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Zanco Journal of Humanity Sciences (ZJHS) is an international, multi-disciplinary, peer-reviewed,
double-blind and open-access journal that enhances research in all fields of basic and applied sciences
through the publication of high-quality articles that describe significant and novel works; and advance
knowledge in a diversity of scientific fields. https://zancojournal.su.edu.krd/index.php/JAHS/about
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Methods of Expression in Modern Kurdish Sculpture
Sami Ismail Mustafa
Department of Plastic Arts, College of Fine Arts, Salahaddin University-Erbil, Kurdistan Region, Iraq
sami.mustafa@su.edu.krd

Abstract
This research, titled Methods of Expression in Modern Kurdish Sculpture, undertakes an intellectual and analytical
exploration of expressive works within the domain of modern Kurdish sculpture. Adhering to a rigorous scientific
methodology, the study is structured into four interconnected chapters as follows:

Chapter One delineates the research problem, significance, objectives, scope, and operational definitions of key terms. The
research problem is framed through the question: To what extent have Kurdish sculptors succeeded in manifesting their
expressive styles in their artistic creations? The chapter further outlines the principal objective of the study, which is to identify
and critically analyze the expressive styles evident in modern Kurdish sculpture.

Chapter Two establishes the theoretical framework, organized around three central themes:

1. The conceptual foundations of expression
2. Defining characteristics of expressive style
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3. The role of expressiveness in plastic arts
4. The chapter concludes by synthesizing insights from the theoretical framework and presenting a set of indicators to guide
the analysis of the research sample.

Chapter Three claborates on the research methodology, encompassing the research population, sample selection, and
analytical approach. The sample, consisting of three distinct models, is examined in detail to explore how expressive styles
manifest in the sculptural works.
Chapter Four presents the research findings and conclusions, summarized as follows:
-In general, most of the sculptures exhibit a style that aligns with expressive realism, particularly in samples No. 1-3, each of
which conveys symbolic meaning through distinct forms of expression.
-The majority of the sculptures (samples No. 1-3) adopt a simplified stylistic approach, facilitating the viewer's ability to easily
comprehend and absorb their meanings and thematic content.
-Kurdish sculptors have, overall, achieved exceptional levels of aesthetic sophistication, formal expression, and implicit
meaning, employing modern techniques that reflect their intellectual engagement and understanding of their expressive value.
-Shape emerges as a dynamic and influential element in modern sculptural practices in Iraqi Kurdistan. Due to the stylistic
diversity among sculptors, the ways in which forms are utilized differ across artists, particularly in terms of compositional
arrangements, as demonstrated in samples (1-2-3).
-The stylistic diversity in expression achieved by Kurdish sculptors represents a critical aspect of the contemporary artistic
landscape in Iraqi Kurdistan, contributing a multifaceted approach to modern artistic representation.
Keywords: Style, Expression, Modern Sculpture,
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