= . TYPE: Original article
VZ | Zanco Journal of Human Sciences (ZJHS) DOI https:/doi.org/10.21271/zjhs.30.SpA. 12

OPEN ACCESS GCC—Kurdistan Region Relations:

*Corresponding author

Zubir Rasool Ahmed The Role of Iran—Saudi Arabia Geopolitical Rivalry
zubir.ahmed@su.edu.krd

Zubir Rasool Ahmed/Department of International Relations and Diplomacy, College of
Political Science, Salahaddin University-Erbil, Kurdistan Region,Iraq.

28 /04/2025
23/07/2025
15/02/ 2026 Abstract
The relationship between the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) and Gulf
countries began after the fall of Saddam Hussein's regime in 2003. With Saddam's
demise, Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries grew apprehensive about Iraq's
future, shaping their interactions with the KRG based on Iraq's significance and role in
their political and security calculations. The post-2005 era witnessed heightened
regional tensions, driven by an unfavorable balance of power for the GCC, governance
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Kurdistan Region of The Gulf countries' engagement with the KRI in Iraq can be delineated by two principal
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G (;](’: objectives of GCC foreign policy in Iraq. Firstly, Saudi Arabia sought to assert a

substantial role in regional politics, particularly in post-2005 Iraq, in response to the
escalating influence of Iran and Turkey in the region. Secondly, Saudi Arabia aimed to
counterbalance Shi'a dominance within the Iraqi state by fostering equilibrium among
Iraq's major factions. While the Sunni population exhibited weakness and division, the
Kurds significantly influenced the country's political trajectory, especially from 2005 to
2017.

I will argue that the Iran’s growing presence in Iraq has emerged as the most significant
factor of GCC-KRI relations. Consequently, Gulf states, especially Saudi Arabia, have
sought to engage with the Kurds to exert pressure on both the Shia government and
Iranian dominance. The GCC ties with KRI are intricately linked to the post-2005
policies of Iraq's political elite towards the Gulf countries. The GCC's engagement with
the KRI primarily occurs during pivotal political developments and crises in Iraq,
aiming to leverage Kurdish influence in Baghdad and assert a role in Iraq's domestic

politics.
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1-Introduction

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, including Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE), have shown various levels of engagement with the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI) since the 2003 Iraq War. However, not all the GCC’s members
wield equal political influence. Particularly since the onset of the Syrian Civil War, tensions have
arisen within the GCC regarding regional geopolitics, notably evident in the strained relations
between Saudi Arabia and the UAE on one hand, and Qatar on the other. Therefore, references to
“Gulf countries” in this article specifically denotes those nations shaping the primary policies of the
GCC, predominantly Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Kuwait, rather than all GCC members. As a result
of internal divisions within the GCC, individual member states have pursued varying policies,
posing a challenge to the development of a unified approach towards the KRI. These states have
consistently engaged with the KRI since 2003, a relationship significantly influencing Gulf policy
dynamics, particularly since the outbreak of war in Syria, and the subsequent coalition against the
Houthis in Yemen.

This paper seeks to understand how the Iran—Saudi Arabia regional competition has influenced
GCC—KRI relations in Iraq since 2005, and what the underlying motives behind this influence are.
It also explores the extent to which this rivalry has shaped the policies of GCC states toward the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq. Consequently, the central inquiry of this study pertains to the existence
of and motivations behind any relationships between the KRI and Gulf countries.

Additionally, this article examines the nature of relations between the GCC and KRI since 2005 and
discerns the guiding principles behind these interactions. The existing literature on this topic is
sparse, virtually limited to Marianna Charountaki’s (Charountaki, 2016) paper “The GCC in
Kurdish politics”, primarily based on interviews with Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG)
officials and Gulf consular representatives in the KRI. Other available resources are largely
journalistic in nature, lacking scholarly depth. Thus, it is imperative to fill this research gap by
investigating the presence or absence of formal relations between these entities, how such relations
have been pursued, and the underlying motives guiding these interactions.

2-Methodology

This research adopts a qualitative approach, primarily utilizing secondary sources to analyze the
evolving relationship between the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries and the Kurdistan
Region of Iraq (KRI) in the post-2003 era. The qualitative methodology is particularly suited to this
study as it allows for an in-depth exploration of the political, economic, and socio-cultural dynamics
that have shaped the engagement between these regions. By focusing on qualitative data, the
research emphasizes contextual understanding, interpretation, and the identification of patterns and
themes that are not easily quantifiable.

The study relies extensively on secondary sources, including academic articles, policy reports,
official statements, and media archives, to construct a comprehensive narrative of the GCC-KRI
relationship. These sources were selected based on their relevance, credibility, and ability to provide
diverse perspectives on the topic. To ensure a robust analysis, the author has incorporated literature
written in Kurdish, Arabic, and English, thereby capturing the nuances and regional discourses that
might otherwise be overlooked in a monolingual approach. This multilingual framework not only
enriches the study but also reflects the transnational nature of the subject matter.

A key component of the methodology is the systematic tracking and analysis of diplomatic visits
and high-level engagements between the KRI and GCC countries. The author has meticulously
documented and analyzed nearly all significant visits, both from the KRI to the Gulf states and vice
versa, since 2003. These visits serve as critical indicators of the evolving political and economic
ties, offering insights into the priorities, strategies, and mutual interests driving the relationship. By
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examining the timing, frequency, and outcomes of these engagements, the study identifies key
milestones and turning points in the GCC-KRI relationship.

In addition to diplomatic visits, the research incorporates an analytical framework that considers
broader geopolitical and regional dynamics, including the role of external actors such as the United
States, Iran, and Turkey. This contextual analysis is essential for understanding the motivations
behind the GCC's engagement with the KRI and the implications of this relationship for regional
stability and power balances.

The methodological approach is further strengthened by a critical evaluation of the sources used.
The author has employed source triangulation to cross-verify information and ensure the reliability
of the findings. This involves comparing data from multiple sources, such as government
publications, international organization reports, and independent analyses, to mitigate potential
biases and enhance the validity of the research.

Finally, the study acknowledges the limitations inherent in relying on secondary sources, such as
potential gaps in data availability and the risk of interpretive bias. However, these limitations are
addressed through a rigorous and transparent analytical process, ensuring that the conclusions drawn
are well-supported and contextually grounded.

3-The Kurdish-Gulf nexus: A historical overview

The use of the Kurdish issue! in Iraq, Iran and Turkey can serve as a strategic tool to exert pressure
and influence political behavior. This has been a longstanding agenda for countries in and beyond
the region. The Kurdish card, employed as political leverage, has been utilized by Iran, Syria and
even the United States against Iraq on multiple occasions (Nazeli, 2023, p.31). During the Iran-Iraq
War, both Iran and Syria supported Iraqi Kurds against the Ba‘ath regime (Council on Foreign
Relations, 2022). In line with this, Saudi Arabia will need to consider the Kurdish factor if it is to
strengthen its role in Iraq. The Kurdish factor cannot be overlooked by any power wishing to exert
influence in the Middle East, given the political position of the Kurds in Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey.

