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Political campaign rhetoric plays a key role in shaping voter behavior in the Kurdistan
Region. This study examines the 2024 elections, focusing on rhetorical strategies in
speeches and materials that aimed to evoke emotions and reinforce group identity. It
employs critical discourse analysis to examine political discourse in the 2024 Kurdistan
elections, emphasizing its role in reinforcing power structures and shaping public opinion.
It aims to uncover themes related to identity, governance, ethnicity, and power, and
evaluate the influence of the discourse of campaigns on public opinion. The data of the
study consists of excerpts of speeches delivered by leaders of the Kurdistan Democratic
Party, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, and the New Generation Movement. Van Dijk’s
macrostructural model was adopted to examine how political discourse creates ideological

meanings and shows power relationships, following a qualitative approach. The study's

findings show that each party uses strategic narratives to legitimize its power and
undermine its opponents. They shape the discussion by using emotional appeals, claims
about identity, and accusations of dictatorship. These strategies influence how voters
perceive and behave, either by strengthening loyalty, fostering distrust, or advocating for
change. The study concludes that language plays a crucial role in political influence in
Kurdistan. Election discourse reflects deeper societal conflicts and power struggles.
Critical discourse analysis highlights how political texts construct legitimacy, challenge
opposition, and shape public awareness. This research offers valuable insights into political
communication in divided societies and enhances the application of critical discourse

analysis in electoral contexts throughout the Middle East.
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1. Introduction

According to Richards and Schmidt (2010), critical discourse analysis (CDA) is a way to study
language with a critical approach. CDA focuses on examining texts and other forms of
communication to reveal hidden ideologies, power dynamics, and issues like manipulation and
racism. By analyzing language, CDA helps us understand how various factors shape our beliefs and
influence the structure of society. Widdowson (2007) explains that CDA examines how language is
used or misused for powerful and ideological purposes. Critical discourse analysts aim to identify
and track these ideologies in texts produced by powerful groups and institutions. Wodak and Meyer
(2001) demonstrate that CDA is a tool used to make complex ideas more accessible. CDA helps
analyze topics like power, control, and ideology in language.

Political discourse analysis (PDA) is a crucial component of the study of the rhetorical devices that
politicians employ to establish their authority and undermine their opponents, such as metaphors,
repetition, and ideological framing. Comprehending these linguistic strategies helps explain
political rivalry and decision-making. PDA is crucial to understanding how language impacts
governance, affects voter behavior, and creates narratives. It sheds light on the connection between
society, language, and power. This study examines the political discourse of election campaigns in
the Kurdistan Region using CDA. It focuses on speeches given by leaders of the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP), the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), and the New Generation
Movement (NGM). This study shows how politicians use language to shape beliefs, tell stories, and
affect public opinion. Using Van Dijk’s macrostructure model, the study analyzes themes such as
identity, governance, nationalism, and political rivalry. By highlighting rhetorical strategies and
ideological positioning, the study illustrates how discourse reinforces power structures, challenges
opposition, and reflects broader societal struggles in a region marked by historical and geopolitical
complexity.

1.1 Aims of the Study

The current study aims to uncover significant themes and narratives in the election discourse related
to identity, governance, ethnicity, and political power in Kurdistan. assess how election campaign
discourses affect public opinion, views toward political parties and candidates, and voter behavior,
and contribute to a better understanding of political discourse in a region with historical, ethnic, and
geopolitical struggles.

1.2 Questions of the Study

This study seeks to answer several key questions. It examines how political candidates and parties
use language to shape ideas about regional identity, governance, ethnicity, and nationalism. It also
explores the most common topics and discourses present in election campaigns and analyzes how
these reflect the political and social climate of Kurdistan. Additionally, the study investigates how
election-related rhetoric influences public opinion and voting behavior.

1.3 Significance of the Study

This study is significant because it offers insight into key aspects of election campaign discourse in
the Kurdistan region. It helps uncover how political parties craft their messages by identifying
recurring themes, persuasive strategies, and core ideas aimed at influencing and engaging voters. It
also examines the effect of campaign discourse on public opinion and voter behavior. Beyond the
local context, the study provides a valuable perspective on the political dynamics of a sensitive
region, serving as a case study for similar political environments elsewhere. By applying CDA to
Middle Eastern elections, the study contributes to the broader field of critical discourse studies,
supporting the advancement of both theory and methodology.

2. Literature Review

Like other areas of discourse analysis, the study of political discourse encompasses a range of topics
and employs various analytical methods. Recognizing that "political discourse" can have multiple
meanings is essential. van Dijk (1998a: 12-13) argues that political discourse extends beyond just

Zanco Journal of Human Sciences 2025 255



Tayib. D. et.al. ZJHS (2025), 29(5);254-272

the statements of politicians. It includes all individuals and groups that significantly shape political
discussions, both directly and indirectly. This includes the activities of voters, media outlets,
political parties, influential interest groups, and political operatives. This concept becomes more
complex because some definitions suggest that nearly all discourse can be seen as political.
Therefore, if we can analyze all discourse from a political viewpoint, we might say that all discourse
analysis is, in a broader sense, an analysis of political discourse (Wilson, 2001). According to
Johnson and Johnson (2000: 291), political discourse focuses on the analysis of communication
practices that occur within specific political contexts, such as legislative procedures, parliamentary
debates, and press conferences. In simpler terms, it can be described as a branch of discourse
analysis (DA) dedicated to examining the language and techniques used in politics to uncover the
hidden ideologies and significant agendas of political actors. This scenario can be confusing because
it looks at politics through themes like power, conflict, control, or domination. These themes can
apply to many situations. Recently, in a study of a psychotherapeutic educational institution, staff
meetings were described as "political" because they involve negotiations about power and control.
These negotiations happen on different levels: between people, within individuals, and at the
institutional and educational levels, using various strategies (Wilson, 2001).

