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The Role of the Kurdy Dept at the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Academy of Sciences in St. Petersburg in the
Field of Kurdish Studies between1959-1985

Shakhawan Abdullah Sabir
Soran University Faculty of Arts, Erbil, Iraqi

Shakhawan.sabr@soran.edu.iq

Abstract

Russian Orientalists and Kurdologists and later the Soviet Union are at the forefront of European countries in the field of
research in various fields of Kurdish history <literature and culture. The beginning of the interest of the Russian authorities
in this field goes back significantly to the twenties of the nineteenth century. In this regard «the Russian Consul in Erzurum
Alexander August Zhaba (1801-1894) with the help of Mullah Mahmud Bayazidi played a major role in the collection of
rare manuscripts on Kurdish language and literature <followed by the efforts of Orientalists (F. Dietel, Pyotr Lerch,
Khachator Abovian, and many others, and then each of the Kurdish scholars Vladimir Minorsky, Basil Niketin, and Yusuf
Abgarovich Orbili. In 1959 he made great strides in the field of Kurdistan Studies <and in 1959 he made efforts in this field
with the opening of the Department of Kurdistan at the Oriental Institute, When the interest in the field of Kurdology in its
scientific form is more organized within the framework of a formal scientific institution. This research is an attempt to show
the role and influence of this scientific institution during the years 1959-1985 which became an important scientific center
for research in the fields of Kurdish history «literature <language ¢<social life and culture.

Keywords, Kurdology, Treasurer, Orbili, Rodenko. Vaselepha
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