive. In future research studies, there is a need to adopt a wider net of 

diplomatic conferences more than the Hague Peace Conferences, the Bretton 

Woods Conference and finally UNCLOS III. Analyzing other conferences, 

especially, those, where various regions and issues are discussed assists scholars 

in making conclusions concerning the generalisability of the findings and 

provides a more exhaustive picture of how diplomatic conferences contribute to 

the process of/strengthening of international law. 

● Comparative analysis of different types of diplomatic conferences such as peace 

conferences as compared to the economic summits could help in understanding 

the effects that the object of the conference has on the structure, process and 

products of the conference. Now such comparisons can contribute towards 

searching for the best practices that must be specific to various domains of 

international law. To enrich the sources for further investigation, the primary 

data obtained from the interviews with the participants, diplomats or other 

colleagues, have firsthand experience of the conferences’ work, could be used. 

This approach would give a better understanding of the details of the 

negotiations, problems that were faced and reasons for coming up with certain 

decisions. 
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دایجڵەو ەىدێن  
 

 طعيد دیزشەزكيب خمد. 

هەوًێس، هەزێمی -بەشی پەیىەندییە نێىدەوًەجییەکان و دبٌۆماطی، کۆًیژی شانظحە طیاطییەکان، شانکۆی طەلاخەدین

 عێساق-کىزدطحان
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  پىخحه

 ،یلاها یئاشح ینفسانظۆ ک شیوانەئ وو،ەڕ خاجەگسنگ د یماطۆ پٌید ینفسانظۆ ک ێط یز ەگیکاز ەیەو ەنیژێجى  َەئ       

 ەصمیکانیم یدانێپەز ەپ زەطەً ا،یزەد یاطای ۆب کانەکگسجىو یە ەو ەجەن ینفسانظۆ ک نیمێیەو ط دشۆ و  نۆ حیبس ینفسانظۆ ک

 ەً ەو ەکاجەد کانییەماطۆ پٌید ەگسوپ یکەز ەط ڕۆڵی زەطەً خخەج ەکەو ەنیژێ. جى دایجڵەو ەىدێن یاطای ەً کانەاطادانانی
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 کانییەشاۆب ۆب دواداچىونەب ەکەو ەنیژێجى  هاەزو ە.هووڕ  ەخاجەد زخداەهاوچ یکیجەًۆ پیۆج ەً انیکانییەگسنگ شەمەئ

 انی وجنەزکەط ەً شدازنەب کسدنێجەبێج یکانەصمیکانیو م ییو گىنجاو ییسیگشحگ نۆ چ ەک ەیو ەً شتنەیگێج ەً کاثەد
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 ،یجیەناۆ چ یظەیک ەیو ەنیژێجى  یباش ڕێ ینانێکازهەب ە. بنێسبک زەطەچاز  ەو ەس یگشحگ یماطۆ پٌید ەیگڕێ ەکىزد، ً

 نیمێیەط دش،ۆ و  نۆ حیبس ،ی)لاها کانییەکەز ەط ییەژووێم ەنفسانظۆ ک زەطەً کانییەکەو لاو  ییجاەز ەط ەزچاو ەط ەکەو ەنیژێجى 
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 یکانەکًىج کەو  یکانەزخەهاوچ ییەماطۆ پٌید ڵەو ەه هاەزو ە(، هایزەد یاطای ۆب کانەکگسجىو یە ەو ەجەن ینفسانظۆ ک

 َەً زگسجنەطىد و  ەب ەکەو ەنیژێ. جى ەو ەکاجەدیش طحکسدەد یس یباش و ژ یانڕ خىکم یکانییەزەشخێطحپەو د واەشىهەک

و  یهانیج یواەشىهەک ەیًىجک کەو  ،ەو ەکاجەدیش شیکانەزخەهاوچ ییەماطۆ پٌید ڵەو ەه ،ەانییژووێم ەشحنەیگێج

 یز ەطەچاز  ەانیىیجىان کانەزخەهاوچ ەنفسانظۆ ک نۆ چ ەک خێبصانس ەیو ەئ ۆکىزد، ب یپسط ەب ثەبیجا یکانییەزەشخێطحپەد

 یمەظحیط یز یۆ ج یجیەواڕە کانەنجامە. ئنەبک ەو ەحێو ەکەد انێیً ەک ەیانینگازڵئا وەو ئ کساوەزنەطەچاز  یکانەساجیم

 ییاطای ەیکهاجێپ کانییەماطۆ پٌید ەنفسانظۆ ک نۆ چ ەک داثەد ەو ەوونکسدنڕ  ەک ،ەو ەنەکەد اطخڕ پشح یجڵەو ەىدێن

