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Abstract

East Asia, is a region that became an indispensable strategic position for the United States of America, where it
is not for any other actor to become a hegemon in the region and threaten the U.S. national interests. The
People's Republic of China is a state that, in the Western view, seeks to become a regional and international
actor to change the U.S.-led Liberal international order. In this study, we examined a scientific analysis through
the perspective of neo-realist John Mearsheimer, who is a founder of Offensive Realism. He believes the system
of liberal international order that the United States has established, granted China the Most-Favored Nation, by
which it could engage in the US-led international system. Then China got this opportunity to rise very carefully
and improve its economic capacity by which it can reach to its military growth. In this study, by referring to the
events and the behavior of the U.S. and China in the East Asia we addressed the John Mearsheimer perspective,
which says China has been able to follow its expansion in the region through economic and trade tools where it
will reach to the full hegemony and will threaten the U.S. national interests. In the end, the U.S. will counter the
Chinese expansion by establishing regional alliances and partnerships, and support Chinese rivals in the region.
Nevertheless, China remains a revisionist state in the U.S. National and security strategy, the United States will
continue to counter China's expansion under the strategy of containment.

Keywords: Realism, Power Politics, Security Dilemma, Hegemony, Chinese expansion, U.S. strategy
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