Political discourse has become the primary subject of much political linguistics research.
Accordingly, political speech is defined by Baranov and Kazakevich (1991) as the entirety of all
discourse used in political contexts, including public policy concepts. Trosborg (1997) sees political
speech as a component of politics, political activity with a political topic. It is a mixture of literature
from different cultures that sheds information on the historical contexts in which it was produced
and may be used for several communication purposes, including propagandistic or thought-
provoking ones. The primary emphasis of political linguistics research is on political discourse.
Accordingly, Baranov and Kazakevich (1991) define political speech as all discourse used in
political contexts and the principles guiding public policy. Chilton and Schaftner (1997: 212) define
political text as one that was written by a politician and reflects a battle for power in some way.
Political discourse is a collection of all predefined speech acts represented in linguistic forms, with
politics acting as the content, topic, and addressee of each speech act.

Chilton and Schéffner (1997) highlight a key feature of political discourse, noting that political
leaders strategically use language that incorporates patriarchal and aggressive terms. They often
employ figurative language and exaggeration to characterize their political opponents. Political
activity, in essence, is shaped, guided, and influenced by language. Fairclough (1989:23) reinforces
this idea, arguing that language is not merely a tool for political development but is inherently
political itself. He claims that language plays a pivotal role in transforming political intent into
social action, as it has the power to "make lying seem genuine and murder respectable."
Additionally, Prifti (2017) notes that political speeches often rely on a range of rhetorical
techniques, such as metaphors, repetition, antithesis, comparative and superlative forms, idioms,
and emotive language, to sway and manipulate the audience. Similarly, Ayyad (2012: 252) notes
that political discourse is shaped by the ideological and political concerns of those who produce it.
Therefore, varying interpretations of negotiated political documents may arise from these
individuals' ideologies and political leanings as they seek to further their political agendas and create
narratives that resonate with their supporters.

2.1 Characteristics of Political Discourse

Political discourse possesses distinctive characteristics that influence the way individuals
communicate ideas, arguments, and policies. These concepts emerge from various disciplines,
including linguistics, communication, political science, and rhetoric. Below are the features of
political discourse identified by various scholars (see Billig, 1996; van Dijk, 1998b; Chilton, 2004).

Persuasion

Persuasion is essential in political discourse, as politicians aim to influence public opinion and
garner support. In his 1961 inaugural address, John F. Kennedy famously urged, “Ask not what
your country can do for you — ask what you can do for your country.” He used a mix of persuasive
techniques, including logical arguments, ethical appeals, and emotional connections, to enhance
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credibility, inspire patriotism, and present reasoned arguments (The Gilder Lehrman Institute of
American History, 2009).

Framing

Framing is the way issues or events are presented to influence perceptions. Politicians often use this
technique to support their goals. For example, Barack Obama framed his 2008 campaign as a
movement of hope and change, using the phrase "Yes We Can" to empower his followers and
convey the possibility of overcoming obstacles (NPR, 2025).

Appeal to Emotion (Pathos)

Pathos, or emotional appeal, connects with an audience by evoking feelings like hope, anger, or
empathy. In his 1963 "I Have a Dream" speech, Martin Luther King Jr. stirred strong emotions as
he envisioned racial justice and equality. His powerful lines, like "I have a dream," played a
significant role in inspiring the Civil Rights Movement (King, 1999).

Use of Rhetorical Devices

Rhetorical strategies like parallelism, alliteration, repetition, and metaphors enhance political
speeches and aid audience retention. In his 1940 speech, Winston Churchill used parallelism and
repetition to convey tenacity against Nazi Germany, famously stating, “We shall go on to the end,
we shall fight in France, we shall fight on the seas and oceans...” The repetition of "we shall fight"
highlights firm courage and determination (Wardhana et al., 2022).

Authority and Credibility (Ethos)

Ethos refers to the credibility and character of the speaker. Politicians use it to gain supporters’ trust.
Franklin D. Roosevelt's confident tone in his 1933 inaugural address during the Great Depression,
particularly his statement, “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself,” helped establish him as a
trusted leader (The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, 2009).

Nationalism and Identity

Politicians often use historical references and national symbols to unite people and create a sense
of purpose. In his Gettysburg Address (1863), Abraham Lincoln emphasized liberty, equality, and
national unity, linking the Civil War to American ideals. He used phrases like “a new birth of
freedom” and “government of the people, by the people, for the people” to strengthen national
identity (Johnson, 2013).

Call to Action

Political speeches often feature a clear call to action, prompting the audience to take specific steps.
For example, in his 2008 victory speech, Barack Obama urged, “This is our time to put our people
back to work and open doors of opportunity for our children,” inspiring followers to support his
reform agenda. The time for transformation is now (NPR, 2025).

Polarization and Us vs. Them

Political discourse can emphasize differences, creating an "us versus them" narrative. In his 1952
"Checkers Speech," Richard Nixon defended himself against corruption accusations by casting
himself as a victim and portraying his supporters as innocent while depicting his rivals as dangerous
and cunning (West, 2024).