Iraqi Kurdish-Gulf relations are relatively young, mainly stemming from the downfall of the Ba‘ath
regime in Iraq in 2003. Particularly notable developments occurred following the ratification of the
permanent Iraqi Constitution in 2005, which granted formal recognition to the Kurds as a political
and constitutional entity within a federal Iraq. Since then, the Gulf countries’ relations with the KRI
have a legal and constitutional scope, as opposed to support for non- or anti-state groups.

However, historical records (Rubinstein, 1972) indicate diplomatic exchanges dating back to the
1970s between the Kurdish revolutionary leader Mullah Mustafa Barzani and King Faisal of Saudi
Arabia, primarily concerning the perceived threat posed by the Soviet Union to the region following
the 1972 Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation between the Soviet Union and Ba“athist Iraq. In this
correspondence, King Faisal also appealed to former US President Lyndon B. Johnson for military
and financial support to empower Barzani in establishing a Kurdish government in northern Iraq
(Ali, 2017). Nevertheless, more concrete historical evidence regarding direct financial or logistical
assistance from Gulf countries to Kurdish movements remains elusive.

After the moment of the fall of Saddam Hussein’s regime, the Gulf countries had fears over the
future of post-Saddam Iraq, as discussed in greater depth in the next sections. Initially, the Gulf
countries, especially Saudi Arabia, monitored the political situation in Iraq and refrained from

! The Kurdish issue refers to the complex political, social, cultural, and economic challenges surrounding the Kurdish
people's quest for recognition, rights, and self-determination within the modern states they inhabit. These challenges
are deeply rooted in history, shaped by geopolitical dynamics, and vary across the countries with significant Kurdish
populations, primarily Turkey, Iraq, Iran, and Syria. See Natali, Denise (2005). The Kurds and the State: Evolving
National Identity in Iraq, Turkey, and Iran. Syracuse University Press. Also, Gunes, Cengiz, & Zeydanlioglu, Welat
(Eds.) (2013). The Kurdish Question in Turkey: New Perspectives on Violence, Representation, and Reconciliation.
Routledge.
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interfering in its internal affairs, until the coming to power of Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki in
2006, when the sectarian conflict between Arab Iraqi Sunnis and Shias reached its peak, and Iran to
a great extent controlled political decision-making in Iraq. This is discussed in greater depth in the
following sections.

Engaging with the KRI provides an opportunity for the GCC to counterbalance Iranian influence in
Iraq and expand their own sphere of influence. As the Maliki administration aligned more closely
with Tehran, Saudi Arabia and other GCC countries sought a new card to counterbalance Iranian
influence. The KRG, whose interactions with Shia-dominated governments were strained, emerged
as potential allies. Prior to the ascendance of Shia-dominated leadership in Baghdad, Gulf nations
primarily engaged with the KRG through the central government. However, Maliki’s policies
prompted the GCC to establish direct relations with the KRG, as will be explained next
(Gulmohamad, 2021).

4-Saudi foreign policy towards post-2003 Iraq

The GCC’s policy towards the KRI has been closely intertwined with its approach towards post-
2003 Iraq. This section focuses mostly on Saudi Arabia’s policy towards post-2003 Iraq, due to
Saudi domination of the GCC’s foreign policy in these years; the policy of the other Gulf countries
did not conflict significantly with Saudi policy toward Iraq. It is difficult to understand Saudi
Arabia’s strategy in post-Saddam Iraq without first understanding the general security approach of
the Saudi regime. Saudi foreign policy is guided by both domestic and foreign factors, including the
need for stability within the country and the assurance of security outside its borders (Nonneman,
2005). As Gause (2011) argues, Riyadh’s main regional policy is concerned with maintaining the
security of the regime against domestic and external challenges, such as ideological challenges to
the domestic stability and legitimacy of the regime, and external military threats.

Since the formation of both entities as modern states (Iraq out of the ashes of the Ottoman Empire
in 1921, Saudi Arabia after the al-Saud family’s overthrow of the Hashemite Kingdom of Hejaz in
1932), Iraq’s political system, political elite and political development have been a source of
concern for Saudi Arabia. From monarchic Iraq to republican Iraq, from Saddam Hussein’s Iraq to
post-Saddam Iraq, the country has been a troublesome neighbour for Saudi Arabia. After the 2003
US-led invasion of Iraq, these concerns reached a peak, when for the first time in the history of the
modern Iraqi state, representatives of the majority Shia Arab population were in control. Riyadh’s
concern over a Shia-led government in Iraq can be understood through the role of the security
dimensions in Saudi Arabia’s domestic and foreign policies.

The involvement of Saudi Arabia in Iraq can be attributed significantly to its domestic security
imperatives. Saudi rulers are wary of an outbreak of increased sectarian strife between its Sunni-
majority population and its Shia minority, which they fear could be affected by the confessional
enmity between Iraq’s Shias and Sunnis (Gause, 2011). This is due to the Saudis’ political and
sectarian links with Iraqi Arab Sunnis on the one hand, and the rise of the Shia religious identity of
Iraqi Shias after 2003 on the other, which could mobilize domestic opposition to the Saudi regime.
Any development in Iraq’s sectarian equilibrium is thus perceived as potentially impacting Saudi
Arabia. Adel al-Jubeir, long-term diplomat and foreign affairs advisor to Prince Abdullah, in
November 2003 told a press conference in Washington, “We are concerned that the situation in Iraq
unless we deal with it in a positive way could erode and unravel” (McMillan, 2006). These fears
were especially sharp during the 2003-2015 period, when sectarianism became a source of grave
concern for both Riyadh’s domestic and foreign policy in the region.

In the summer of 2006, Maliki, who had assumed the Iraqi premiership a few months earlier, visited
Saudi Arabia and met with King Abdullah. Following this meeting, King Abdullah concluded that
Maliki and his government were aligned with Iran and were therefore contrary to Saudi interests,
leading him to refrain from further engagement (Riedel and Harvey, 2020). From 2003 to 2017, this
perspective significantly influenced Saudi policy towards fostering closer ties with the KRI,
subsequently leading to the development of KRI-Saudi relations. Additionally, the diminishing
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involvement of the United States in Iraq as the years passed, culminating in its withdrawal from
Iraq at the end of 2011, compelled Saudi Arabia to engage more extensively with both Sunni Arab
and Kurdish factions.

Saudi involvement in Iraq has manifested in various forms, ranging from military support rendered
to Iraqi Sunni Arabs and insurgent factions, to deliberate political obstructionism aimed at impeding
the establishment of a Shia-dominated government. For instance, fearing Iranian hegemony, Saudi
Arabia and the Arab Gulf countries supported Sunni political forces and the unsuccessful candidacy
of the more moderate Shia politician Ayad Allawi, in an attempt to prevent the re-election of Maliki
as Prime Minister in 2010. This strategic maneuvering by Riyadh is underpinned by its adept
exploitation of sectarian divides, which serves the dual purpose of fortifying its domestic legitimacy
and bolstering its regional policy objectives. Central to this strategy is the consolidation of Saudi
Arabia’s influence among its Sunni allies in countering the ascendancy of Iran.

On a non-state, or ethnic and socioreligious level, Saudi Arabia has engaged with Sunni Arab tribes
and political groups on the one hand and made approaches to the Kurds on the other. Particularly in
the years from the US-led invasion in 2003 to the American withdrawal in 2011, when Saudi Arabia
was in close coordination with the United States, Riyadh was somewhat cautious regarding any
overt intervention in both the political process and ethno-sectarian relations of Iraq (Gause, 2011).
Saudi Arabia’s primary engagement in post-2003 Iraq was conducted through Iraqi Sunni Arabs.
Saudi Arabia did not have close ties with the Iraqi Shia and Kurdish communities, unlike Iran and
Turkey respectively, which allowed these countries to become more involved partners with the new
Iraqi governments from 2003 until 2011.

