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Legal regulation of the rights of the visually impaired in the Marrakesh Treaty

of 2013 and national laws

Prof. Dr. Hussein T. Faidhallah Mahdi Maghded Qadr
College of Law / University of Salahaddin College of Law / University of Salahaddin
dr.hussein.1956 @gmail.com mahdimaghded@gmail.com

Abstract

The Member States of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) adopted
the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind,
Visually Impaired or Otherwise Print Disabled, on June 27, 2013 in Marrakesh. The treaty
forms part of the body of international copyright treaties administered by WIPO. The
Treaty has a clear humanitarian and social development dimension and its main goal is to
create a set of mandatory limitations and exceptions for the benefit of the blind, visually
impaired, and otherwise print disabled. On this basis, we found it necessary to study the
Iraq and Kurdistan laws for copyrights and related rights in line with the provision of the
Marrakesh Treaty, so as to evaluate their compatibility with the rules and provisions of the
Marrakesh Treaty and their observance of human rights practices, particularly freedom of
expression, education, participation in the cultural life of society and scientific progress
also to produce concrete legal results by proposing specific legal texts that could be used
to develop the existing laws to protect copyright and related rights in Iraq and the
Kurdistan region of Iraq in one hand, and to benefit an important segment of society who
are people with the special needs, namely the blind, visually impaired and Otherwise Print
Disabled, through the adoption of a set of mandatory limitations and exceptions for the

benefit of the mentioned target group on the national Iraq and Kurdistan region levels.

Keywords:
Copyrights, Author Rights, Related Rights, Marrakesh Treaty, Rights of Visually Impaired
People.
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