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Oscar Mann Germany Kurdologist, a Study of his Academic Activities in the East of Kurdistan
(1901 — 1903, 1907)

Delzar Salih Sadiq
Department of History, College of Arts, Salahaddin University-Erbil, Kurdistan Region, Iraq
Dlzar.sadig@su.edu.krd

Abstract

Oscar Mann (1868-1936) was a German orientalist and linguist who dedicated a significant portion of his career to the
study of the Kurdish language. His research primarily focused on the Mukri Kurdish dialect, spoken in the Mukriye region
of Iran. Mann's contributions to Kurdish studies are multifaceted, Linguistic Analysis: He conducted in-depth research
on the grammar and phonetics of the Mukri dialect, meticulously documenting its unique features and variations.
Lexicography: A cornerstone of his work was the compilation of a comprehensive dictionary of the Mukri dialect, a
valuable resource for linguists and scholars interested in Kurdish vocabulary and etymology. Ethnographic Observations:
Mann's research extended beyond linguistics, encompassing the collection and analysis of Kurdish folklore, including
proverbs, riddles, and folktales. This provided valuable insights into the cultural and social context of the Mukri Kurds.
Mann's work is considered a foundational contribution to Kurdish studies, offering a detailed and nuanced understanding
of a specific Kurdish dialect. His research continues to be an important resource for scholars seeking to understand the
linguistic diversity and cultural richness of the Kurdish people.

Keywords: Oscar Mann, Kurdology, Oral History, Kurds, Kurdistan
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