Sunni Arabs were not a promising partner for the Saudis if the latter were to gain influence. Sunni
Arabs’ main sources of political power before 2003 were the Iraqi Army and the Ba‘ath Party; both
these institutions were disbanded shortly after Iraq was occupied in May 2003, by the US-dominated
Coalition Provisional Authority which filled the vacuum left by the collapse of the regime. Due to
Sunnis’ lack of political power inside the state after the US-imposed de-Ba‘athification process, and
Sunnis’ lack of an obvious political agenda, Saudi engagement in Iraq also remained unsystematic
(Ahmed, 2017). As a result of the lack of a proper regional strategy, and of success in building
institutional bases in post-2003 Iraq, Riyadh’s capacity in Iraq remained weaker than that of Iran
and Turkey.

After the death of King Abdullah in 2015, King Salman and his son, Mohammed bin Salman, finally
realized that not engaging with Iraq cedes the field to Iran. Since then, there has been a shift in Saudi
policy towards Iraq and the KRG. Mohammed bin Salman’s approach has been to engage with both
Iraq and the KRI simultaneously (Riedel and Harvey, 2020). Following the end of Maliki’s tenure
in 2014, successive Iraqi Prime Ministers, from Haider al-Abadi to Adil Abdul-Mahdi, Mustafa al-
Kadhimi and now Mohammed Shia al-Sudani, have sought to establish relations with Saudi Arabia.
Baghdad did not officially resume diplomatic relations with Riyadh until 2015, during the era of
Abadi (2014-2018). His successor, Kadhimi, continued these efforts. Unaffiliated with any regional
power, Kadhimi was able to host several high-level meetings between senior Iranian and Arab
officials during his term. However, despite these diplomatic successes, a number of GCC countries
still viewed the close ties between the Iraqi ruling blocs and Tehran with suspicion. Nevertheless,
Riyadh received many prominent Iraqi figures, including the head of the al-Hikma Movement, Shia
cleric Ammar al-Hakim, in August 2022 (Amwaj Media, 2021). Since taking office in October
2022, Sudani has worked to continue engagement with neighboring Arab countries. After becoming
Prime Minister with the support of Shia forces supported by Iran, GCC countries initially viewed
him as collaborating with Tehran. However, Sudani has demonstrated an ability to leverage his
close relationship with Iran while building on the diplomatic successes achieved by his predecessor.

However, none of these political figures could provide Saudi Arabia (or its GCC allies such as the
UAE) with an effective and powerful card to play in Iraqi politics or on the regional level. GCC
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countries finally realized that they should engage more effectively with Iraqi Kurds, which has also
been a long-standing goal of the Kurds towards the Arab Gulf countries, especially Saudi Arabia.
This is now explored in the next section.

5-The GCC’s engagement with the KRI

As discussed, the Gulf countries, particularly Saudi Arabia and the UAE, have sought a role in the
various political changes that have occurred in Iraq since 2003. This was evident in 2006 when
Maliki assumed power, as well as in 2011 as pressure was exerted on Maliki during the buildup to
the emergence of ISIS. More recently, the GCC has also displayed a close interest in the KRI’s
referendum in 2017, and in the youth-led protests for reform that swept Iraq after November 2019.
These instances highlight the Gulf countries’ desire to be involved in significant political events in
Iraq, and particularly those that affect the KRI.

The Kurdish dimension in Gulf politics intersects with two key aspects of GCC policy. Firstly, it
reflects Saudi Arabia’s burgeoning regional aspirations, particularly in the aftermath of pivotal
regional shifts such as the fall of Saddam Hussein’s regime and the waning influence of other
regional powers like Syria and Egypt. Secondly, it underscores Saudi Arabia’s strategic imperative
to assert influence in Iraq, thereby offsetting Iran’s hegemony in the country. This strategic objective
involves countering the dominance of Shia political forces and Iranian influence in Iraq.

Particularly since 2003, the Kurds have emerged as influential actors in shaping Iraq’s political
trajectory. In contrast, the Sunni community, fragmented and weakened, struggled to assert
significant pressure against Maliki’s authority independently. Given the relatively limited leverage
of Iraqi Sunnis in shaping the political landscape, the combined influence of both Kurdish and Sunni
factions emerges as a potent force in exerting pressure on the Maliki government. The Kurdish
factor can thus provide GCC with political influence. The GCC countries strive to maintain
influence in Iraq and the broader Middle East; engaging with the KRI thus allows them to gain a
foothold and establish diplomatic ties, potentially enabling them to shape political decisions and
alliances.

After Maliki’s election in 2006, Gulf countries reached the understanding that it would be difficult
to challenge Maliki’s government, and Shia rule, by relying solely on Arab Sunnis, who make up
only around 20 percent of Iraq’s population. To this end, they realized that rapprochement with Iraqi
Kurds, especially the then-KRI President Masoud Barzani, would be more advantageous for
advancing Saudi and other Gulf policies in Iraq. In confidential memoranda to King Abdullah bin
Abdulaziz, the Saudi Foreign Ministry suggested approaching the Kurds to undermine Maliki’s
sectarian rule (WikiLeaks, Doc#939 and Doc#68445, 2015). For this purpose, the Foreign Minister
suggested that the King invite Barzani, described as a strong figure in Iraq, to Riyadh. In 2007, the
KRG President visited Riyadh at the official invitation of the King (KRG.gov, 2007). In April 2010,
King Abdullah met with Barzani and Iraqi President Talabani. The meeting with these two Kurdish
figures was read as Riyadh’s attempt to sway the Kurds politically in favour of lending their support
to the Iraqiya List, a coalition dominated by Sunni Arabs, and away from the Shia bloc with its close
ties to Iran (Ghahriyan, 2018).

Barzani visited the UAE and Saudi Arabia again in 2015, welcomed by King Salman bin Abdulaziz.
In 2016, Saudi Arabia officially opened its consulate in Erbil due to the increased diplomatic role
of the KRI and its importance in the fight against terrorism and the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
group (ISIS). Subsequently, the relation between the KRI and Gulf countries has grown still
stronger. Current KRG President Nechirvan Barzani and Prime Minister Masrour Barzani have
made multiple visits to Saudi Arabia and the UAE, as well as Qatar, in the years 2020-24. These
visits and warm relations with Saudi Arabia and the UAE have been criticized repeatedly by Iraqi
and Iranian officials, alleging that Saudi Arabia aims to create a Sunni alliance against Iraqi Shia
political forces and Iran.
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Other Arab Gulf states have demonstrated their eagerness to forge close links with the KRI. Abu
Dhabi, one of the largest investors in post-war Iraq with much of this funding directed towards
Kurdistan, enjoys extensive diplomatic and political ties with the KRG. In 2014, Dubai’s Chamber
of Commerce launched an office in Irbil to assist Emirati companies already involved with the KRG.
The UAE also provided humanitarian aid and assistance to the KRI, especially during the fight
against ISIS. The UAE Red Crescent, the country’s humanitarian agency, offered significant
support to the KRI in terms of health care, education and infrastructure development. Qatar has
demonstrated commitment to investing significantly in the KRI’s burgeoning energy and
infrastructure sectors (Cengiz, 2022). Furthermore, the GCC has formally invited the KRG to
participate in its meetings, a gesture extended by GCC Secretary-General Jasem Al-Budaiwi during
a meeting with Masrour Barzani at the World Government Summit in Dubai in February 2023
(Kurdistan 24, 2023). These developments signify the GCC’s aspiration to assume a potentially
significant and emerging role in Iraqi Kurdistan, perceived as a stable and prosperous region in
which Gulf countries seek to invest.

