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The impact of U.S.A.-Iraqi relations on security stability in Iraq (2011-2023)

Chwais Hassan rasool Omar Ali Rashid

Legal advisor in the Kurdistan Parliament Collage of Political sciences /

University of Salahaddin -Erbil

chwas2002@gimal.com omar.rashid@su.edu.krd

Abstract

The American foreign policy in Iraq emphasizes the stability of Iraq. The U.S. attempts to control the
internal conflicts within Iraq so Iraq is not divided. In addition, the U.S. tries to prevent the regional actors
from intervening in Iraq and implement their agendas on the broader region. Iran is an actor that is trying
to expand its influence in the area, and Iraq has become a theater for Iran to implement its policies and
carry out its operations. The Iranian encroachment in Iraq has affected the countries in the region,
especially Saudi Arabia, an American ally. Under the last three administrations, the U.S. policy from 2011
to 2023 has strengthened a democratic, stable, and united Iraq. The U.S. wants Iraq to be close and
friendly towards its allies in the region.
The U.S. withdrawal from Iraq in 2011 created a huge security vacuum which led to the creation and
growth of the ISIS terror organization in the country. Iran seized the opportunity to increase its influence
inside Iraq. The Iranian growing influence and Shia militia attacks on U.S. forces made the U.S. react by
killing the Iranian general Qassim Soleimani at Baghdad airport. In reaction to Qassim Soleimani’s death,
the Iraqi parties aligned with Iraq voted in the parliament to oust the U.S. forces in Iraq. This increased the
challenges for the U.S., including entering militia forces into the political system, growing corruption, and
loss of public trust in military forces. In addition, the parties became more sectarian, and their allegiance
was more toward the sect than the nation.
The goal of the U.S. is to leave Iraq once it's sure that Iraq won’t cause regional and international issues
for the U.S. in the future and has long-term stability. Until the unstable situation in Iraq is not resolved,
Iraq might move toward civil war. Iraq was formed based on the international agreements among great

powers; its disintegration resulted from internal conflicts.
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