Legitimization and Justification

Legitimation and justification are common among politicians who explain controversial policies. In
his 2003 speech, George W. Bush defended the Iraq War, stating, “The security of the world requires
disarming Saddam Hussein,” framing the invasion as a moral necessity and crucial for national
security (Shapiro, 2003).

Use of Simplified or Accessible Language

To reach a wide audience, political discourse often uses straightforward language. In his 1964 essay
"A Time to Choose," Ronald Reagan promoted conservative ideals and argued against big

Zanco Journal of Human Sciences 2025 257



Tayib. D. et.al. ZJHS (2025), 29(5);254-272

government with accessible language. His rhetorical device, “government is not the solution to our
problem; government is the problem,” aimed to resonate with the average American voter (Thomas,
2022).

2.2 The Political Context of Kurdistan

The relationship between political parties in Kurdistan and their goals, as well as conflicts and
elections, are complex and fascinating topic. Kurdish political parties have a long history of complex
relationships, including alliances and counter-alliances, as well as internal conflicts. The most
prominent parties include the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK). These two parties have led politics in the region for decades, and their relationship
has ranged from alliance to conflict. Other parties, such as the New Generation Movement (NGM),
the Change Movement (Gorran), and Islamic parties, play an important role in the political scene
(Abdullah, 2018).

In terms of the nature of the work and goals of these parties, the KDP aims to strengthen the
autonomy of Kurdistan and has strong relations with neighboring countries. The PUK shares similar
goals but differs in its methods and regional alliances. The Change Movement focuses on internal
reforms and combating corruption. The Islamic parties, on the other hand, seek to achieve their
agendas based on religious principles (Abdullah, 2018).

The KRI's political discourse also reflects broader theoretical debates about governance and
sovereignty. Given the region's distinctive place within the Iraqi federal structure, concerns arise
about the relationship between sovereignty, state-building, and good governance. The KRI's
experience contributes to the broader debate on modern forms of sovereignty and governance in
complex political contexts by providing insights into how decentralized governance models
function within a federal framework (Salam, 2024). Furthermore, political philosophy in Kurdish
areas has been influenced by the idea of democratic confederalism, which prioritizes public
democracy and decentralized self-government. Without aspiring to create a nation-state, this model
promotes a system in which communities plan their affairs independently, encouraging direct
participation and autonomy (Baris, 2020: 1-9).

Regarding the conflict between these parties during the pre-election period, this pre-election period
often witnessed heated election campaigns and fiery rhetoric, and competition for influence and
power, including accusations and harsh criticism between the parties. The local media plays a role
in fueling these conflicts through extensive coverage of events and statements (Glavas, 2017).

In short, political life in Kurdistan reflects a complex balance between competition and cooperation
between parties. Election campaigns play a pivotal role in shaping public opinion, and parties seek
to achieve their goals by influencing voters’ perceptions.

2.3 Critical Discourse Analysis and Election Campaigns

CDA has been frequently used in election campaigns, concentrating on the ideologies, power
dynamics, and persuasive techniques inherent in political discourse. researchers have examined how
language is used to shape public opinion by analyzing political speeches, debates, advertisements,
and social media material.

Fairclough (2003) highlighted the importance of discourse in shaping political realities, claiming
that election campaigns use strategic language to shape voter perceptions. He discovered that
political actors use rhetorical techniques like metaphor, presupposition, and intertextuality to
establish authority and legitimacy.

Van Dijk (2006) investigated how ideological systems are incorporated into political discourse,
specifically during election campaigns. He observed that politicians frequently portray their
opponents negatively while positioning themselves as the best option. His research demonstrated
how discursive strategies like polarization and language choices create a divide between "us" and
"them."

Jalali (2014) conducted a study using Fairclough's framework to apply CDA to the speeches,
slogans, and campaign materials of four candidates in Rasht's 2013 City Council elections. It looks
at how candidates use ideological speech methods to support their positions and influence voters.
The analysis focuses on how speech style, propaganda strategies, and power dynamics influenced
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election results. The study reveals important persuasive strategies, ideological indicators, and
discourse structures that influenced election success or failure (Jalali, 2014).

Gowhary et al. (2015) used CDA to examine Iranian presidential candidates Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf and Hassan Rouhani's electoral speeches from 2013. It looks at how language influences
power, ideology, and political conflict. It examines how language influences power, ideology, and
political conflict. The findings show that both candidates employed speech deliberately to promote
their political goals, with Rouhani calling for flexibility in foreign policy and Ghalibaf emphasizing
commitment to institutional authority. The study emphasizes the importance of language in shaping
political narratives and influencing public opinion.

Janam (2019) studied how persuasion works in American political campaigns by looking at
speeches from Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump. The research used CDA to explore how language
influences political messages. It focused on persuasive techniques such as ethos (credibility), pathos
(emotions), and logos (logic). The study found that both candidates used different styles to persuade
voters. Clinton used repetition and emotional appeals, while Trump focused on unity and promises
for the future. These findings show how language shapes political messages and influences the
audience.

Al-Azzawi and Abid Salih's (2021) study examines power in American presidential addresses
through CDA. It looks at Donald Trump and Joe Biden's language techniques during the 2020
presidential debate, with a focus on personal pronouns, three-part lists, fillers, and interruptions.
The study employs both qualitative and quantitative methodologies to determine how these factors
influence political discourse. The findings imply that Trump interrupts more frequently, uses
sarcasm, and personal pronouns for self-promotion, whereas Biden uses more inclusive language.
The study focuses on how language is used in political arguments to wield influence and persuade
people.