A number of factors have contributed to the rapprochement between the GCC and KRI.

5.1 Counterbalancing Iran

The GCC countries perceive Iran as a regional rival and are concerned about its influence in Iraq.
Engaging with the KRI provides an opportunity for the GCC states to counterbalance Iranian
influence and expand their own spheres of influence. Saudi Arabia, the UAE and other Gulf
countries aspire to establish a foothold in Iraq, but Shia political factions influenced by Iran have
impeded their access.

Following the Arab Spring uprisings, the GCC became increasingly concerned about the spread and
influence of Shia political power in the region. The formation of the Hashd al-Sha‘abi (Popular
Mobilization Forces) Shia paramilitary group during the fight against ISIS in 2014, which quickly
came to exert significant control over Iraq’s political and military sectors, further heightened these
concerns. The GCC has started considering strategies to weaken the power of Iraqi Shi’ites when
necessary. In this regard, Iraqi Sunni Arabs and Kurds have been seen as potential allies, as they
frequently find themselves in conflict with the central government in Baghdad. By aligning with
these groups, the GCC hopes to offset the influence of the Iraqi Shias, and maintain its own interests
in the region.

5.2.The fight against ISIS

The capture of Mosul by ISIS in June 2014 had a significant impact for the Kurds, as it required
American policymakers to acknowledge the reality of the KRI as a strong partner and military force
in the region. When ISIS began attacks on Erbil in August of the same year, it raised concerns
among regional nations, especially Saudi Arabia, which also faced significant challenges from the
terrorist group. This situation led to the formation of a new regional coalition comprising Jordan,
Turkey, Saudi Arabia and the UAE, to operate in areas occupied by ISIS, including parts of the
KRI. As a result, the fight against ISIS played a crucial role in strengthening the relationship
between the KRG and Saudi Arabia (Ghahriyan, 2018). Given the regional security challenges and
the proximity of the KRI to conflict zones, the GCC countries aim to enhance security cooperation
with the KRG. This includes sharing intelligence, coordinating counter-terrorism efforts, and
cooperating on border control to maintain stability and prevent the spillover of conflicts
(GOV.KRD, 2025).

5.3.The dynamics of Qatar-GCC rift

Qatar’s deviation from the mainstream of GCC policies after the Arab Spring, and its growing
alignment with Turkey under the leadership of Recep Tayyip Erdogan, led to a rift between Qatar
and other GCC countries. This became particularly evident amid the economic sanctions and
physical blockade imposed on Qatar by the GCC countries in 2017-21, when Turkey continued to
cooperate with Qatar. The announcement of the establishment of a Turkish military base in Qatar,

Zanco Journal of Human Sciences 2026 265



Ahmed. Z. ZJHS (2026), 30(SpA);259-272

and the deployment of military experts to Doha, exacerbated tensions. These actions were seen as
acts of defiance by other Gulf countries, causing further strain in their relationship with Qatar. The
conflict between Qatar and its GCC counterparts spilled over onto social media, with resonances
for the relationship between the Saudis and the KRI. Saudi activists used hashtags like “Saudi
Arabia with Kurdistan” to mirror the Turkish hashtag “Turkey with Qatar”, drawing on the enmity
between Turkey and the Kurds (K24, 2017).

5.4.Reverberations of the KRI independence referendum

The KRI independence referendum held in September 2017, which achieved a very large vote in
favour of independence, was a moment which made the position of many countries clear, not only
towards the KRI, but also towards the Kurdish question in the region in general. The GCC countries,
like all countries in the region (except Israel) and the international community, did not openly
support the independence of the KRI from Iraq. However, evidence suggests that the Arab Gulf
countries would prefer the KRI’s secession from Iraq to an Iranian-controlled Iraq. For instance, in
2015 Anwar Eshki, a Saudi retired major-general and chairman of the Jeddah-based think tank the
Middle East Centre for Strategic and Legal Studies, argued that the establishment of an independent
Kurdistan would mean “restricting the Iranian, Turkish, and Iraqi ambitions in the region” —i.e., the
ambitions of Saudi Arabia’s geopolitical rivals (Cengiz, 2022). During the referendum campaign,
there were rumours (mainly from pro-Iranian sources) that the referendum project was supported
by the UAE and the UAE’s consul in Erbil Rashid al-Mansouri, although no evidence emerged to
confirm this (Al-Alam News Network, 2017).

After the referendum, in early February 2020, the King Faisal Center for Research and Islamic
Studies held an invite-only panel discussion entitled “Does the Kurdish nation have any friends
other than mountains?” Among the Gulf nations, the Saudis appear to be particularly sympathetic
towards Kurdish aspirations, as they view a strong KRI as a vital barrier against Iranian dominance
in the region. Conversely, Iran has been a staunch critic of Kurdish independence. Following the
referendum, there were pro-independence celebrations in Kurdish cities in Iran in areas with strong
opposition to the Iranian government, such as Baneh, Sanandaj and Mahabad. Iran has also
previously accused Saudi Arabia of supporting Kurdish militias that oppose the Iranian regime
Cengiz, 2022).

5.5. Energy collaboration and regional empathy

The GCC countries, being major oil and gas producers, seek to collaborate with the KRI in the
energy sector. This includes exploring joint ventures, developing pipelines and expanding energy
infrastructure to ensure a stable and diversified supply of resources. Gulf Arab countries have
significantly contributed to the development of the KRI's oil and gas sector. In 2012, Abu Dhabi
National Energy Company (Taqa) signed a deal with the KRG to invest over $300 million in the
Atrush field, aiming to produce 30,000 barrels of oil daily, despite lacking Iraqi federal approval.
UAE-based Dana Gas and its partners are key producers of natural gas in the region, extracted over
150 million barrels equivalent from Khor Mor and Chemchemal fields (Dmitri Zhdannikov, 2017).
However, disputes over payments led Dana Gas to file a case against the KRG in 2013, which was
resolved in 2017 with a $1 billion settlement. In 2018, Pearl Petroleum, a consortium including
Dana Gas and Crescent Petroleum, signed a 10-year gas sales agreement with the KRG, committing
to produce 80 million cubic feet of sales gas per day (Arabian Business, March 21, 2018). The Dana
Gas on reported a five percent increase in its revenues for 2024, bringing in $445 million from its
operations in the Kurdistan Region and Egypt (Rudaw, 7 February 2025).

