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Abstract

This research investigates conversational strategies in the Kurdish TV talk show “Legel
— Ranj — with Ranj” from a cognitive-pragmatic perspective. The twentieth century has
observed an increasing interest in talk shows that offer both information and

entertainment. However, studies on the category of talk shows are limited. So, this

Keywords:
research aims to (1) examine whether turns are evenly distributed among guests and
cognitive pragmatic, audience members, (2) analyze how cognitive principles such as global and local
conversation, . . o . . .
conversation strategies function within the conversation, and (3) investigate whether the host seeks to
analysis, Kurdish raise public awareness through the discussion. Due to the need for a comprehensive
TV talk show.

analysis, mixed methods are implemented. The global strategy is the analytical part,
which was examined qualitatively. Simultaneously, a quantitative examination of the
local strategy occurs. Results indicate that, at the cognitive level, maintaining a coherent
and mindful conversation depends on local strategy that ensure each statement aligns
with and supports the overall framework. Meanwhile, the global strategy provides the
necessary structure and objectives. This combination enables the conversation to achieve

its main goals and remain organized. An examination of selected excerpts from the talk

reveals that the host frequently frames discussions to share insights, educate, and engage
participants regarding the topic's significance. Consequently, the host seeks to enhance

public awareness.
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1. Introduction

According to Sperber and Wilson (1995), cognitive pragmatics incorporates the study of the
linguistic dimensions of language use within the frameworks of cognitive science. Clark (1996)
describes cognitive pragmatics as the exploration of the psychological processes and mental
conditions that facilitate human communication. This research focuses on conversations in a
selected Kurdish TV talk show through the lens of cognitive pragmatics. Rymes (2009) defines
conversation as the act of exchanging thoughts and emotions, which occurs during typical human
interactions within specific cultural and social contexts—such as when individuals greet one another
or engage in questions and answers. Furthermore, this research aims to examine whether
conversational turns are evenly distributed among guests and audience members, analyze the
functionality of cognitive principles like global and local strategies within the conversation, and
investigate whether the host intends to raise public awareness through the discussion. The
methodology is based on the conversation model presented in Bruno Bara’s book, "Cognitive
Pragmatics: The Mental States of Communication," and employs both qualitative and quantitative
methods. Additionally, while writing this research, several research questions have arisen that
require answers, including (1) How effectively have conversation strategies been employed within
the context of the talk? (2) To what extent do guest participants utilize specific conversation
techniques to influence viewer perceptions? and (3) What are the primary mental effects the host
employs to express appreciation toward the participants?

2. Theoretical Background

2.1 Cognitive Pragmatics

According to Sperber and Wilson (1995) cognitive pragmatics incorporate the study of the linguistic
dimensions of language use, all within the frameworks of cognitive science. cognitive pragmatics
in the view of (Clark,1996) is the exploration of the psychological processes and mental conditions
that facilitate human communication. Gernsbacher (1997) states, that one of the main concerns of
cognitive pragmatics is to identify the skills and thought processes necessary for effective
communication. This includes considering how people decide what to say to convey specific
meanings and how listeners understand what is said based on context. For example, studies have
shown that speakers often use common knowledge and surrounding context to ensure that their
messages are understood, while listeners rely on this context to understand their meaning. The main
thinking skills involved in communication include the activation of memory and knowledge.
Speakers and listeners use their stored knowledge, such as cultural norms and personal experiences,
to make sense of the interaction. This includes holding references and accessing relevant
information from memory. In addition, inference and reasoning are essential to interpret meanings
that are not directly expressed, as in the case of metaphors or idioms. For example, to understand
sarcasm, listeners have to infer what the speaker really means, which involves taking into account
the context and tone of the speaker Meanwhile, Carston (2002) emphasizes that cognitive
pragmatics delves into the cognitive mechanisms and principles that influence how meaning is
constructed and understood within a given context. In addition, Bara (2010) describes cognitive
pragmatics as a subset of pragmatics that centers on the mental states and cognitive elements
involved when individuals engage in conversation. (Bara, 2010; Sperber and Wilson, 1995). Their
works emphasize the importance of knowledge sharing and teamwork in effective communication.
2.2 Conversation and Conversational Strategies

