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? Meital Pinto, “Taking Language Rights Seriously”, King's Law Journal, Vol. 25, No. 2, Routledge, London
and New York, 2014, pp. 231-254, p. 231.
* Navin Kumar Singh and others, «Globalization and Language Policies of Multilingual Societies: Some
Case Studies of South East Asia», Journal of Revista Brasileira de Linguistica Aplicada (RBLA), Belo

Horizonte, Vol. 12, N°. 2, 2012, p. 349-380, p.352.
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' Louis-Jean Rousseau, Elaboration et mise en ceuvre des politiques linguistiques, page 1, article
disponible sur le site web : https://hal.science/hal-02424020/document
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paris, 2021/HS1 (Hors série), pp. 275-280, p. 276.
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' José Woehrling, «Les concepts juridiques mis en ceuvre en matiére de politique linguistique», Revue
d'analyse comparée en administration publique, Ecole nationale d'administration publique, Québec,
Vol. 16, n° 3, 2010, pp. 22 a 38, p. 23-25.

? Alan Durant and Janny HC Leung, «Legal Order and Linguistic Diversity», in: Language and Law, Alan
Durant (co.), 1" edition, Routledge, London and New York, 2016, pp. 46-51, p. 46.
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CONSTITUTIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE KURDISH
LANGUAGE IN IRAQ BETWEEN THEORY AND PRACTICE
(AN ANALYTICAL STUDY)

Assist. Prof. Dr. Shaho Ghafur Ahmed
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ABSTRACT

The Republic of Iraq is a multi-ethnic federal state, and the Kurdish language is
one of the main constitutional languages of its ethnic components. This language has its
own rules, roots and history, but at most stages and different times, the official
authorities in the country ignored this language or did not pay sufficient attention to it
through formulating the legal procedures for determining the official language. Since
the issuance of the Basic Law of 1925, the policy of one official language has been
followed at the national level, which was the Arabic language, while taking into account
ethnic and linguistic diversity at a lower and narrower level. The recognition of the
Kurdish language as an official language in Iraqg was a sensitive political issue. At some
stages it was recognized indirectly within the framework of national rights, and at other
stages directly but only in areas inhabited by Kurds and the Kurdistan Region.
However, with the establishment of the federal system, especially after the issuance of
the 2005 Constitution, the Kurdish language, along with the Arabic language, became an
official language throughout the Republic of Irag, and it was an important step to
strengthen a constitutional right for an ethnic component in lrag. To ensure the
consolidation of constitutional recognition of the Kurdish language, some legal and
practical texts and procedures were put in place, while on the practice, it faced many
obstacles and was not implemented as required, so that the imposition and use of the
Arabic language appears clearly through the actions and dealings of the federal
authorities throughout Iraq, and this violates the principles of the current Iraqi
Constitution, and is considered a return to the pre-federal period.

Keywords:
Kurdish language, Iragi constitution, Language policy, Federal authorities, Challenges
and guarantees of multilingualism.
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