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Abstract

The interplay between political culture and political institutions is an important topic in political science. With regard to Iraq,
the failure to develop a liberal democratic political culture, the continued dominance of traditional cultural heritage and
traditional social structures in the consciousness and behavior of politicians both inside and outside official institutions, and
the consequent reflection of a culture of subservience and adherence to sectarian and ethnic fanaticism in the exercise of
power, threaten to derail the democratic transition process and hinder the efficient performance of official political
institutions. This is in addition to the impact of the lack of harmony between religious thought and liberal democratic thought
and practice. Thus, the study aims to uncover the interconnected and interacting traditional structures that threaten the
effectiveness of the political system and lead to the weak performance of its institutions. Among the most important of these
structures is traditional political culture. Accordingly, the study was divided into two sections. The first section deals with
the theoretical framework of the study, while the second section focuses on the most important pillars and values of the
prevailing Iraqi political culture, and the extent of their reflection on the performance of the House of Representatives. The
study concluded with a number of conclusions, among the most important of which is that the House of Representatives is
among the institutions most influential in social structures and traditional political culture, because the social and cultural
dimension of elections is reflected in the composition and performance of the House of Representatives.

Keywords: Political culture, political institutions, institutionalization, political system, institutional performance

effectiveness.
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