Conversation to Rymes (2009) is the act of exchanging thoughts and emotions. It could happen
during normal human interaction incorporated within particular cultural and social setting, like
when people greet one another or ask and answer questions. Bara (2010) describes conversation as
“a social activity requiring a cooperative effort of a minimum of two participants, who knowingly
and intentionally interact in establishing the purpose of their interaction.” Ludwig Wittgenstein
(1953), originally argues that using the power of language like taking part in a game. He describes
this notion as a "language game." By introducing the term "game," he highlighted that speaking a
language represents an activity or a "way of life." This wide term encouraged him to investigate
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many different uses of language, illustrating its natural flexibility. For example, asking questions,
expressing gratitude, making an oath, praying and greeting, (cited from Bara ,2010). Covered by
the idea of conversation analysis there is the global structure and the local structure in dialogues. In
terms of global structure each conversation is made of three strategies an opening strategy as
(Maw1i,2018) claims is the stage that the talk programs are made accessible to people in general for
the first time. As referring to the general framework of speech interactions. According to
(Martines,2000) opening strategy forms the first unique part or transaction. Every conversation
commences with the opening, which is the first move towards getting to the crux of the issue being
discussed. The body strategy in a talk show as (Martinez,2000) states, mainly offers a platform for
interaction, where players participate in a turn-taking way, principally by asking and responding to
questions. The achievements are evaluated in terms of their subject content as well as in terms of
how they affect the developing interactive "game" the participants are playing. Thus, right after the
first introductory phase, the conversation changes to the second phase, which starts and develops as
the host interacts with the members in the different areas of argument, question-answer phases that
upward the subject. The closing strategy according to (Schegloff and Sacks, 1973) cited from the
work conducted by (Mawi,2018) marks the final stage in the talk show. Similar to opening, closing
forms an essential part of the framework of spoken interaction and has been defined as events-in-
the talk. The conclusion of talk show follows convention that is significantly unlike from those used
in regular conversation, in which any participant gets to start the closing. In terms of local structure
as it is determined by Sakcks, Schegloff and Jefferson (1974) conversation is made up of turns., and
each turn is a set of speech acts delivered by the same actor. Taking turns is an important part of
the local structure of a conversation. The connection between speech acts in the same turn is also
controlled by local structure. So, a turn can be made up of more than one speech act, and the set of
these acts is what makes it a turn. Furthermore, another main idea involved in local structure is
adjacency pairs in which it controls the connections between turns that happen one after the other.

3-Methodology and Data Collection

This research employs a mixed-methods, integrating both qualitative and quantitative analyses. The
global strategy serves as the analytical component of the research and is examined qualitatively. In
contrast, the local strategy is analyzed quantitatively by measuring the number of turns taken. The
data collection for this research is based on the oral conversations from the selected TV talk show
in the Kurdish language, "Legel Ranj—with Ranj." The program is a weekly talk show that airs on
the Rudaw broadcast and digital news network every Sunday at 9:00 PM. The show’s central figure
is the presenter, Ranj, who invites significant news making figures to discuss the week’s major
issues. It is a current affairs program that not only highlights important topics but also aims to create
news by encouraging guests to share new insights. Guests can come from various backgrounds,
including celebrities, politicians, authors, entertainers, business leaders, scientists, and
philosophers. The talk is available for download from Rudaw’s Portal channel, and the selected
episode was originally aired on Thursday, January 23, 2025, under the title “Dujmine sarawekani
naw qap u pédewistiyekan—The Invisible Enemies in Dishes and Supplies.” Bruno Bara's
conversation game features guide the transcription and analysis of the discussions. The analysis
focuses on a total of ten minutes, consisting of the first five minutes and the last five minutes of the
talks. Bara's theory, which focuses on the mental states of an individual, guided the deliberate
selection of the talk show. Furthermore, numerous steps were followed throughout the data analysis.
At the beginning, specific excerpts are selected and analyzed based on the model used for analyzing
the talk shows. Second, comprehending the sense of each excerpt in the videos. Then, categorizing
the data into conversational strategies according to Bara's theory. At the end, the excerpts are
analyzed to achieve the research aims, considering various aspects of conversation strategies, like
the introduction, body, and conclusion, along with the number of turns taken between the host and
other participants. Additionally, how are the adjacency pairs fulfilled from the perspective of
cognitive pragmatics?