Recent studies have extended the use of CDA in electoral campaigns to digital platforms. According
to KhosraviNik's (2017) analysis of social media speech, politicians and their supporters use
language to marginalize opponents and foster in-group cohesion. Similarly, Blassnig et al. (2019)
studied how fake news and manipulation affect online election campaigns. They found that
communication strategies change to fit digital environments.

These studies highlight the importance of language in election campaigns, illustrating how discourse
forms political reality, influences voter behavior, and promotes ideological stances.

3. Methodology and Data Collection
This study is an examination of three essential speeches delivered by key political figures during
the Kurdistan election campaign of 2024: the deputy leader of the KDP, the leader of the PUK, and
the leader of the NGM. These speeches were sourced from reputable media websites and the official
platforms of the respective parties, ensuring a comprehensive representation of their perspectives
(see Textl, Text2, and Text3 in the Appendix).
Table 1: Description of the data

12 oS a0 o SMA Ly ) e WG WS 0 ) ) L g yeda | hittps://www. calameo.com/read/00013941814ab
(sl L 190 Vgl Lyilaily 3 c4c6e6922trackersource=library
\LHS.JG_“:IH.JJ}S Hﬁ!ﬁUJ M LS""L-’ ‘\_\A.PISJLJG_LIM
& 5543 3,8 (S 383 JV4a ale 1l (S5 4 | Dittpsy/www.pukmedia.com/KS/Details/201948/
KS/Details/201948
U s | https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?tbid=107

1375181027134&1d=10004463985014 8&set=a.
278820916949235

1 13-10-2024

2 14-10-2024

The analysis focuses on several critical themes that are fundamental to the political discourse of the
time, specifically addressing issues of:
- Unity: Exploring calls for collective strength and solidarity among parties.
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- Stability: Discussing the importance of a secure and peaceful environment for socio-economic
development.

- Progress: Highlighting visions for advancement and modernization within the region.

- Change: Advocating for necessary reforms and shifts in policy and governance.

- Opposition: Analyzing the dynamics between competing parties and their stances.

- Oppression: Addressing historical and ongoing struggles for rights and recognition within the
Kurdish context.

Employing a qualitative approach, this study adopts a thematic analysis framework, analyzing the
speeches at a macro level as identified by Teun A. van Dijk. This approach allows for a broad
understanding of the political narratives and ideologies propagated by these leaders, shedding light
on the broader implications for the region's future.

3.1 The Model

This study will be guided by CDA, a powerful framework for exploring the profound relationship
between language, power, and society. CDA allows researchers to investigate how discourse not
only reflects but also reinforces or challenges power structures and social inequalities. In particular,
it follows Van Dijk’s (1980, 2013) macro (thematic) analysis, revealing how language constructs
ideological meaning and inspires critical thought.

In discourse theory, the concept of macrostructure is used to describe various aspects of overall
meaning, such as the subject, theme, or essence of a text (van Dijk, 1980, p. 10). Essentially,
macrostructure focuses on the broader meaning of the discourse, highlighting what the text is
primarily about. According to van Dijk (1985, p. 117), the macro-level represents the main theme,
subject, or core message of a text, addressing its central topic.

Textual and contextual analysis investigates the linguistic features that create meaning on a macro
level. It identifies recurring themes and dominant narratives, highlights both implicit and explicit
ideological messages, and uncovers the power relations embedded in discourse. Additionally,
contextual analysis links these findings to broader societal structures, historical influences, and
institutional power.

4. Data Analysis

The process of data analysis involves examining and interpreting the data from three texts through
the lenses of macrostructure, power dynamics, and ideological strategies to reveal the main themes
and underlying meanings. These approaches enhance our understanding of how information is
organized and exercised to influence society.

Macrostructure (Thematic) Analysis

Macrostructure Analysis examines the main themes and messages in a text, focusing on how they
convey meaning and ideology. It highlights the central ideas communicated and their relationship
to power and social dynamics. This type of analysis identifies dominant narratives.

Power and Ideological Strategies

Power and Ideological Strategies explore how discourse reflects and reinforces power relations and
ideological beliefs. These strategies are used to shape perceptions, build legitimacy, and strengthen
group loyalty.

Text 1
Thematic Analysis
- Ensuring Progress, Stability, and Development
The central message is that the KDP is the only political entity focused on the progress, stability,
and development of Kurdistan.

2aSy ol oS Lladsly iseSiing el il (O
"The KDP solely talks about progress and development in Kurdistan."
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- Negative Portrayal of Opposition
Other political parties are portrayed as threats to Kurdistan's future, focusing on destabilization
and destruction.

ok (S J (S clsan S @ SO ol S o Slaa 15550l 0b3 el DLl Gly 5 peas

O Pl S Lasasan, 3 gy (i iy 55 B2 O

"No one from those parties has discussed the future of the people of Kurdistan. Instead, they want
to destabilize, break, and destroy."

Power and Ideological Strategies
- Self-Glorification
The KDP is positioned as a savior and protector of Kurdistan.
JE U oafiee (59 (254 e hiteal ity 0 anle (Pl S (KA J€ J 458 B S Sl (5 Logal

" ‘L.ﬁl:u.ud_)\js LS:")SJ"EJ Ls:‘-)‘f:‘ ‘C_\fli.ubj“) = Cs_.ﬁl:u.uJJJS CsSJB
"The KDP is the only entity that has remained with the people and will stand with them steadfast."