GCC countries also share similar cultural and religious backgrounds with most of the KRI’s
population, who are primarily Sunni Muslims. Strengthening cultural and religious ties can foster
social cohesion and deeper cooperation between these regions. In December 2024, the KRG, in an
effort to strengthen relations between both sides, established a GCC Unit headed by Areen Masrour
Barzani.
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From this analysis, it can be concluded that the Gulf countries’ motives for establishing relations
with the KRI are primarily political, followed by economic considerations. This is because Saudi
Arabia and the UAE especially do not have the same opportunities to exert their influence in
Baghdad as does Iran. By engaging with the KRI, the Gulf countries can address both political and
economic factors to some extent.

However, it is important to state that the current relations are more tactical in nature, and largely a
response to Iraq’s policies towards the GCC, rather than being strategic. Moreover, it is worth noting
that relations between Gulf Arab countries and Iran have recently improved significantly, which
could have implications for GCC-KRI relations. After a China-brokered Saudi-Iranian agreement
in March 2023, currently, all Gulf Arab states except Bahrain have either restored or intend to
restore full diplomatic relations with Iran; even Bahrain, which has long accused Iran of inciting
unrest among its Shia-majority population, has reportedly engaged in bilateral talks with Iran in
recent months. Following the announcement of the Saudi-Iranian deal, Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council Secretary Ali Shamkhani held meetings with top security and economic officials
in the UAE, indicating a potential acceleration and broadening of UAE-Iran relations. (Bahgat,
2000). The Gulf countries’ recent caution in relations with the KRI is indicative of their desire to
avoid provoking Iran after this thaw.

The invitation of the KRG to GCC meetings in February 2024 is a significant development, which
provides a good starting point for the KRI to benefit politically and economically and move away
from its landlocked geopolitical status. However, it is important that the KRG should not have
excessive expectations, and rather understand that this relationship alone may not bring about
transformative change. Instead, the KRG should view its attendance of the GCC meetings as an
opportunity to expand the KRI’s political and economic options, diversify its alliances, and reduce
its dependency on any single power (Cengiz, 2022).

6.The KRI’s objectives in its relationship with the GCC (KSA and UAE)

In the context of sovereign states, the significance of international relations is widely acknowledged.
For non-state entities like the KRI, characterized by its intricate geopolitical situation, diplomatic
engagements with other nations assume heightened importance. Given its somewhat insecure
political position within Iraq and the broader region, the KRI requires robust political and economic
ties across the international spectrum, with particular emphasis on neighbouring states and regional
powers. However, the KRI’s landlocked status has been an obstacle to the KRG expanding its
regional and international relations with other countries, except those with which the KRI borders.

In a way analogous to Gulf countries’ strategic employment of their regional influence, the KRG
can utilize its geopolitical status as leverage to shape the conduct of other nations. Hence, fostering
relations with Gulf states, notably Saudi Arabia and the UAE, serves not only as a means of
strengthening bilateral cooperation, but also as a symbolic gesture, signaling to other countries the
KRTI’s alignment with significant actors in the region. Additionally, amid mounting pressure from
Iran and Turkey, enhanced relations with the Arab world and Gulf states are imperative for the KRI.
Given the region's geopolitical constraints, fostering closer ties with Arab nations becomes not just
desirable but an urgent necessity.

In terms of economics, GCC investment is very important for the KRI. As with its diplomatic
relations, the situation regarding investment is difficult for the KRI. Because of the KRI’s economic
and political ties with Iraq, Baghdad has sometimes put pressure on companies not to invest in the
KRI, as in the case of ExxonMobil, DNO, Genel Energy, Gulf Keystone Petroleum, HKN Energy
and Shamaran Petroleum; many companies have stopped working in the KRI for this reason
(Wahab, 2014). However, the UAE has played a particularly important role in this regard, especially
in the energy sector. Former Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani has repeatedly emphasized this,
stating that “The GCC [in general] is very important for the Kurdistan Region, but our relations
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with the UAE are closer.” (Charountaki, 2016). The UAE has invested $2.5 billion in the KRI. In
2014, Hamad Buwamim, President of the Dubai Chamber of Commerce, said that 134 UAE
companies were operating in the KRI. In 2021, about 128 UAE companies operating in the KRI,
demonstrating the continuing importance for the UAE of its KRI investments (Wahab , 2014).
particularly in the agriculture and livestock sectors. These investments are aimed at enhancing food
security, strengthening the region's economic infrastructure, and meeting local needs. The UAE has
also invested in oil and gas, including a major project with Dana Gas that adds significant gas and
condensate to the region's production.

The UAE is the second-largest investor in the KRI, contributing 25% of its foreign direct
investment, following China. Trade between the KRI and the UAE totals around $3 billion annually
(Salami, 2024). Historically, this trade heavily favoured the UAE. However, since 2022, due to
efforts by the KRG to diversify exports beyond hydrocarbons, the UAE has emerged as a key market
for Kurdish agricultural products. A significant milestone was the successful introduction of
pomegranates as the first non-oil Kurdish product in the UAE. Additionally, in August 2023, the
KRG finalized a deal to export 5,000 tons of potatoes to the UAE. Forecasts indicate that up to 90
percent of Kurdish potato output will soon be destined for the UAE market. The KRG also intends
to export apples, grapes and other agricultural goods to the UAE and neighbouring Gulf markets.
Certain UAE-based firms have initiated feasibility studies to explore opportunities for large-scale
agricultural and livestock production in Kurdistan, as part of the UAE’s food security strategy
(GOV.KRD, 20 Dec 2022).

These economic relations are opening the door to closer political and cultural relations between the
UAE and KRI. Since 2019, Nechirvan Barzani has visited the UAE five times, and Masrour Barzani
has also made five trips, holding meetings with UAE President Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan
(The Presidency of the KRI, 2024). These visits, surpassing the combined number of their official
visits to Baghdad, indicate a strategic initiative by the KRG to enhance economic relations and seek
opportunities for trade and investment with the UAE. They also signify a shared interest in
deepening bilateral ties and collaborating on regional challenges (Saeed, 2023).

The KRG hopes to learn from the experience of the UAE. The KRI, it believes, has all the economic
and political potential to become a global trading centre like the UAE. The KRG leadership has
taken inspiration from the UAE's prosperous growth and aims to replicate it. Politicians of the
Barzani family, in particular, are determined to transform Erbil into another Dubai. They have
initiated ambitious projects to this end, including the construction of airports, extensive highways,
high-end shopping centres, upscale restaurants and lavish residential properties.

The KRI can also greatly benefit from the UAE’s support in combating terrorist organizations,
particularly ISIS, which continues to pose a significant threat. Seeking military assistance from the
UAE for the KRI’s Peshmerga armed forces, particularly in terms of weapons and ammunition,
could significantly bolster the region’s defense capabilities. The UAE’s commitment to countering
extremist Islamic organizations, evidenced by substantial annual investments, surpasses that of most
regional counterparts. Notably, the UAE’s stance against the Muslim Brotherhood and its radical
offshoots distinguishes it from countries like Qatar and Turkey (Nawzad , 2023).