791



Hasan. A. &Mohammed. K. Y ZJHS (2025), 29(SpB);789-799

4. The Background of the Talk
On Thursday 23" of January 2025 Ranj Sangawy in his distinguished TV talk show discusses a
very crucial matter under the title “Dujmine sarawekani naw qap u pédewistiyekan -The invisible
enemies in dishes and supplies”. Ranj hosted four main experts in the field of nutrition and
chemistry talking about the devastating danger of using pre — and polyfuoroalkyl substance which
globally known as “PFAS” a chemical substance found in most of daily household uses. The gusts
were:
1 — Guest 1, Head of Department of Nutrition, Erbil Medical University
2- Guest 2, Professor of Industrial Chemistry and Lecturer at Salahaddin University
3- Guest 3, Specialist in Food Engineering and Production
4- Guest 4, Director of Research and Organizational Affairs in Erbil Chamber of Commerce and
Industry
PFAS is a dangerous substance used to extend the life of goods, this type of substance is present in
some plastics, cleaners, women's hair dye and children's toys. It weakens the immune system and
destroys good stomach bacteria, weakening our immune system. in addition, this dangerous
substance possibly causes obesity and hormonal disorders. PFAS. There are some papers used in
fast food wrapping that are dangerous because they are coated with PFAS. Even pizza cartons are
covered with PFAS, which is dangerous.” Some pots are also covered with dangerous with it.
5- Data Analysis
5.1 The Global Strategies Utilized in “Dujmine sarawekani naw qap u pédewistiyekan -The
invisible enemies in dishes and supplies” are:

5.1.1 Opening Strategy
The talk starts with a very clear introduction about the subject matter. The comprehensive preface
sets the talk apart. Due to the significance of the topic, the presenter allocates a special time to
provide such a comprehensive introduction. The host wants to increase awareness about a dangerous
substance in the context of the topic. In the first excerpt, after extending greetings, the host sought
to capture the attention of both the live audience and viewers watching the show on television
regarding PFAS, a toxic substance that infiltrates our daily lives without our awareness. However,
the host did not introduce the participant guests; instead, he prioritized the significance of the issue.
In excerpt two, the host started the talk without mentioning names of the guest participants; he
immediately reminded viewers that university professors are the invited guests of the current
episode. In excerpt three, the host for the second time welcomed the present audience and expressed
his gratitude for their attendance. The term "thanks" at the very beginning does not convey to the
viewers that the conversation has concluded. Conversely, it demonstrates the value of their
attendance in the debate.
Excerpt one, host: berézan silawtan 1€bét. Hiwadarim bitwanim serinctan rabikésim berasti emro
bas le babetéki zor wird i hestyar ekeyn......

Host: hello dears. I hope today I will be able to draw you attention to talk about a very
sensitive and significance topic ...............cooeeenee
Excerpt two, host: ew careyan mamostayani zanko hawaryan 1€ hestawe.

Host: this time the university professors loudly communicate......
Excerpt three, host: xosewistan, bexérhatin sercawekanim, supas bo amadebilini hemi layektan.
Host: dears , I warmly welcome you, thank you for your presence.

5.1.2 The Body Strategy
Following about 2 minutes and 28 seconds of a thorough introduction, the host continues a more
in-depth exploration of the topic, and to provoke the topic further, the main part of the talk, as in
excerpt four, commences with a scientifically related break from the topic. It is worth mentioning
that the break is typically a commercial part unrelated to the purpose of discussion. Here, in this
talk, the break provides convincing facts that motivate guests and participants, asking the audience
and viewers to critically explore PFAS, the toxic substance, and to investigate various strategies to
reduce its potential risks. For example, exploiting advertisements on TV channels to instill
awareness among citizens, especially women, because they are the primary concern of this matter
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and are more harmed and exposed to malicious diseases as a result of the use of these toxic
substances. Furthermore, the break facilitates the audience's analysis. In other words, it raises many
questions, like how we didn't know about the toxic substances' bad points. On the other hand, the
audience may think that this issue should be taken to the parliament and discussed as an important
health issue. The break also prompts viewers to think over the significance of the subject matter.
Excerpt four, host: sereta ba seyréki em raporte zanistiyey Ridaw bikeyn..

Host: first let’s take a look at this scientific report prepared by Rudaw
5.1.3 The Conclusion Strategy
The ending part of the talk lasts around three minutes, throughout which the host requests each guest
participant to express their final thoughts in just a sentence. Limiting an individual from delivering
their concluding words on a subject is regarded as a difficulty, since the speaker must be very careful
and intelligent in selecting appropriate content within the allotted time. In excerpt five, the host
invites the first guest to present his last word, after which he requests concluding remarks from the
other participants, respectively. In excerpt six, the host concludes the conversation by extending his
sincere thanks and expressing wishes for a life filled with peace. The host, however, wants to add
something but stops to close off the conversation. It is unknown why the host stays away from
stating his thoughts, either due to time constraints or the belief that his comments might call for
some additional thought.
Excerpt five, host: risteyekt 1€ werdegrim, yek riste bo xelk, ¢iyan pé eléy?