- Nationalism
Emphasis on the KDP as a uniquely Kurdish party committed to the people and their resources.
o s (Sala (Ssss o (Sl S Lasaa b Slals Ll S ga oSy Say’
"The next cabinet of Kurdistan must be in the hands of its people."

- Collective Identity
The KDP is framed as synonymous with the people of Kurdistan, tying its success to the
community's pride and dignity.
@i Sl saida sy 9 038 s ok J S, @ S iy (55 9 L8 ((SewtS ggeda duiuy Loyl
o Sopssleda lign SOk @bl @Gl Sob ossleds 0 38 Sidn duluy waads SHb o L)
Lot sl (63 eedS Oy cineda b S
"It is essential for everyone who has intentions to prevent the KDP’s progress, should have thought

of the KDP audience to realize that the KDP has a strong base of audience that remains steadfast
and never retreats".

Text 2

Thematic Analysis

- Oppression and Dictatorship

The PUK frames the KDP as authoritarian and oppressive, positioning itself as a liberator of the

marginalized population. This aligns with the ideology of resistance against suppression.
".0941i5aSs (53169 24SH03 B daty 995 B Olgol didgile dass"

“We have come to Bahdinan to overthrow this dictatorial regime and restore freedom.”

- Marginalization and Inequality
The speaker passionately criticizes the deep socio-economic divides that have emerged under KDP
governance, painting a stark picture of a regime marked by corruption and a troubling neglect of the
people's needs.

".0993,5 4 O3 (b OB 0)As 5 Widedg03 Ol 0)945 S awilabir (33,Siwgys A oS
“Apart from creating a significant difference between the wealthy and the poor, they have done
nothing else.”

- Unity vs. Division

The theme of unity is challenged by claims of betrayal and disunity. The PUK leader accuses the
KDP of working with occupiers and not representing Kurdish unity.
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0Ll oS SazL )9z S2)S 4 (b S48 etz 652,54 3150 (31945 S0 946 Py IS d ()9S Sy Sy (gl
A3z 4 $1595 400 4SS Obgsal Al Cds Tdiliws) oS (53,8 d deds (an§yd LB 435 194 (Tog93,S

" 3,300 0935 S1g (pdS0s OhASSIs JS W lgds Sdilojdy 945 Heud)
"They talk about Kurdistan’s unity, but they do not even know what unity means. When have they
ever spoken about the unity of the four parts of Kurdistan? They sold out the Yazidis—does this
represent Kurdish unity? Shame on them. Four hundred of our villages were emptied because they
collaborated with the occupiers and sold our lands.”

Power and Ideological Strategies
- Critique of Elite Governance
The speaker considers the PUK as a party of the people and the KDP as serving elites.
"8 0)jan g Lidedgod Olgid ojjgécgfjbl,gq L;.)‘)g'l;wjj.)"
“Creating a significant difference between the wealthy and the poor.”

- Control of Information and Freedom of Expression
The speaker accuses the KDP of suppressing freedom of speech, contrasting it with the PUK’s
commitment to democracy.

".c,gﬁaa Q\JJ:\)' (o Hdwgd )4545"
“If you are a writer, they imprison you.”

- Frustration and Resistance
The PUK portrays itself as gaining momentum, emphasizing that opposition is growing even within
KDP ranks.

" 0303 (S 40 Kios dligig 0993, ogdieds Siogady G 3b T4z
“Even people within the KDP have contacted me, saying they will vote for the PUK.”

Text 3
Thematic Analysis
- Power Struggles and Political Division
The text contrasts two dominant political forces, the PUK and the KDP, highlighting how they each
maintain control in their respective zones (Sulaimani for PUK, Erbil for KDP).

4 a9 ¢ cu0d Kios ILss (33 4 LS OLS99ds @GS4y oL cdilies (Bl 9 Calhy Oduslw 4 (So945"

"S> SBo3gald 9 gy QLIS 3 0L 9 s (51203

“Anyone who understands politics knows that both the KDP and the PUK only manage to win
votes within their own zones of influence—using fear, money, and government institutions”
This suggests an entrenched power struggle where resources and coercion are tools of dominance.

- NGM as an Alternative
The text positions the NGM as the only truly national party capable of winning votes across different
regions.

"Adgd (S094 g Sod AS455) 993)dn ) 9 05@'931333»4.&: A clgion g 4,5.33&.«.«;.))3545043)) asE "
“The only truly Kurdish political force that can win votes across all governorates and both zones
is the New Generation.”
This constructs the NGM as a unifying force against the entrenched parties.

- Political Fear
The text suggests that PUK and KDP fear losing power, implying they engage in manipulation.
"ags o945 il Cawddd) VdAued § )i 13 SA9AL L ) 4dd (o) 3L &S sin 4SE
“The only force that threatens the KDP's dominance and could challenge its hold on power is the
NGM.”
It portrays an unfair electoral system that benefits established parties.

Power and Ideological Strategies
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- Representing Unified Kurdistan
The NGM is framed as the only party representing all of Kurdistan, beyond regional divides.
"ded (S0943 kg Kios dS433) 993y 4l g OBE3)L 990dd &) Calilgios 9 duiliuw)sS dS Y aSG "
"The only truly Kurdish political force that can win votes across all governorates and both zones is
the New Generation."
This reinforces the movement’s legitimacy while implying that others are self-serving.