However, establishing closer relations with the GCC is not without headaches for the KRI. For
example, when Saudi Arabia opened its consulate in Erbil in 2016, Iran’s top military adviser Yahya
Safavi said: “Barzani has allowed the enemies of the revolution to open a consulate in the KRI. The
Kurds should know that they owe Iran ... The Kurds have historical ties to Iran. Getting involved
in these political games will cause Iran to cut off their aid” (CNN, 2016). A representative from
Iraq’s Fatih (Conquest) coalition, a Shia bloc which has close connections with Iran, publicly
criticized a Saudi visit to the KRG in 2018, saying that Riyadh had “dirty hidden intentions by
opening ties with Kurdistan.” (Rudaw, 2018). This official also urged Baghdad to take a firm stance
against Saudi-Kurdish cooperation. Tehran shares the view that the KRG, aligned with the Saudi-
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led axis in the Middle East, would be used as a means to destabilize Iran and harm its foreign
interests. Tehran seeks complete control over all Iraqi groups, including the Kurds, and perceives
the deepening relations between Riyadh and Erbil as a threat to its dominance in the region. (Ali,
0.,2017).

7.Conclusion

Relatively new, significant relations between the KRI and GCC countries emerged following the
downfall of the Ba‘ath regime in Iraq. They offer potential for further development, but the level of
GCC engagement with the KRI has fluctuated over time, driven by factors such as geopolitical
dynamics, regional stability, internal politics and economic considerations. GCC countries have
historically engaged with the KRI during periods of transition or crisis in Iraq. Leveraging Kurdish
influence has been a strategic move to counterbalance Shia dominance, including during the tenure
of Prime Minister Maliki, and in the aftermath of the Kurds’ pivotal role in combating ISIS.

Saudi Arabia’s pursuit of an elevated regional role, particularly in Iraq, has led to a keen interest in
establishing closer ties with the KRI. This aligns with Saudi Arabia’s goal of countering Iran’s
expanding regional influence, and Saudi increased regional influence after the Arab Spring,
coinciding with the rising significance of the Kurds in Iraqi politics and the broader region.

However, Iran’s heightened presence in Iraq has emerged as the most significant determinant of
GCC-KRI relations, constraining the Gulf countries’ political and economic influence in the
country. Consequently, Gulf states, especially Saudi Arabia, have sought to engage with the Kurds
to exert pressure on both the Shia government and Iranian dominance, given Iraq’s historical role
as a buffer against Iranian threats in the Gulf region. The primary drivers of GCC-KRI relations
remain political, while economic objectives are also significant in the case of the UAE. Although it
is difficult to make predictions given the fluid geopolitical dynamics of the Middle East, it seems
likely that relationships of all kinds between the GCC and the KRI will continue to grow in the years
to come.

8. References

- Ahmed, Z. (2017). “Rebuilding the Iraqi state: The regional dimension of ethno-sectarian conflict (2003-2016)”
(doctoral dissertation, University of Exeter, 2017).

- Alaca, M. and Baycar, H., (June 29th, 2021). Iraq as a Theatre for the Gulf’s Geostrategic Ambitions.
<<https://blogs.Ise.ac.uk/mec/2021/06/29/iraq-as-a-theatre-for-the-gulfs-geostrategic-
ambitions/?utm_source=chatgpt.com >>.[accessed 9/7/2025].

- Al-Alam News Network, (21 June 2017). “A suspicious role for the UAE in supporting the referendum on the
secession of the Kurdistan Region?”, [in Arabic]. https://shorturl.at/tUEI6. (accessed 28 May 2024).

- Ali, O., (2017) “Iran and Barzani: Worsening relations and the risk of an inevitable clash”, Orsam Review Of Regional
Affairs 58 (Ankara: Ortadogu Arastirmalar1 Merkezi, 2017).

- Ali, S., (2 December 2017). “Letter shows Saudi King Faisal asking US President to support Kurdish government”,
K24 www .kurdistan24.net/en/story/13495-Letter-shows-Saudi-King-Faisal-asking-US-President-to-support-Kurdish-
government (accessed 4 May 2024).

- Amwaj Media, (20 April 2021). “Scoop: Iran-Saudi Arabia engagement follows ‘secret regional talks’ in Iraq”.
https://amwaj.media/article/scoop-iran-saudi-arabia-engagement-preceded-by-secret-regional-talks-in-iraq  (accessed
26 May 2024).

- Arabian Business, (March 21, 2018) “UAE-led consortium signs gas sales deal with Kurdistan gov’t,”,
<https://www.arabianbusiness.com/industries/energy/392496-uac-led-consortium-signs-gas-sales-deal-with-
kurdistan-govt.>. (accessed December 26, 2024).

- Bruce, R., and Harvey, K., (4 December 2020) “Why is Saudi Arabia finally engaging with Iraq?”,.
<<www.brookings.edu/articles/why-is-saudi-arabia-finally-engaging-with-irag/>>. (accessed 26 May 2024).

- Buzan, B., and Waever, O., (2003). Regions and Powers: The Structure of International Security (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2003).

- Cengiz, S. (2022). “Dynamics of Saudi Arabia-KRG relations: From 2003 Iraq war to 2017 referendum and
beyond”, Contemporary Review of the Middle East 9, no. 3 (2022), pp. 321-340.

- Charountaki, M., (2016). “The GCC in Kurdish politics”, Journal of Arabian Studies 6, no. 2 (2016), pp. 201-215.
<<www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21534764.2016.1242232>>.

- CNN, (9 November 2016) “Iran warns Kurdistan of the ‘consequences of cooperation with Saudi Arabia’ against it...
and the Kurdish government replies: We did not threaten Tehran and do not accept its statements”, [in Arabic].

Zanco Journal of Human Sciences 2026 269


https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/mec/2021/06/29/iraq-as-a-theatre-for-the-gulfs-geostrategic-ambitions/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/mec/2021/06/29/iraq-as-a-theatre-for-the-gulfs-geostrategic-ambitions/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://shorturl.at/tUEI6
http://www.kurdistan24.net/en/story/13495-Letter-shows-Saudi-King-Faisal-asking-US-President-to-support-Kurdish-government
http://www.kurdistan24.net/en/story/13495-Letter-shows-Saudi-King-Faisal-asking-US-President-to-support-Kurdish-government
https://amwaj.media/article/scoop-iran-saudi-arabia-engagement-preceded-by-secret-regional-talks-in-iraq
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/industries/energy/392496-uae-led-consortium-signs-gas-sales-deal-with-kurdistan-govt.
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/industries/energy/392496-uae-led-consortium-signs-gas-sales-deal-with-kurdistan-govt.
http://www.brookings.edu/articles/why-is-saudi-arabia-finally-engaging-with-iraq/
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21534764.2016.1242232

Ahmed. Z. ZJHS (2026), 30(SpA);259-272

<<https://arabic.cnn.com/middleeast/2016/11/09/iran-kurdistan-saudi-cooperation-warning>>.  (accessed 28 May
2024).

- Council on Foreign Relations, (n.d). “The Kurds’ long struggle with statelessness”, n.d. www.cfr.org/timeline/kurds-
long-struggle-statelessness (accessed 23 May 2024).

- Country Commercial Guides, (3 January 2024). International Trade Administration, “Saudi Arabia — Country
commercial guide. Oil gas & petrochemicals”. www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/saudi-arabia-oil-gas-
petrochemicals. (accessed 20 May 2024).

- Denise, N., (2005). The Kurds and the State: Evolving National Identity in Iraq, Turkey, and Iran. Syracuse University
Press.

- Gause, F. G, (2011) “Saudi Arabia’s regional security strategy”, in Mehran Kamrava ed., International Politics of the
Persian Gulf (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 2011), pp. 169—183.