Host: provide me with simply one sentence that represents what you convey to people.
Excerpt six, host: zor supas binerani héja. PEm waye bay ewende zanyari tédaye... Hiwadarim
hemutan selamet bin. Xwahafiz.

Host: esteemed viewers I sincerely appreciate you. I believe it contains a great

information. I pray you are all secure. Farewell.

5.2 The Local Strategies Utilized in “Dujmine sarawekani naw qap u pédewistiyekan -The
invisible enemies in dishes and supplies” are:
5.2.1 Turn - Taking
Number of Turns Per Minute in Legel Ranj - with Ranj : “Dujmine sarawekani naw qap u
pédewistiyekan -The invisible enemies in dishes and supplies”. The host, guest participants,
reporters, and attendees take turns based on the information, notes, comments, and topic
explanation.

Table (1) Number of turns per minute in the first five minutes.

Minutes | Host | Guest | Reporters
1 1 -

2 1 - 6

3 - - 6

4 1 - 4

5 2 - -

The first column indicates the number of minutes, while the next columns indicate the extract of the
guest participants and reporters’ turn-taking per minute from the talk. The assignment of provided
turns is different due to various degrees of proficiency among agents. However, the presenter, who
serves as the moderator of the discussion, takes 5 turns within the first five minutes of the talk and
speaks for around 2 minutes and 16 seconds, while the reporters dominate the conversation during
the first five minutes, so they take 16 turns and speak for about 3 minutes. The guest participants
appear to have no opportunity to offer their opinions. This phenomenon can be understood within
the theoretical framework of cognitive pragmatics because the host attempts to build relationships
and show engagement, especially when dealing with new settings. Additionally, the host's intention
to create an enjoyable environment may lead to assigning more roles to a reporter, which can
showcase his character or proficiency and potentially enhance the confidence and acceptance of the
guest participants.
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Table (2) Number of turns per minute in the last five minutes.

Minutes Host Guests | Studio
attendees
1

2

WL —
W |— (NN
W N[ !

The first column indicates the number of minutes in the last five minutes, while the subsequent
columns represent the number of turns taken per minute by the host, guest participants, and studio
attendees during the discussion. In the final five minutes of the debate, the host dominates the
conversation by taking eight turns. This behavior reflects the host's knowledge, broad thinking, and
awareness of the ongoing disaster in the country. The host's concluding remarks can be considered
a message to those concerned, urging unity in the fight against everything that threatens our health,
as the destruction of health equates to the destruction of the entire country.

In contrast to the initial five minutes, the guest participants take more turns to articulate their final
thoughts on the topic. They are mindful of their expressions and strive to organize their opinions to
alleviate mental stress for themselves and the audience. This involves using clear language,
storytelling, and visualizations that simplify complex concepts. Additionally, the studio attendees
contribute three turns to enhance the discussion by sharing their perspectives and seeking solutions
from the guest participants, who offer unique strategies for mitigating this hazardous material. The
studio attendees view the guest participants as a source of hope, believing they may find ways to
eliminate these harmful substances. Furthermore, as television is a public platform, they aim to have
their concerns recognized by the authorities, who are expected to address this issue with seriousness.

5.2.2 Adjacency pairs
After almost five minutes, throughout which the talk started as a cultural norm, the host extends
his greeting for the second time to warmly welcome viewers and to prepare the guests, audience,
and viewers for the next stage, which is talking about the main subject matter of the day and showing
the seriousness of the topic. However, the host did not await a reciprocal response, because opening
remarks were directed to the general audience, which is why no single person was responsible for
responding. Consequently, the adjacency pair's prerequisites remain unfulfilled. While greeting, the
host simultaneously asks the first participant whether they believe that "Dujmine sarawekani naw
qap u qacax—the invisible enemies in dishes" is an appropriate expression, as illustrated in excerpt
seven. The guest in excerpt eight believes that the statement is accurate, especially when he affirms
in excerpt nine that it is indeed an essential problem related to environmental pollution, which leads
to an adjacent request being acknowledged by an adjacent response pair. Furthermore, in excerpt
ten, the host responds to a suggestion from the guest with an adjacent pair of acceptances, as shown
in excerpt eleven. In this talk, the host uses a specific strategy by immediately asking a question to
the first guest after greeting them. This approach aims to save time and capture the guest's
spontaneous thoughts without allowing them a moment to think.
Excerpt seven, host: silawtan 1ébét. Dktor basi dujmine sarawekam kird. Em derbrine durste?

