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From the Conflict to Power: the Affiliation of the Turkmen Tribes to the Safavid Sect (1453-1488)

Awesta Fuad Hassan
Department of History, College of Arts, Salahaddin University-Erbil, Kurdistan Region, Iraq
Awesta.hassan@su.edu.krd
Kamaran Muhammad Haji
Department of History, College of Arts, Salahaddin University-Erbil, Kurdistan Region, Iraq
kamaran.haji@su.edu.krd

Abstract

This study, entitled “The Association of Turkmen Tribes with the Safavid Order (1453-1488 CE)”, examines the
leadership of Sheikh Junayd and Sheikh Haydar, with particular emphasis on their roles and charismatic authority in
mobilizing followers. The analysis highlights the extent to which each leader was able to consolidate support, despite the
dominance of the Aq Qoyunlu and Qara Qoyunlu confederations as two powerful political forces in Azerbaijan, alongside
the presence of formidable regional neighbors such as the Ottomans and the Uzbeks. Furthermore, the research
investigates the relationship between the diverse Turkmen tribes of Central Asia and the Safavid movement, considering
both their receptivity to the Safavid religious call and their efforts to politicize this affiliation by forming a unified military
force composed of Turkmen disciples and adherents.

Ultimately, the study underscores how the leadership of Sheikh Junayd and Sheikh Haydar transformed the Safavid order
from a local religious community centered in the Ardabil monastery into the nucleus of an emerging political entity with
broader regional aspirations.

Keywords: Shaykh Junayd, Shaykh Haydar, Turkmen tribal, Qizilbash, Safavid Tariqa
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