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About the Journal

ZANCO Journal of Humanity Sciences (ZJHS) is an international, multi-disciplinary, peer-reviewed
double-blind and open-access journal that enhances research in all fields of basic and applied sciences
through the publication of high-quality articles that describe significant and novel works; and advance

ZANCO JOURNAL

AL knowledge in a diversity of scientific fields. https://zancojournal.su.edu.krd/index.php/JAHS/about
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Political and Religious Situation During the Reign of the Parthian Empire

Shalaw Mustafa Abdalrahman
Department of History, College of Human
- Scinces, University of Raparin-Ranya
Sulaymaniya, Kurdistan Region, Iraq
Shalaw.mustafa@uor.edu.krd

:Abstract

The Adiabene Kingdom was a sub-kingdom under the Parthian Empire. Politically, the kingdom was situated in
the western part of the Parthian Empire., located between the Little and Great Zaps, Erbil served as the
kingdom's administrative and political center. Although the kingdom was able to achieve a decade of semi-
independence, but for the next three centuries it remained politically ruled by the Parthian Empire.
The kingdom's location promoted the exchange of diverse cultures and ideologies, but also made the territory a
center of conflict between the Parthian and Roman empires.
The kingdom was politically at its peak under Izates II's rule, and it occasionally functioned as a regional power
pole that was effective in unifying political issues in the region. But the Parthian Empire, the Roman Empire,
and the Armenian monarchs all attempted to invade and conquer the kingdom when it was weak.
The fact that polytheism predominated across the kingdom is pertinent to its religious circumstances;
nonetheless, one notable aspect of Adiabene's rule that historian find interesting is the growth of Judaism
throughout the Adiabene dynasty. The Jews of Palestine benefited from the Adiabene dynasty's conversion to
Judaism. In times of necessity, Queen Helena and the Adiabene dynasty were moved to purchase and deliver
grain and other food supplies to the Jews in Palestine.
Apart from providing tangible assistance and priceless presents to the Holy Temple, Adiabene's location played a
role in the conversion of other faiths, including Christianity. We can argue that the Adiabene were also impacted
by the religious customs of the surrounding areas because other gods, mostly those of the ancient Assyrian and
Babylonian  empires, were also worshipped within the kingdom at the same time.

The key words are: the kingdom of Adiabene, The Parthian Empire, 1zates 11, Queen Helena, religion, the Jews.
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