Host: hello there. Doctor, I have talked about invisible enemies. Is this expression
correct?
Excerpt eight, guest: bel¢ be dilniyewe.

Guest: Yes, definitely.

Excerpt nine, guest: tebhen éme xoman dezanin .........

Guest: of course we know .........
Excerpt ten, guest: hiwadarim éwes wek kenaly rudaw, éme amadin yarmetitanbdeyn, ke con
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riklam bo biznis klas eken émes komelék sty jingeiytan ediné ba fris bé boman blawkenewe......
Guest: I hope that you, as the Rudaw channel, we are ready to assist and provide
information on various environmental matters. So, how do you advertise for business class. Please
broadcast the advertisements, even if they are free.
Excerpt eleven, host: pésniyareket leserserman........
Host: your suggestion is accepted ....
6- Results and Discussion
The researcher found that in the host's intuitive awareness of language usage promotes the upkeep
of continuity and structure in the conversation, guaranteeing the show's objectives are accomplished
while controlling the level of thinking for all participants. The host is assumed in a state of intention,
consciously constructing the circumstances, organizing the topic, and stimulating the audience for
the upcoming discussion. This implies thoughtfulness and determination, as the host decides to
share the information and the way used for presentation. Efficient turn-taking convey an impression
of equality and inclusivity. When all participants are aware of their ability to speak up and respond,
it develops positive sentiments and respect among them. The body of the talk begins with a break
relevant to the subject, which serves as a cognition signal, indicating to both guests and viewers that
what follows will be important and thematically connected. This break also functions as a reset,
effectively managing and enhancing the audience's attention on the main topic. It facilitates the
development of essential background knowledge and sets expectations. Additionally, a subject-
relevant break effectively captures attention, reduces anxiety about thinking, and aligns the mind's
capabilities. Furthermore, the guest participants have the opportunity to comment in the final five
minutes of the talk. During this time, they may experience feelings of validation and satisfaction.
Studio attendees who were unable to speak may feel disappointed or deprived of the opportunity to
share their final thoughts. Additionally, researches have implemented all appropriate conversational
strategies, including an introduction, body, and conclusion at the global strategies level. At the local
strategies level, turn-taking and adjacency pairs are also utilized. The guest participants used certain
conversation tactics like criticism and suggestions to cognitively influence their impressions of the
viewers.In addition, the host used specific expressions to appreciation such as, ( silawtan 1€bét -
hello there) , (zor supas - thank you very much), (Xosewistan, dears) , (herbijit - long live) ,
(destxosbét- well done).
7- Conclusions
Due to the host's deliberate authority and cognitive filtering that prioritizes competence, turn
allocation in conversation is inherently uneven. At the cognitive level, sustaining a coherent and
mindful conversation relies on local strategies that ensure each statement aligns with and supports
the overarching framework, while global strategies establish the structure and objectives. This
combination assists in achieving the primary goals of the conversation and maintaining its
organization. Observations indicate that the host often frames discussions to share knowledge,
educate participants, and highlight the topic's significance. Consequently, the host aims to raise
public awareness.
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Appendix
The following are the script of “Dujmine sarawekani naw qap u pédewistiyekan -The invisible enemies in
dishes and supplies”

A- The Transcription of the First Five Minutes
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d oy Sl Bhes 5 sl € Ol s8 Saln @was st guemy solaslagl laslen
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B85 i 948 4 (pdidineda (s8aule <€ Ol g Saus sBul A 5 HusleA e GRS § e LS G cmgeSes S,
sdgond OoSa gignd lugn gt Sede gadqund W e ARG i
S s EESI 3 GSIH0 (oul oy
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B- The Transcription of the Last Five Minutes
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The following is the link of the selected Kurdish TV talk show legel Ranj — with Ranj: “Dujmine sarawekani

naw qap u pédewistiyekan -The invisible enemies in dishes and supplies. Accessed in 3™ of April 2025
https://www.rudaw.net/sorani/onair/tv/episodes/episode/lagal-ranj---qap/26022025121801
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