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About the Journal

Zanco Journal of Humanity Sciences (ZJHS) is an international, multi-disciplinary, peer-reviewed, double-
blind and open-access journal that enhances research in all fields of basic and applied sciences through the
publication of high-quality articles that describe significant and novel works; and advance knowledge in a
diversity of scientific fields. https://zancojournal.su.edu.krd/index.php/JAHS/about
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Abstract

This study, titled “Archetypes of Mystical Imagery in Classical Kurdish Poetry,” is a master thesis that investigates the
presence and significance of archetypal symbols within Kurdish literary heritage. Rooted in mythological critique and
guided by Carl Gustav Jung’s psychological theories of archetypes, the research analyzes classical Kurdish poems through
a mythopoetic lens.

The archetype, conceptualized as a primordial element of collective human consciousness, encompasses a wealth of
shared experiences, memories, symbols, and narratives. Preserved across generations, these archetypes manifest as
cultural touchstones that transcend temporal and geographic boundaries.

In this research, our focus is on classical Kurdish poetry, specifically selecting poems only from poets who adhere to the
principles of mysticism. The selected poems are exclusively those written in the Central Kurdish dialect.

The work is structured in a way that identifies certain archetypal mystical images within classical Kurdish poetry. Later,
to interpret these archetypes, we draw upon Kurdish mystical and mythological culture embedded in the poems.

Finally, through a mythological lens, we explore how myth as a component of religion (mysticism) is reflected in classical
Kurdish texts, and how mystical pursuits are portrayed.
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