- Gawdat, Bahgat. “Iranian-Saudi rapprochement: Prospects and implications”, World Affairs 162, no. 3 (2000), pp.
108-115.

- Ghahriyan, M., (2018). “The Kurdish factor in Iraq-Gulf Arab states relations”, duiwbwlwulihg Gypuuhw=
Contemporary Eurasia 7, nos. 1/2 (2018).

- GOV.KRD (3 February, 2025). Kurdistan Region Signs MoU with UAE to Enhance Governance and Administrative
Capabilities.  https://gov.krd/english/government/the-prime-minister/activities/posts/2025/february/kurdistan-region-
signs-mou-with-uae-to-enhance-governance-and-administrative-capabilities/. (Accessed 7 July 2025).

- GOV.KRD (20 December, 2022). UAE invests in Kurdistan Region’s agriculture and livestock sectors. Available
https://gov.krd/boi-en/activities/news-and-press-releases/2022/december/uae-invests-in-kurdistan-region-s-
agriculture-and-livestock-sectors/. (accessed 7 July 2025).

- Gunes, C., & Welat.,, Z. (Eds.) (2013). The Kurdish Question in Turkey: New Perspectives on Violence,
Representation, and Reconciliation. Routledge.

- Harvey, M., and Bulloch, J., (1989). The Gulf War: Its Origins, History and Consequences (London: Routledge, 1989).
- IRAQ new, (April 13 2010). “President Barzani arrives in Lebanon”, <https://www.iraqinews.com/baghdad-
politics/president-barzani-arrives-in-lebanon/>. (accessed 20 August 2019).

- KRG, (13 March 2007). “President Barzani visits Saudi Arabia”,.
http://previous.cabinet.gov.krd/a/d.aspx?s=010000&I1=12&a=16710 (accessed 26 May 20024).

- Kurdistan 24, (14 February 2023). “Kurdistan Region invited to take part in GCC meetings, union chief tells PM
Barzani”,. www.kurdistan24.net/en/story/30687-Kurdistan-Region-invited-to-take-part-in-GCC-meetings,-union-
chief-tells-PM-Barzani (accessed 28 May 2024).

- Kurdistan 24, (9 June, 2017-06-09). Saudis storm social media in support of Kurdistan Independence.
https://www kurdistan24.net/en/story/371697/Saudis-storm-social-media-in-support-of-Kurdistan-Independence.
(accessed 7 July 2025).

- Lacroix, S., (2011) Awakening Islam: The Politics of Dissent in Contemporary Saudi Arabia (Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 2011).

- McMillan, J., (2006). Saudi Arabia and Iraq: oil, religion, and an enduring rivalry. Vol. 31. United States Institute of
Peace, 2006.

- Nawzad, R., (31 January 2023). Tegaeshtn le syassati Emarat (Understanding the UAE policy). Chawy Kurd. [in
Kurdish] https://shorturl.at/YxFEu. (accessed 30 May 2024).

- Nazeli, N., and Manukyan, T., (2023). "Resumption of the Kurdish card in Iranian-Iraqi relations: complex interplay,
pre-referendum realities." National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia Institute of Oriental Studies
(2023).

- Nonneman, G., (2005). “Determinants and patterns of Saudi foreign policy”, in Paul Aarts and Gerd Nonneman
eds., Saudi Arabia in the Balance: Political Economy, Society, Foreign Affairs (London: C. Hurst & Co., 2005), pp.
315-351.

- Omayma, A. (1 March 2007). “The Shia-Sunni divide: Myths and reality”.
https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2007/03/the-shia-sunni-divide-myths-and-reality (accessed 26 May 2024).

- Reuters, (23 April 2014) “Saudi prince says Gulf states must balance threat from Iran”.
www.reuters.com/article/2014/04/23/us-saudi-security-idUSBREA3M1BJ20140423 (accessed 12 May 2024).

- Rubinstein, A. (1972). “The Soviet Union in the Middle East”, Current History 63, no. 374.
<<https://www.jstor.org/stable/45312737>>. (accessed 5 May 2024).

- Rudaw, (7 February  2025). Dana  Gas  reports $445 million  revenue in 2024
<<https://www.rudaw.net/english/business/07022025>>, [accessed 9/7/2025].

-Rudaw, (24 July 2018). “Saudi Arabia eyes Kurdistan as starting point for investing in Iraq”,.
www.rudaw.net/english/business/240720181 (accessed 28 May 2024).

- Saeed, Y. (2023). “Budding Kurdish-UAE relations”, 3 October 2023. <<https://agsiw.org/budding-kurdish-uae-
relations/>>. (accessed 28 May 2024).

- Salami, (May, 2024). Relations between the Kurdistan Region of Iraq and the United Arab Emirates: a mutual need.
<<https://cfri-irak.com/en/article/relations-between-the-kurdistan-region-of-irag-and-the-united-arab-emirates-a-
mutual-need-2024-05-23>>. (accessed 26 May 2024).

-The Presidency of the KRI, (May 24, 2024). President Nechirvan Barzani to visit the UAE.
<<https://presidency.gov.krd/en/president-nechirvan-barzani-to-visit-the-uae/>>. (accessed 27 May 2024).

Zanco Journal of Human Sciences 2026 270


https://arabic.cnn.com/middleeast/2016/11/09/iran-kurdistan-saudi-cooperation-warning
http://www.cfr.org/timeline/kurds-long-struggle-statelessness
http://www.cfr.org/timeline/kurds-long-struggle-statelessness
https://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/saudi-arabia-oil-gas-petrochemicals
https://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/saudi-arabia-oil-gas-petrochemicals
https://gov.krd/english/government/the-prime-minister/activities/posts/2025/february/kurdistan-region-signs-mou-with-uae-to-enhance-governance-and-administrative-capabilities/
https://gov.krd/english/government/the-prime-minister/activities/posts/2025/february/kurdistan-region-signs-mou-with-uae-to-enhance-governance-and-administrative-capabilities/
https://gov.krd/boi-en/activities/news-and-press-releases/2022/december/uae-invests-in-kurdistan-region-s-agriculture-and-livestock-sectors/
https://gov.krd/boi-en/activities/news-and-press-releases/2022/december/uae-invests-in-kurdistan-region-s-agriculture-and-livestock-sectors/
https://www.iraqinews.com/baghdad-politics/president-barzani-arrives-in-lebanon/
https://www.iraqinews.com/baghdad-politics/president-barzani-arrives-in-lebanon/
http://previous.cabinet.gov.krd/a/d.aspx?s=010000&l=12&a=16710
http://www.kurdistan24.net/en/story/30687-Kurdistan-Region-invited-to-take-part-in-GCC-meetings,-union-chief-tells-PM-Barzani
http://www.kurdistan24.net/en/story/30687-Kurdistan-Region-invited-to-take-part-in-GCC-meetings,-union-chief-tells-PM-Barzani
https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/story/371697/Saudis-storm-social-media-in-support-of-Kurdistan-Independence
https://shorturl.at/YxFEu
https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2007/03/the-shia-sunni-divide-myths-and-reality
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/04/23/us-saudi-security-idUSBREA3M1BJ20140423
https://www.jstor.org/stable/45312737
https://www.rudaw.net/english/business/07022025
http://www.rudaw.net/english/business/240720181
https://agsiw.org/budding-kurdish-uae-relations/
https://agsiw.org/budding-kurdish-uae-relations/
https://cfri-irak.com/en/article/relations-between-the-kurdistan-region-of-iraq-and-the-united-arab-emirates-a-mutual-need-2024-05-23
https://cfri-irak.com/en/article/relations-between-the-kurdistan-region-of-iraq-and-the-united-arab-emirates-a-mutual-need-2024-05-23
https://presidency.gov.krd/en/president-nechirvan-barzani-to-visit-the-uae/

Ahmed. Z. ZJHS (2026), 30(SpA);259-272

- Wahab, B., (2014). Iraq and KRG Energy Policies: Actors, Challenges and Opportunities (Sulaimani: The American
University of Iraq, 2014).

