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Sayyid Ahmad Khanqah & Kirkuk in Edmonds' Memoirs: A Study of the Struggle for Influence in Southern
Kurdistan, 1919-1925

Dilshad Oumar Abdul Aziz Faraydoon Abdulrahim Abdulla
Department of History, College of Arts, Salahaddin Department of history, College of Arts, University of
University-Erbil, Kurdistan Region, Iraq Kirkuk/ Iraq
dr_dilshad73@uokirkuk.edu.iq faraydoon.abdullah@su.edu.krd

Abstract

The period from the beginning of the 20th century to the end of World War I (1914-1918), followed by the British occupation
of Iraq and Southern Kurdistan, witnessed a significant interest among British officers in documenting the events and
prevailing conditions in the region, particularly the British officer Cecil John Edmonds.

This study focuses on the period between 1919 and 1925, during which Edmonds penned his detailed memoirs and reports.
This period coincided with a critical phase in the fate of Southern Kurdistan, which saw its annexation to the Iraqi state in
1925. At that time, Britain was striving with all its might to impose its central dominance over the region, especially the oil-
rich city of Kirkuk, in an attempt to subdue prominent Kurdish figures who posed an obstacle to its colonial plans. Through
reading and analyzing Edmonds' memoirs on the figure of Sayyid Ahmad Khangah, we seek to gain a deeper understanding
of this prominent figure, his political and social role, and the reasons behind his exile from Kirkuk during that period.
Keywords: Sayyid Ahmad Khangah, Edmonds, Kirkuk, Southern Kurdistan, British
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