ئاشکسا  ەو ەئ کانەنجامەئ هاەزو ە. هەیەه جانڵەو ەد یوجەظىکەڵه زەطەً انییزەگیکاز ەک نەکەدزوطخ د ەییشیمەه

 شەمەئ ،ەنساو  اثیبن کسدنێجەبێج یص ێهەب یصمیکانیگىنجاندن و م ،ییسیگشحگ زەطەً وجىوەزکەط یمەظحیط ەک نەکەد

 ۆب نسخەب یکێنیوانێڕ ج  ەساو یزگەى ێً انیطىود شىوداێپ  یکانەنفسانظۆ ک ەً ەک ەیوانان وەئ ەک ەیو ەئ ۆب ەیەئاماژ 

 .نەکەندیداب کانەزخەهاوچ ۆییەو مس  یکیجەًۆ پیۆج ەپسط یزکسدنەطەچاز 

 لاهای، ئاشحی کۆنفسانظەکانی وودش، بسیحۆن کۆنفسانظی گشحگیسی، نەزمی، جێبەجێکسدن، میکانیصمەکانی :وشەهانهٌیٌە 

 .UNICLOS کىزد، پسطی
 

 

 دوز المإتمساث اًدبٌىماطيت في جطىيس الآًياث اًحشريعيت في اًلانىن اًدولي

 

 طعيد دیزش ەزكيب خمد. 

 اًعساق-ازبيٍ، اكٌيم هىزدطحان-كظم اًعلاكاث اًدوًيت ودبٌىماطيت، هٌيت اًعٌىَ اًظياطت، جامهت صلاح اًدين

 raqeeb.saed@su.edu.krdًوتروني: اًبريد الا 

  مٌخص

ومإتمس  جحناوي اًدزاطت جأذير ذلاذت مإتمساث دبٌىماطيت هامت، و هي مإتمساث لاهاي ًٌظلاَ، ومإتمس بسيحىن وودش،         

حشريعيت في اًلانىن اًدولي. وجإهد اًدزاطت على اًدوز الأمم المحددة ًلانىن اًبداز اًراًز، على جطىيس الآًياث اً

المدىزي ًٌحجمعاث اًدبٌىماطيت في وطع المعايير وجدوين المبادئ وهرًى ئنشاء المإطظاث اًحي جحعامٍ مع اًحددياث 

م هيفيت اًعالميت مع جظٌيط اًظىء على أهميحها في اًجغسافيا اًظياطيت المعاصرة. هما جظحعسض اًدزاطت اًرغساث في فه

مظاهمت اًشمىًيت والمسونت وآًياث اًحنفير في نجاح أو فشٍ الأطس اًلانىنيت اًدوًيت، وهرًى هيفيت اًحعامٍ مع الإزد 

اًحازيخي غير المدٌىي، مرٍ اًلظيت اًوسديت، من خلاي اًدبٌىماطيت اًشامٌت. وباطحخداَ منهج دزاطت اًداًت اًنىعيت، 

انىيت اًخاصت بالمإتمساث اًحازيخيت اًسئيظيت )لاهاي، بسيحىن وودش، اجفاكيت الأمم يدٌٍ اًبدز المصادز الأوًيت واًر

المحددة ًلانىن اًبداز اًراًز(، بالاطافت الى اًجهىد اًدبٌىماطيت اًدديرت مرٍ كمم المناخ ومبادزاث خىهمت اًرهاء 

ىد اًدبٌىماطيت المعاصرة، مرٍ كمم المناخ الاصطناعي. وبالاطحفادة من هره اًسؤي اًحازيخيت، جدٌٍ اًدزاطت أيظاً اًجه

اًعالميت والمبادزاث المحعٌلت اًلظيت اًوسديت، لاطحوشاف هيفيت تمون المإتمساث اًدديرت من معاًجت الإزد غير المدٌىي 

 واًحددياث اًناشئت. وجإهد اًنحائج صدت نظسيت اًنظاَ اًدولي اًحي جفسر هيفيت خٌم المإتمساث اًدبٌىماطيت ًهياهٍ

كانىنيت دائمت يإذس في طٌىن اًدوي. وجوشف اًنحائج أيظاً أن الأنظمت اًناجدت مبنيت على اًشمىًيت واًلدزة على اًحويف 

وآًياث الإنفاذ اًلىيت، مشيرةً ئلى أن اًدزوض المظحفادة من المإتمساث اًظابلت جىفس زؤي كيمت لمعاًجت اًلظايا 

 .اًجيىطياطيت والإنظانيت المعاصرة

 اًوسديت، المظأًت ًٌظلاَ، لاهاي مإتمساث وودش، بسيحىن مإتمس اًشمىًيت، المسونت، الإنفاذ، آًياث: ث المفحاخيتاًوٌما

 .يىنيوٌىض
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