- Legitimacy Through Popular Support
The NGM is constructed as the rightful representative of the people, contrasting with elites.
"STas 03 dug g3 oy 094ndios J SASEHL Salsdi oyl ps”
"This time we will take over the entire governorate with the support of the people."
This implies that the party’s power comes from the electorate, not from institutional control.

5. Findings

After analyzing the three texts at the macrostructure (thematic) level, the main findings can be
outlined as follows:

- The dominant theme across the texts is political rivalry, particularly between the KDP and the
PUK. Each party employs strategic discourse to frame itself as the legitimate representative of the
people while discrediting the opponent.

- The KDP portrays itself as the sole force for progress, stability, and development in Kurdistan. It
employs self-glorification and nationalism to establish credibility.

- The PUK, in contrast, frames the KDP as authoritarian and oppressive, positioning itself as the
party of resistance and liberation. It highlights socio-economic disparities and restrictions on
freedom of speech to challenge the KDP’s governance.

- The emergence of the NGM is framed as an alternative to the entrenched power structures of both
the KDP and PUK. The party’s discourse focuses on electoral fairness, regional inclusivity, and
public trust.

The power and ideological Strategies identified in the three texts are presented as follows:

- The KDP and PUK both employ strategies that reinforce their credibility. The KDP presents itself
as the defender of Kurdish interests, while the PUK highlights its role in opposing dictatorship.

- Each party associates the other with negative traits. The KDP labels opposition groups as divisive
and destructive, whereas the PUK portrays the KDP as elitist and repressive.

- The KDP associates its success with Kurdish pride and sovereignty, strengthening the perception
that supporting the party is equivalent to supporting Kurdistan’s future.

- The discourse reveals that the NGM accuses both major parties of manipulating electoral outcomes
through financial influence, institutional control, and coercion.

- The NGM constructs a binary opposition between itself and the ruling elite. The Movement was
determined to frame itself as the only entity capable of uniting all Kurdish regions and breaking the
long-lasting party-zone control.

Political parties in Kurdistan employed language strategically to shape views on regional identity,
governance, ethnicity, and nationalism. The KDP promoted nationalism, stability and growth. In
contrast, the PUK shows its stand against authoritarianism and social and economic inequalities,
and limits on freedoms. The NGM offered a new governance model against these established
powers. The language employed in these election campaigns reflected the current political reality,
focusing on themes like legitimacy, governance, and opposition. Discussions on elections proved
to have an influential role in shaping public opinion in different ways. The influence was spotted in
the way voters engaged in and responded to relevant issues.

6. Results and Discussion

The findings of the current study shed light on the intricate interplay between political discourse
and voters’ interaction in Kurdistan 2024 elections. These findings illustrate that the political
discourse employed in these election campaigns emerged as a critical factor in shaping voters’
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attitudes. This section addresses the questions of how political parties navigated local issues and
broader geopolitical concerns, how voters engaged with these narratives, and which rhetorical
strategies were mostly employed.

The first question, the current study sought to provide an answer for, addressed the way major
political parties in the Kurdistan Region compromised between local concerns and broader national,
regional, and international updates. Political parties in Kurdistan Region were required to cope with
the challenge of addressing local issues —including security concerns, public service delivery,
economic instability, and corruption—while responding to broader national, regional and
international contexts associated with striving for independence, a unified political discourse,
relations with the central government and the world.

The analysis revealed that a dual-track rhetoric employed by the KDP emphasized themes of
stability and unity as encapsulated in their campaign slogan ‘“Peace, Prosperity, Unity and
Resilience”. Through this message, the KDP endeavored to reassure its capability to manage
external relations effectively while maintaining internal cohesion. The party presented itself as the
guardian of Kurdish sovereignty, referring to historical clashes and continuing disputes with the
central government. Meanwhile, it introduced targeted economic initiatives, promising urgent and
comprehensive reforms. Contrarywise, the PUK, troubled with internal divisions before elections,
struggled to address voters with a cohesive and inclusive narrative. Allegations of connections with
external entities impacted their credibility on foreign policy. The PUK positioned itself as a
liberating force against what it portrayed as the KDP's oppressive governance, focusing on issues
of freedom and socio-economic inequality. Meanwhile, the NGM emerged as a strong alternative,
highlighting its growing influence both nationally and internationally. They emphasized public
trust, regional inclusivity, electoral fairness, anti-corruption, reform, and improved service delivery.
The second question addressed by this study focused on how voters interpreted, engaged with and
reacted to political discourse. Political discourse, in principle, allowed for noticeable polarization,
especially with older voters, and increased engagement, especially among younger voters. Voters
show a mix of skepticism and participation. Official reports marked the participation of 72% among
the 2.9 million eligible voters.

Election discourse affected public opinion by concentrating on establishing parties’ credibility.
Voters’ response to these strategies differed significantly based on political affiliation, education
level, and age. Election results and analysis advocate that established parties succeeded in
maintaining loyalty among nationalist-leaning, rural, and older voters, who prioritized Kurdish
autonomy and stability. Opposition parties like the NGM gained support by highlighting the
deteriorating economic situation. Voters, particularly the young and urban, expressed frustration
over missed opportunities, holding governmental mismanagement responsible for the status quo.
The KDP’s dominance, securing 39 seats, is attributed to a deep-rooted and strong presence, along
with a solid organizational structure. Securing 23 seats, the PUK maintained its traditional
stronghold in Sulaymaniyah, but faced challenges in gaining ground strongly in the KDP zone. The
NGM's rise, securing 15 seats, is attributed to the growing demand for a comprehensive change in
the governance model in Kurdistan among voters, especially disenchanted younger ones.