- WikiLeaks, “The Saudi cables: Doc#68445”, (19 June 2015). <<https://wikileaks.org/saudi-cables/doc68445.htmI>>.
(accessed 20 October 2015).

- WikiLeaks, “The Saudi cables: Doc#939”, (19 June 2015). <<https://wikileaks.org/saudi-cables/doc939.htmI>>.
(accessed 20 October 2015).

- Zhdannikov, D., (August 30, 2017) “Kurdistan pays $1 billion to Dana Gas, partners to settle London case,” Reuters,
<<https://www.reuters.com/article/markets/currencies/kurdistan-pays- 1 -billion-to-dana-gas-partners-to-settle-london-

case-idUSKCN1BA26Z/>>. (accessed December 26, 2024).

271

Zanco Journal of Human Sciences 2026


https://wikileaks.org/saudi-cables/doc68445.html
https://wikileaks.org/saudi-cables/doc939.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/markets/currencies/kurdistan-pays-1-billion-to-dana-gas-partners-to-settle-london-case-idUSKCN1BA26Z/
https://www.reuters.com/article/markets/currencies/kurdistan-pays-1-billion-to-dana-gas-partners-to-settle-london-case-idUSKCN1BA26Z/

Ahmed. Z. ZJHS (2026), 30(SpA);259-272

Gisan Gl ste o ol (SSURae GoulS) 13 0lw S pam S (IS, S gaid JSenie ey
daads Jguwsy 5215
3loae, 0l 5 S ot 54, 5l pad — st (31 OBl Guily @35S (ulosla 5 HSEU gos 55 auie ey (s
zubirahmed@su.edu krd

Ga sy

Glos  Yoo¥ Il dd i ga alosan sy Sass, @les 3 s e yeSes glueS SBY s 5 (KRI) lias; S pasds S8euaie sty
SoES U S5a 4 Glatieds olled shusre Sl ste GaSwE © (GCC) slue o)l Sepaids ety Sy,
oSl gl ol G peasdddS Gl S payea J8d GlalKanats pdy 3 S0l (ideds LG3lne soslals 4 oeylbdw o S
63305L (pdnlals PSS () s ga3o0 o e JBY 5 (30 A it oiua (Siawpls S aSiawy 5 OB b w3 S
Glae (Sdges S0 Hewt HEaud ol 43S slaot oSS 5 gl A6,

SUEYs o000 Sl oSoyd ailals 50 K, 4 eyl sen Glwa ;) S aiyaa JaSd glaieS SISy oais sy 4 idndls
Sos couets S, slos o laaSaq b 4 pasta (S5) SIS 5 wassre Slawsste Joas @aS4 .cu,S oo 18l se 4 glaieS
Sy Gy g9 (Slians e o g JuSea ob dl Gl e siss Jsal) LS8 5 Gl (0 KlK sy Slaslas d Su s
3 1Y S s oS 5 SIS A s B gou ity GSaand Sasll) sotssoKnsn B iy wud s i SISy, ©
S Olaw 4 Sl oman Yoo 7 gloo GBlse b s o) sted Olslast SauSu au S a¥G Gusdals
XAV 5 Yoy

ot SlSeunie gy (SuSeseS oSl Giks Sey Blie d OIS LSS S eeladsjes s8 SHEEES GosuRS 54
Ol S e yan J&d (suis oty ooy Jsda o sr odnl G olaiaS G o0 <S8 550 Kol g dodh 0550 slasaS SGY 5 5 s, S
5 Sl Sl d 08 Suesedea 5 Ble d dad Gus3) SlesSa suuota st Gaay LA e B IS s
I8l te SSG1E 5 G4 S dulin L LS S d 505 (hassle sal) Gl S ayda JSU glieS JKGY, ouis gy
laes 5508 4Ky 5 SIS W (S50 S Fatits ol JBY 5 5 Blhse SEensis pey ofeles d SO olSssesas
3lose (25300 Sl d LES 5 SOHIS (8 5eSss

S oSl (S5 5238 (OB S a4 s prs Slms yte (I8 Glone 1HISaSe il Ay

Lpagraal) &l dslaally Gha) O (pubsmageal) QLN 90 1 OluS ald g (Al O gladl) Galaa g2 clidle
Saa) J oy gl

hall, ()ias2 )5S aalfl, Jussl =l =S dals cpuslacdl aglell LS cdialoglall 5 Adsll DL oo
zubir.ahmed@su.edu.krd

adlal)
8 Gslanll udae J3 (38 321 calaa Jaghu 2ag L2003 ale (s alaia aUai Jagho day mldll Joag Olwd)S i) dagSa (g AL ol
ple aa Lo dis Cingdty AiaVly Faubiedl Liblan (5505 Bhall el o 2l iy S all] LasSa pe LeDlelis it liay ¢Ghal) Jiine ol
e laall Sl 3gilly ¢3hall (& Yy AaSoall ciboaady ¢ aalal) Oglatll Gulnal Clsa 2 (558 ls desbie csalfie daall] i 2003
Lihad) Agall Glessge e Luadl

ASLeal) s Yl Bal) 3 aalal (sl el dum )l Aubicd] sty Cptan DS G 3l S wlf) e i) Jo Jelis yans oS
Akl LS5 oY aelaid) 35 e 1352003 ale e L Ghe (8 daliy (i) Aubd) 3 (grsne 53 2B ) Lagecd) Zppyel)
el Ly 3hal) (3 Fat )l Jiladl) o Ol 53a3 DSy Aual) &gl J31s Aaal dias A55lse () Boagaad) dunjal) ASLadl) o (Lals
XWX e o Bl (Dl o) Slad) o € IS8 ShSY) A Leludiily laaa 2324)

50 e Yay cdadl) 3535 AKESH il ST o alad) Oosbeal) adae gy lal) liesdysS all) c 2D ol Auhall 638 ciliag
iy Yo ¥ ale ae Lo dlsje 8 il s olad Al Apbid) L) iy G5 Ual)) B 038 T i . el samd) Aunsl i)
35 Gias Chags aball (b Anygaadl Bpndondl Clai¥ls cibskill DA sty IS Ghal) QedS i) ae gaalad) Glal e o Jelis
el B Aud) 550 2y dais B (g2 <

@3l Gglaal) Gl ¢ QBeS wll) cApgaas Ol (Ghe daliall clalsl)

Zanco Journal of Human Sciences 2026 272


mailto:zubir.ahmed@su.edu.krd
mailto:zubir.ahmed@su.edu.krd