The third question, which this study sought to provide an answer for, addressed the rhetorical
strategies most frequently employed by the major political parties in Kurdistan and the rhetoric most
specifically associated with these respective parties.

For the 2024 election campaigns, the major political parties in the Kurdistan Region employed
discursive strategies. However, such strategies were not employed consistently across parties;
rather, each party tailored its discourse to different voters. Nationalist rhetoric, markedly prioritized
by the KDP, was observed as the most dominant, featuring Kurdish sovereignty, autonomy, and
economic independence, though approached differently by each party. Proposing their vision for a
new governance model, the PUK framed itself as the guardian against authoritarianism while
emphasizing economic and social inequalities and restrictions on freedom. On the other hand, the
reformist tone adopted by the NGM underscored issues of governance failure and corruption, calling
for mass participation and demanding to secure electoral integrity.

Attributing negative traits to opponents was another strategy repeatedly adopted by the competing
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parties. The KDP’s deputy leader, for instance, labeled other parties as divisive and destructive,
promising that they would never be able to cause damage, using the phrase “they can’t,” which
became a catchphrase. The PUK, for its part, portrayed the KDP as repressive and discriminatory,
promising to end their authority, using the phrase “go home,” which also became a catchphrase.

A highly critical and influential dimension in the 2024 election campaigns was the alleged
interference of external actors. Accusations of external ties were often exchanged by the competing
parties, especially directed against the opposition. The other persistent rhetorical strategy, largely
highlighted by the ruling KDP, was securitization, highlighting its role in maintaining the region’s
security despite all the threats and framing these elections as a choice between chaos and stability.
However, the PUK and the NGM viewed this strategy as an attempt to distract voters from
governance failures.

7. Implications of the study

After presenting the key findings, it is crucial to explore their implications, as they may influence
future research, policymaking, and practical applications both internally and externally. This study
suggests several implications. For politicians, it emphasizes the importance of strategic language
use in shaping public perception, helping them refine communication strategies to engage voters
more effectively. For voters and civil society, it encourages greater awareness of political
messaging, enabling more critical assessment of campaign discourse and more informed electoral
choices. For researchers and academics, it adds value to discourse analysis, political science, and
communication studies by providing a framework for analyzing political speech and its impact on
governance and public perception.

8. Conclusions

The current study examined the political discourse employed in the election campaigns in the
Kurdistan Region and how voters interacted with it. CDA helped uncover how language reflected
and shaped political ideologies, power dynamics, and public opinion. The study reached several key
conclusions as follows:

-Political actors in Kurdistan use speech to shape identities, tell stories about governance, and
influence how Kurdish people feel about ethnicity and nationalism. Their choices of words aim to
persuade and support their ideas.

-The discourse of election campaigns in Kurdistan shows deeper societal problems. It is not just
about politics, but reflects historical injustice, ethnic divisions, and challenges in governance. This
discourse often reveals efforts to legitimize authority, attack opponents, and control how the public
sees issues.

-Political messaging influences how voters behave. Themes like nationalism, reform, and anti-
corruption shape how the public views parties and candidates. To influence voters, politicians often
use emotional appeals and persuasive language.

-Political discourse in Kurdistan is influenced by intense party rivalry, with each actor employing
strategic language to assert their legitimacy and undermine opponents.

-The KDP promotes a nationalist message that focuses on stability, sovereignty, and progress. It
connects its success to Kurdish identity and national interests.

-The PUK views itself as a group fighting against authoritarianism. It highlights the inequality,
repression, and lack of freedom people face under KDP rule.

-The NGM challenges both parties by promoting clear and fair elections, encouraging everyone to
take part, and building public trust. It criticizes the elites and presents itself as the best alternative.
-All three parties use strategies based on ideas and power to shape what people think. They do this
by making emotional appeals, telling stories, and creating clear choices between two sides.
-Political communication in the region reinforces identity politics and reflects broader tensions in
governance and representation.

-The study shows that Kurdish political texts are not neutral. They influence how voters think,
support existing power structures, and are key to political legitimacy.
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Issue No.: 3612
Date: Sunday, 13/10/2024

Masrour Barzani at the Grand Carnival in Support of KDP List 190 in Duhok:
The KDP Solely Focuses on Kurdistan's Progress and Development.

On Saturday, 12/10/2024, in the presence of both deputy leaders of the Kurdistan Democratic Party,
Nechirvan Barzani and Masrour Barzani, a massive public celebration took place at the International
Stadium of Duhok, attended by tens of thousands of Duhok residents.

Masrour Barzani, the deputy leader of the KDP, delivered a speech during the event calling for
support for List 190 in the Kurdistan Parliament elections in Duhok. He began by thanking
Nechirvan Barzani and acknowledged: "Thanks to God for giving us this party," and said: "What
Kak Nechirvan has spoken is the word of all party members”.

Masrour Barzani emphasized that the KDP is the only political entity that focuses on the future of
the Kurdistan people. With just a few days remaining until the elections, he urged the people of
Kurdistan to cast their votes, decide their future, and shape their destiny.

The deputy leader stated, “Life is not about performing theatrical comedies and making some
smiles; life is full of challenges and necessities. The next cabinet of Kurdistan must be in the hands
of its people, earning their trust and experience, not retreating, fearing, or yielding to any obstacles.
The KDP is the only entity that has remained with the people and will stand with them steadfast."
He clarified: "Many parties have sent messages to the people of Kurdistan, but none of them have
addressed the future and reconstruction of Kurdistan. No one from those parties has discussed the
future of the Kurdistan people. Instead, they want to destabilize, break, and destroy, while we say
to them: "You cannot, you cannot, you cannot."

He reiterated: "The KDP solely talks about progress and development in Kurdistan."

He also highlighted: "The KDP cannot falter because it belongs to President Barzani and the
Peshmerga. It represents a community that values its dignity. No enemy or adversary can bring
down the KDP or its community. The KDP has consistently been at the forefront in Kurdistan's
parliamentary elections, with the majority of Kurdistan's people supporting the KDP. However, the
KDP has always cooperated with other political entities in governance, extended a hand of peace to
them, and invited them to participate in governance.

He added: “Today, there are some people who did not even offer two meals but still call for the
KDP’s exclusion! If those individuals represent most of the people, why are they opposing the KDP?
The KDP belongs to the people; it is essential for everyone who has intentions to prevent its progress
should have thought of the KDP audience to realize that the KDP has a strong base of audience that
remains steadfast and never retreats." He also pointed out: "Certain entities spread rumors claiming
that within two months of taking power, they will bring down drugs and corruption. The individuals
making such claims themselves possess these characteristics. Our response to them is this: “If you
abandon those actions, the sustaining power, drugs, corruption, fear, surrendering, and betrayal will
end."
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President Bafel: “Mam Jalal made Duhok a province.”

pukmedia.com

14/10/2024

Bafel Jalal Talabani, the President of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), participated in the
event of introducing the candidates of the PUK's List (129) for the sixth parliamentary elections in
Kurdistan, held in Duhok. In a speech, he stated, "President Mam Jalal turned Duhok into a
province. Apart from creating a significant difference between the wealthy and the poor, they have
done nothing else."

In his speech to the attendees, he said: "I am happy to serve the people of Bahdinan today. My
message to Duhok, Bahdinan, and all these oppressed areas is clear. I will try to speak in Bahdini
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dialect. I want to tell you that our opponent is frustrated. Today, when I came here, I saw people
with the KDP’s flag and clothing, saying, ‘Long live President Bafel.’ I told them to stay silent,
otherwise, neither they would be accepted into universities nor recruited. This situation has been
created in this region, where the KDP suppresses and controls everything, and others are
marginalized and silenced."

"We have come to Bahdinan to overthrow this dictatorial regime and restore freedom. They fear
you; they fear the people’s voice. Their fabricated narratives convince no one. We are here to
liberate you from this oppressive regime, from the prisons where no one knows where people are
kept. If you are a writer, they imprison you. Is this what they call governance?" President Bafel
dded.

Shame on them

He also said: "They talk about Kurdistan’s unity, but do they even know what unity means? When
have they ever spoken about the unity of the four parts of Kurdistan? They sold out the Yazidis—
does this represent Kurdish unity? Shame on them. Four hundred of our villages were emptied
because they collaborated with the occupiers and sold our lands. I told Kak Masoud to meet with
Comrade Mazloum Kobani to prevent this current disaster and establish a peace process, but they
couldn’t and wouldn’t agree."

They are cornered

Referring to recent events, he said: "Yesterday, I wore a T-shirt with a slogan on it that read, ‘We
will not back down,” and this angered them. Our people do not fear you. Fear has ended. Today,
fear is on our side. All the people of Bahdinan oppose this tyranny. Even people within the KDP
have contacted me, saying they will vote for the PUK, and congratulated me. They, too, are
cornered."

President Bafel concluded: "President Mam Jalal turned Duhok into a province. They have done
nothing else besides creating a significant difference between the wealthy and the poor. Therefore,
with your support, your votes, and the blessing of Almighty God, we will send them away. Unity
can stop this oppression and end this regime’s control," the PUK leader declared.
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My dear compatriots,

Whoever understands the basics of politics and pays close attention will realize that there are now
two camps in Kurdistan: the camp of the New Generation and the camp of the ruling powers. How?
In Sulaymaniyah, the only real political competition for power (which belongs to the PUK) is with
the New Generation. Everyone knows that if the KDP wants to win a seat or two in Sulaymaniyah
(where in the 2021 elections we became the leading force and pushed the PUK back). The PUK’s
only true rival in this region is the New Generation because they fear losing their grip on power to
us.

In Erbil, the only real competition for power (which belongs to the KDP) is also the New
Generation. This is a fact that everyone knows, including the PUK, which will barely win three
seats. The only force that threatens the KDP's dominance and could challenge its hold on power is
the New Generation (which, in the 2021 elections, defeated them in Erbil and this time will take
over the entire governorate with the support of the people).

In Halabja and Duhok as well, we will secure seats with our strength this time.

Anyone who understands politics knows that both the KDP and the PUK only manage to win votes
within their own zones of influence, using fear, money, and government institutions. Even with
these tactics, neither of them has managed to secure 10% of the votes in the territories outside their
control. This is why neither of these two parties can win votes outside their zones.

The only truly Kurdish political force that can win votes across all governorates and both zones is
the New Generation. If you think otherwise, then tell us—why can’t the KDP win votes in
Sulaymaniyah, and why can’t the PUK win votes in Erbil? Why is the New Generation the only real
challenger in both areas?

The New Generation Movement
12/10/2024
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